
SBCS goes to Washington. Just like the 1939 film Mr. Smith 

Goes to Washington, which garnered 11 Academy Award Nomi-

nations, the organizers of the Metro DC convention should be 

nominated for their efforts which resulted in a tour de force 

convention. Harry Misuriello and wife Julia Oliver took the lead 

and spent a year tirelessly organizing the convention.  Harry 

and Julia, with their infinite wisdom, recruited David Rogowki, 

also a resident of Arlington, VA to round out the organizing 

team. 

Friday morning started off with an early morning Whitehouse 

tour which started promptly at 8:30 am.  Over 50 SBCS mem-

bers and their guests were able to take the self-guided tour.  I 

am not sure how Harry pulled off such feat given the size of the 

group and the fact that we got the tour for the day we request-

ed.  I have spoken to many people who have had their requests 

to their local Congressmen/woman denied for White House 

tours so clearly those who were able to partake in the tour 

were truly lucky.  After our Whitehouse tour Harry, as tour 

guide, took the group through the St John‟s Church also known 

as Church of the Presidents.  We finished out the afternoon with 

special US Capitol and Library of Congress tours.  And I do not 

know about the others but the best part of those tours was the 

air-conditioning.  The temperature that Friday easily hit the 

high 90s with plenty of humidity. 

Friday evening the SBCS convention goers descended upon the 

home of David Rogowski for the opening reception.  Guests 

were treated to a reception in the Condo meeting room on the 

8th floor of David‟s building.  The views of DC were absolutely 

spectacular.  In addition to a collection tour of David‟s build-

ings, local collectors Glen Hennessey and Scott Daniels brought 

a few of their favorite pieces for members to view.  But possibly 

the highlight of the evening was dessert which consisted of a 15 

inch tall white milk chocolate 3-D replica of the US Capitol.  And 

yes it was tasty. 

Before the Saturday morning swap meet, we held the annual 

business meeting.  And the group voted to hold next year‟s 

convention in Toronto, Canada.  Mark Fine will host the conven-

tion which will be the group‟s second international convention.  

The first was held in Montreal 10 years ago.  There was also 

discussion of holding the 2013 convention in Kentucky.  In ad-

dition two members stepped forward to take on to very im-

portant positions.  Elizabeth Lawson will take over as newslet-

ter editor from Randy Rea.  So please send your articles to 

Elizabeth and keep her pipeline of articles active.  And Harry 

Misuriello will take over as the SBCS membership chair.  So 

please do not forget that the membership dues were due July 1 

and feel free to reach out to Harry with your membership ques-

tions.  But go easy on Harry as he is transitioning and will be 

doing some on the job training for the next few months. 

The Saturday afternoon tour schedule had the group hitting the 

DC metro to go to the George Washington Masonic Temple.  

And I know after I took the special tour I have a greater appre-

ciation for my miniature building.  And another surprise that we 

discovered was that one of our members is a Mason.  Wonder-

ing which one?  Well I guess you are going to have to do a little 

light investigation.  If you want a hint ask our resident Auc-

tioneer.   

And then it was back on the metro to the National Building 

Museum where members received a guided tour of the struc-

ture and visit “Designing Tomorrow-America's World's Fairs of 

the 1930s” exhibit.  As many of you know several of our mem-

bers including myself have miniature buildings on loan to the 

exhibit.  The exhibit is a must see not only because of SBCS 

contributions but because it is phenomenal.  For Worlds Fair 

enthusiasts this is a pure joy.  And I must admit it is really 

amazing to see SBCS‟ name listed. 

The Saturday night dinner at the convention hotel started off 

with the Live Auction event.  Mike Merwine was a real trouper 

and donated several buildings to the auction which generated 

$600 for the club.  And the raffle sales brought in another 

$1600 in sales making the DC convention one of our highest 

grossing fundraisers.  Thanks everyone for all your support 

which ensures we keep bringing you newsletters and fun con-

ventions. 

Sunday seems to come so fast at these conventions and mem-

bers boarded shuttle buses to visit Harry and Russell Keune‟s 

collection.   

 

 

 

Presidents Convention Message  

by Darron Copeland 
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Local collector Brad Scalio also brought 

some of his unique pieces to Harry‟s 

home for members to see. One good 

thing about hosting a convention is it 

makes one carryout those building pro-

jects you think about but can‟t bring 

yourself to do. You know, dig through 

those boxes of buildings in storage, dust 

or rethink how you want to display your 

buildings.  For Harry it was creating beau-

tiful glass shelves in his basement or 

should I call it “Building sanctuary”.  Har-

ry said now he can sit in his basement in 

a chair and just look at his buildings.  

Harry said he finds it very calming. For 

Russell it became a bit like Christmas 

Day.  You see, Russell had the majority of 

his buildings boxed away in storage so 

when he agreed to be a part of the con-

vention house tour he had to go back 

through his boxes and rediscover his 

buildings.  And his wife was kind enough 

to remove her folk art displays so Russell 

could display his buildings. And I am glad 

Russell‟s wife was so understanding be-

cause her display/lighting really helped 

show off Russell‟s collection to it best. 

