
What I Did on My Summer Vacation 2011 

In July my spouse, Martin, was going to turn 50 and I wanted 

to give him an unusual birthday gift.  He had mentioned that he 

always wanted to go to the medieval walled city of Carcas-

sonne, France after seeing a miniature of Carcassonne that 

SBCS member Paul Crowther had in his collection and, that he 

admired a style of hat that he had seen a celebrity singer wear-

ing but could not find.  The solution was quite simple: a one 

week Millinery course in the South of France where we could 

learn the art of hat making followed by a side trip to Carcas-

sonne.  Could there be a new miniature in my future?   

Our trip involved a flight to Barcelona followed by a drive 

through the mountains with a rest break in the country of An-

dorra.  Andorra is a country 16 miles by 20 miles sandwiched 

between Spain and France.  It’s a beautiful mountainous region 

famously known for its tax-free goods.  I was hoping I would 

find some miniature of an Andorran building or monument but 

alas I would be leaving this country empty handed. The excite-

ment continued with our journey driving through the Midi-

Pyrenees and sending us smack into the Tour-De France.  For 

many cycle enthusiasts, this would be a dream come true, but 

for us - not so much.  The Tour-De France had closed down the 

only road we could take to our final destination.  So after a 

delay of 3 hours we were 

able to continue on our way 

to a small village one hour 

north of Toulouse, France. 

The Château Dumas would 

be our home for the next 

week where we would make 

three hats each and take 

several side trips to some of 

the local medieval towns.  

Ah yes and would there be 

miniatures?  Well yes and 

no.  One of the most popu-

lar souvenirs for this region 

is miniature “Pigeonniers” 

or pigeon houses that are 

clay fired and painted. The 

countryside of France is 

dotted with pigeonniers ranging from little louvered boxes on 

the roof of a house to large free-standing towers. The use of 

pigeonniers arrived in France with the Romans. The pigeonnier 

was used to collect the droppings as fertilizer for all sorts of 

crops until the fourteenth century. Only landed gentry could 

have a free-standing one and its size depended on the amount 

of land he owned.  While I do not doubt that these souvenirs 

are replicas of actual pigeon houses located on someone’s land, 

I decided that for me these miniature structures did not rise to 

the level of souvenir building.  Perhaps I would have changed 

my mind if I could have located an actual pigeon house that 

was used as a model for the replica.  Google ‘pigeonniers – 

France’ to find out more about these structures seen here in 

miniature. 

Set high up on a hill, Carcassonne’s ancient walled city is Dis-

neyworld-perfect. This fairytale collection of drawbridges, tow-

ers and cobbled streets was reputedly the inspiration for Walt 

Disney’s The Sleeping Beauty.  It is possibly the most spectac-

ular historic site I have ever seen.  Now for the bad news.  

Inside this medieval marvel is one tacky souvenir shop after 

another - and not the good kind full of miniature buildings.  

During the entire visit I kept saying, “I better find a metal sou-

venir building of Carcassonne!”  And eventually I did find a 

miniature, that was probably 75 years old, in the window of a 

gift store in the nearby modern city of Carcassonne.  Unfortu-

nately, the shop owner would not sell me the miniature in the 

window as it belonged to his father, and he would not part with 

it for any price.  The truly sad thing was he used this beautiful 

antique to display tacky souvenir lapel pins.  

Quelle surprise!   

Presidents Message  
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a souvenir pigeonier. 
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So when I said that I better find a metal 

miniature of Carcassonne, maybe I 

should have been more specific and add-

ed, “… that is for sale!”  

Now that I am an amateur milliner, I 

have been thinking how I can combine 

my hat making skills with my love of sou-

venir buildings.  Well I found these build-

ing hats that have given me some ideas…

who knows what will be next! 

 

Letter from the Editor 

In this issue you will read about our next convention – 2012 in Toronto.  Mark Fine is 

working diligently on giving us another exciting convention and I am already planning 

my trip north.  You will be pleased to read about the challenges, or not, of bringing 

metal souvenir buildings across the US/Canadian border.  Evidently Canada is not too 

interested but – Homeland Security – you betcha.  Mark has some very practical ad-

vice on how to cross with as little harassment as possible – thank goodness the rest 

of the world considers our treasures ‘junk’!  Start making your plans for Toronto. 