See you in Toronto. 

Letter from the NEW Editor 

A 
fter mentioning to both Darron Copeland and Mike Merwine that I would be 

willing to „take on‟ the SBCS Newsletter and having no definite response, I 

was unprepared, and certainly not awake at the 8 AM SBCS business meet-

ing, for what was about to happen: being nominated/volunteered  to be the 

new Editor!  The new position did not register fully until AFTER I returned home and – 

had to put together this, my first, issue!  I have had many ‟if only‟ moments since, 

many ideas on what I should have been observing and taking notes on, and in general 

wondering where my journalist senses were hibernating. 

 

This issue is all about the terrific time we had in Washington, DC and follows the in-

credibly full and rewarding schedule that was put together. Major SHOUT OUTS go to 

Harry and Julia Misuriello, Dave Rogowski, and Russel and Ingrid Keune.  More SHOUT 

OUTS go to Perry Benson for use of two of his pictures and to Joe Kopitz who took all 

of the rest of the pictures used in this issue.  A SHOUT OUT goes to the nominator/

volunteerer Mike Merwine who is our SBCS Newsletter Graphics Editor. 

I follow two acts that have set the bar high for the Newsletter; the first being that of 

the Founding Editor, Dixie Trainer who published 26 issues over the first nine years 

and then Randy Rea who published 22 issues  over the past eight years. A final, and 

very loud, SHOUT OUT goes to Randy. 

  

One of the reasons I am happy to take on this responsibility is that T&N Printing here 

in Charlottesville will be doing the printing and their offices are half a block from my 

house. The original newsletters under Dixie Trainer were published by T&N, so we are 

returning to an old friend.  I love little buildings, visiting the collections of all who col-

lect, hearing your stories, and – in general cementing my ties to our wonderful „cult.  

As I start planning for future issues, and especially for next year‟s 2012 convention 

issue following our invasion of Toronto, I assure each and every one of you SBCSers 

that I will now be your Brenda Starr! 

By Elizabeth Lawson 

Continued from Page 1 
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Camp SBCS 2011 
The official account of the SBCS 2011 

convention has been reported in the col-

umn of President Darron Copeland; what 

follows is the REAL version. 

 

At 7:15 AM on Friday June 10th, all SBCS 

campers registered for this day‟s activi-

ties were gathered in the Hilton Hotel 

Lobby to receive our Metro instructions 

from our Head Camp Counselor, Harry 

Misuriello and Second Head Counselor 

Dave Rogowski.  First – be sure to have 

Friday‟s metro pass (some of us failed on 

this very first instruction); next when 

riding the Metro escalator – stand to the 

right, walk to the left;  and – most im-

portantly – be sure to retrieve your Met-

ro pass after inserting it in the ticket 

column. 

Our next challenge, at 8:15 AM, was to 

line up ALPHABETICALLY outside the 

White House gates, have our photo ID 

ready, and – no joking about concealing 

metal buildings somewhere unmentiona-

ble on our bodies.  Everyone made it 

through both security points and after 

our self guided tour all exited from the 

White House as planned including noting 

the perpetual antinuclear protest across 

the street 

 

From this first Camp destination, we 

then hiked, walked, marched, and hiked 

some more, looking at many BIG Build-

ings - many of which reside in our col-

lections. 

A highlight of our visit to the Capitol 

was to discover several souvenir build-

ings; many of us would have taken – if 

given the chance – the relief sculpture 

of the Capital at each end of the Capitol 

Visitors Center.  But – our real delight 

came in the Statuary Hall where a minia-

ture California Mission was in the hand of 

Father Serra. 

Who knew souvenir buildings were part 

of our national heritage!  While more 

walking incurred there was some Metro 

riding between  hikes and by the end of 

the day –all campers got a gold star for  

returning to the hotel with no casualties 

or leaving  anyone behind. 

 

Starting at 6 PM the Camp Bus started 

shuttling us to David Rogowski‟s for the 

Meet and Greet. 

The food and drink were delicious only 

slightly upstaged by the view back into 

Washington, DC.   
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We also met our first camp critter – Cow-

boy - who patiently allowed many to pet 

and hold him. 

In fact, Cowboy probably thought he 

was the reason we were all invading his 

territory.  Little did he know that we 

were there to oogle and drool over 

some spectacular little buildings. 

We all returned on the Camp Shuttle for 

a well earned rest, with visions of little 

buildings dancing  in our heads. 

 

At 8 AM Saturday morning, all campers 

were gathered in the hotel /foyer for 

the annual SBCS business meeting and 

to jockey for the best place next to the 

doors into the SWAP meet. All business 

was conducted including a great pitch by 

Mark Fine for Toronto Ontario in 2012 

which was overwhelmingly accepted.   

At 8:30 AM - promptly – the doors 

opened and – voila – le deluge.  As we 

all know SWAP means : See and survey, 

Wrangle and wrest, Ask and argue over 

price, and Purchase your most wanted 

precious building.   

Laden with all of our Camp goodies in-

cluding our 2011 SBCS souvenir building 

of the National Building Museum, we 

stashed them in our rooms and prepared 

for the afternoon hikes.  First was the 

George Washington Masonic Temple – a 

necessary building in SBCS collections 

and an opportunity for a partial camp 

group picture.  We saw a toyhouse 

(souvenir building) of Mount Vernon 

made on the estate for a descendent of 
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Washington who was a member of this 

Masonic Lodge.  

On our way back to the Metro we enjoyed 

some camp flora. 

Next stop:  the piece de resistance for 

this Camping session:  the National Build-

ing Museum.   

In addition to a noteworthy tour of this 

architectural wonder all campers had time 

to see 

Designing Tomorrow America‟s World‟s 

Fairs of the 1930s.  Our SBCS Head 

Counselor, Harry Misuriello, was the 

contact person who enabled five of our 

members to participate in this prece-

dent setting exhibit.  The NBM LEGO 

exhibit was on iconic buildings made 

out of thousands of LEGO pieces.  And 

to think that some people consider 

members of the SBCS to be crazy; we 

met our match with the LEGO builders! 

 

The day ended with the annual SBCS 

Campfire. After  dinner the real campfire 

activities began starting with Show and 

Tell.  Bob Kneisel brought the London 

Post Office Tower and the Berlin Sieges-

saule Victory Monument. 

Jerry Isbell-Hays showed the Wiebaden-

Kurhaus and Carol Detweiler brought a 

card table with an inlay of the Golden 

Gate Internat iona l  Expos i t ion 

1939/1940.  Carol paid $5 for this won-

der but had to spend $10 to bring it to 

Camp this year! 
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Next on our campfire agenda was the Live 

Auction led by our auctioneer extraordi-

naire Al Hays.  Mike Merwine of Infocus-

Tech donated several buildings to the 

auction, the proceeds from which all went 

to the SBCS treasury 

Everyone was encouraged to „handle‟ 

each of the auction pieces in hopes that 

the karma of the piece would encourage 

spirited bidding.  The Camp SBCS win-

ningest bidder was „Banker Joe‟ Kopitz 

who personally enriched the Camp‟s cof-

fer with many many dollars. 

Many thanks from the SBCS to Infocus-

Tech and all of those who helped the auc-

tion to be so successful.  We ended the 

Campfire with our always popular Raffle.  

Carol Detweiler ran the Raffle with help 

from Marty Guitierrez. 

The new procedure of placing the Raffle 

tickets in just those PopCorn boxes repre-

senting your heart‟s desire has been a 

great success. Theoretically it gives you 

a better chance in the draw - except for 

camper Jerry Isbell-Hays. 

Jerry personally sees that the SBCS 

coffers are plentifully filled each year 

through her purchase of Raffle tickets.  

She is difficult to beat on the draw!  Our 

wonderful evening ended with a drawing 

of ALL Raffle tickets for the White Choco-

late Capitol Dome. 

We all headed back to our tents for an-

other well earned rest. 

Our final Camp day saw us again board-

ing the Camp shuttle and being taken, 

first, to the home of Harry and Julia 

Misuriello.     

There were many goodies to eat and 

drink but oh - the little buildings -  were 

real eye candy.  Brad Scalio‟s Tower col-

lection on Harry‟s dining room table was 

the true HIGH light.  Within Harry‟s col-

lection is a major subcollection of Statue 

of Liberties, capitol buildings, and any-

thing that represents Freedom and De-

mocracy.   
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The last Camp SBCS 2011 activity was to 

visit the home of Russel and Ingrid Keu-

ne. 

Upon stepping off of the Camp shuttle we 

were greeted by a magnificently restored 

Packard.  We all assumed that this was 

another of Russel‟s hobbies.  Imagine our 

surprise to learn that not only did the 

Packard belong to Ingrid but that there 

was a whole Packard collection in the 

house. 

 

 

For all SBCS significant others, the 

Packard collection makes us SBCSers 

look reasonably crazy; after all our little 

buildings take up the same volume as a 

car – particularly a Packard!  Russel‟s 

collection was beautifully displayed and 

– we learned – that much if not most of 

the collection had been packed away.  

So Russel had the grand equivalent of 

opening presents on Christmas  morn-

ing in unpacking and rediscovering all of 

his wonderful buildings.  And the SBCS 

had the pleasure of delighting in all of 

his little treasures. 
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Camp SBCS 2011 was a rip roaring time.  In fact it was such fun 

that I am looking forward to registering for International Camp 

SBCS 2012 in Toronto on June 8th through 10th 2012!  Registra-

tion form to be forthcoming. 
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Save the Date 

S B C S    2012 

in 

TORONTO, CANADA 

June 8 – 10,  2012 

You must bring a  

Valid PassportValid PassportValid Passport    www.replicabuildings.com 

2011 Convention Issue 

 

 