In writing about the Monumental Miniatures exhibit at the Frank Lloyd Wright House 

in Ebsworth Park I have tried to record some of the details of the exhibit and have 

given a separate box to name those SBCS members who loaned buildings.  I only 

wish the newsletter had space to record each and every building in the exhibit be-

cause I believe that this exhibit adds ‘provenance’ to those souvenir buildings included 

– for any and all future collectors’ information.   

As collectors one of the important aids we have is lists.  Our ‘bibles’  include 

‘Monumental Miniatures’ by D Weingarten and ‘Souvenir Buildings Miniature Monu-

ments’ by M Majua and D Weingarten.  These are both valuable general survey refer-

ences but as we get into our collecting more complete lists/books of all buildings 

made by a specific manufacturer or artist becomes essential.  Such are the still bank 

books being offered by Jim Redwine.   

My own library includes a recent survey of all Sebastian Miniatures.  Most of these 

miniatures are not buildings – but it is ever so helpful to find the buildings within the 

overall survey.  Knowing what one needs to look for heightens the fascination of the 

hunt!  Finally, there are the self made lists that individual collectors make and which 

are enhanced by sharing with others.  The more we know about our buildings and 

their ‘provenance’ the better it is.  And – this still allows for the serendipity of finding 

a true treasure – one that we did not know about much less know that we needed.  

Happy collecting.  

By Elizabeth Lawson 

Continued from Page 1 

Books for Sale 

Coin Banks by Banthrico Color; 256 pages; 2001; 

rarity/rating/measurements; historical information; 

over 250 buildings pictured; $40 

Banthrico Banks and Beyond color; 332 pages; rari-

ty/rating/measurements; historical information; over 

100 buildings pictured; $60 

Cast Iron Building Banks  color; 254 pages; rarity/

rating/measurements ;historical information; over 400 

buildings pictured; $60 

Add $5/book for postage 

Contact Jim Redwine, 6940 Lake Valley Drive, Florri-

sant, MO 63033; (314)741-6940 
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Toronto 2012   
An Urban Experience 

On Friday June 8, 2012, Toronto will welcome the second SBCS Canadian convention. 

SBCS headquarters will be in one of downtown Toronto’s premier hotels where we 

have negotiated an upgrade to deluxe rooms for our entire group for only $129.00 

plus taxes per night. We will be within walking distance of some of the most fabulous 

buildings in the city.  

This year’s Friday morning tour in Washington DC was inspiring. We’re cooking up a 

few special offerings for Friday morning in Toronto, so start thinking about a Thurs-

day night check-in.  

And, talking about parallels between DC and Toronto, just a couple of miles west of 

our hotel is Fort York. Restored in the 1930’s, it is the same fort that was burned to 

the ground by American sailors and soldiers in April 1813, inspiring the British to re-

taliate and burn the White House and the Capitol Building in August 1814 - small 

world!! 

Some of the buildings that we’re going to see include... 

 the iconic Viljo Revell City Hall 

Old City Hall, the beautiful 1899 sandstone Romanesque Revival pile across  

The street the Mies van der Rohe TD Towers and Plaza 

 the Royal York Hotel 

 Union Station 

the Royal Ontario Museum with its controversial Daniel Libeskind addition 

the Art Gallery of Ontario with its Frank Gehry renovation 

the whimsical, bold, and just a little insane Will Alsop addition to the College of 

Art and Design that hovers atop its slender 26 meter high columns 

 the historic University of Toronto campus 

and many, many more. And of course, in the SBCS tradition, we will venture where 

few rarely step foot - more on this in the next newsletter. 

Since attending my first SBCS convention in Charlottesville, I have been privileged to 

see some remarkable collections. In Toronto you’ll be seeing my collection, and more 

than likely some of fellow Canuck Terry Mycyk’s collection. I’d like to propose that 

each member attending Toronto 2012 bring one or two buildings with them - whether 

they are favourite pieces, or pieces acquired in the last year, Canadian pieces, etc. 

Let’s leave the theme open for now, and take the winter to give it some thought. I 

can be reached at mark@airmagicfx.com if you’d like to have input into this idea. 

I’m looking forward to hosting my SBCS family in my hometown. 

 

Mark Fine 

 

Things to See 

I’m pretty sure that there’s a law in To-

ronto requiring tourists to go to the top 

of the CN Tower. At the very least, be 

sure to visit the gift shop on the ground 

floor, where they have some beautiful 

souvenir Towers, one of the few current 

Toronto souvenirs.  While you’re there, 

look to the west and you’ll see Sky 

Dome, now the Rogers Centre, home of 

the 1992 & 1993 World Series-winning 

Toronto Blue Jays. 

On the eastern edge of downtown is the 

Distillery District. An internationally ac-

claimed village of brick-lined streets, it 

contains numerous cafes, restaurants 

and shops housed within heritage build-

ings of the former Gooderham and 

Worts Distillery. The 13-acre district 

comprises more than 40 heritage build-

ings and 10 streets, and is the largest 

collection of Victorian Era industrial ar-

chitecture in North America. 

About 80 miles east of the city is Niaga-

ra Falls. Here, amidst the splendour of 

the Falls and the side-show tackiness of 

the tourist traps, you’ll find the gift shop 

of the Skylon Tower, offering a nice pair 

of cast metal souvenirs. Nearby is the 

Queenston Monument, marking the site 

where General Brock met his end, lead-

ing the charge that drove the American 

troops back across the border. (OK - it’ll 

be 2012 - you’re going to hear a lot 

about that 200-year-old war.)  

A little east of Niagara Falls is Niagara-

on-the-Lake, a quaint village, home of 

the annual Shaw Festival, and the centre 

of Niagara wine country. 

Cross the border at the Falls or farther 

along at Fort Erie, and you can find your 

way to Buffalo, a beautiful little city, 

whose long and painful economic slump 

has left its downtown pretty much un-

scathed. Mike Merwine has made several 

delicious Buffalo buildings - check out 

his website.  www.replicabuildings.com 

Frank Lloyd Wright is represented in 

Buffalo by six distinguished residences - 

one of the largest concentrations of 

Wright homes outside of Chicago - and a 

newly-constructed mausoleum and boat-

house.  
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Monumental Miniatures at the 

Frank Lloyd  Wright House in 

Ebsworth Park 

 

2011 has been a year of public pres-

ence for the Souvenir Building Collec-

tors Society.  In June those attending 

the annual convention in the Washing-

ton, DC metro area saw Designing 

Tomorrow: America’s World Fairs 

of the 1930’s at the National Building 

Museum.  On June 5th an exhibit of 

Monumental Miniatures opened at 

the Frank Lloyd Wright House in 

Ebsworth Park, a suburb of St Louis. 

(www.ebsworthpark.org). 

 

In July 2010 SBCS member, Howie 

Gelbtuch, was the subject of a front 

page article on his souvenir building 

collection in the Wall Street Journal.  

Joanne Kohn, President of the FLW 

Foundation read the article and saw the potential of a miniature building exhibit at the Wright house.  She got in 

touch with Howie and a call for interest in contributing to a possible exhibit went out to the SBCS membership. 

 

Joanne Kohn, Laura Meyer, FLW House Administrator, and Peter Shank an artist and FLW Foundation board member 

journeyed to the New York area to visit collections of SBCS members this past March.  From this visit and contact 

with others around the country 150  buildings were selected by Peter Shank who curated the exhibit. 

 

The culmination of the serendipity of 

these events was a visit by Joe Ko-

pitz, Pat Smith and myself to St Louis 

to visit the house and to see the ex-

hibit in October.  We were not disap-

pointed.  

  

We gathered at the house on a Friday 

midafternoon where we were met by 

Peter, Joanne, and Laura. After 

watching an introductory film in what 

was the original ‘garden’ room next to 

the carport, we then entered the 

house.  What a delight; to see a FLW  

 

 

First view as you approach the Frank Lloyd Wright house. 

The major space in the house. 
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house in great restored condition in-

cluding all of the original Wright de-

signed furnishings and displaying min-

iature buildings in all of the rooms. 

 

The Foundation learned from the res-

toration architect that this house was the most complete Wright house he had ever worked on both in terms of con-

dition of all of the original building materials and for the existence and good condition of all of the original furnish-

ings.  To our eyes it looked as if the owner had just stepped out and was allowing us complete access to all rooms.  

And, there were miniature buildings in all of the rooms except the two bath rooms!  The Wrightian horizontal open 

shelves throughout the house were the perfect place for this exhibit – we should all be so fortunate as to have a 

home designed such that our precious collections can be so intrinsically displayed. 

 

Many many pictures were taken – of the exhibit, or the house, and of the people there.  Peter Shank curated an in-

triguing and varied groupings of buildings.  He had selected many different materials – metal, ceramic, glass, paper, 

tin, coal, sand and Lego and placed the buildings throughout the house in surprising and unusual ways.  There were  

 

several groupings of buildings in vit-

rines – the best, of course, being the 

group of miniatures of Frank Lloyd 

Wright buildings including FLW’s un-

built Mile High skyscraper. 

 

A sampling of the variety of miniature buildings on display. The Arch and Courthouse in miniature. 

Frank Lloyd Wright in miniature. 

LEGO buildings of the 20th century. 
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The afternoon ended on the terrace discussing the house, its history, 

and the ways and means of the current miniatures exhibit.  The house 

is set on a slope.  The entrance is on the high side with the terrace on 

the downward slope side, allowing it to be above grade and to jut into 

a persimmon grove - a perfect place to end our visit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Epilogue 

With the mission of visiting the exhibit of Monumental Miniatures accom-

plished, we three SBCS’ers  then went to visit the home of fellow SBCS’er Jim 

Redwine.  Jim, the author of several books on still banks, has an awesome 

collection of banks of every possible description and type and – much much 

more.  It seems that those who collect, do so in more than one category!  In 

addition to all of his still banks, Jim has toys, lunch boxes, Royal Doulton head 

mugs, Santa Claus items, and many other collections -  all of which was truly 

mindboggling to see.  Again - many pictures were taken by Joe Kopitz and 

myself – primarily to 

show to our significant 

others that our collecting 

is actually pretty tame! 

 

On Saturday, we each had one thing that we wanted ‘to do’ 

while in St Louis – and so, off we went meet Laura Meyer who 

generously offered to show us around.  We gathered to meet her 

at the new City Garden in downtown St Louis, just several blocks 

away from the Arch.  This was my ‘to do’ item, as this very  

successful two city block park was designed by a landscape firm 

located,  here in Charlottesville. 

Just a hint of Jim’s collections. 

L to R Peter Shank, Joanne Kohn, Joe Kopitz, 

Laura Meyer, and Patricia Smith. 

From the City Garden looking east to the real 

Courthouse and Arch. 

Jim Redwine with one, of three, of his 

inventory ledgers. 
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The following members of the Souvenir Building Collec-

tors Society loaned buildings for the  

Monumental Miniatures: 

 

Darron Copeland, Carol Detweiler, Stephen Hendrick-

son, Michael Emrick, Elizabeth Lawson, Joseph Kopitz, 

Stewart Pruslin, James Redwine, Edward Rensin, 

Ronnette Riley, and Patricia Smith 

 

We then dropped Joe off at 

the Arch, his ‘to do’ item, 

and Laura drove Pat and 

myself around some inter-

esting nearby neighbor-

hoods and a new evolving 

residential loft district in the 

downtown. 

 

The afternoon ended with a 

visit to the Miniature Muse-

um of Greater St Louis, 

Pat’s ‘to do’ item (much to 

my pleasure), and a ‘fix’ for 

dollhouse aficionado’s.  It is always amazing how fascinated peo-

ple are with miniatures and dollhouses are a much larger version 

of collecting buildings! 

 

 

 

 

St Louis, after many years of decline, has emerged in the 

21st century as a new and evolving city of the heartland.  

Our brief visit was only a short introduction but return 

trips are definitely in the future – certainly with my signif-

icant other.  I look forward to once again approaching the 

Mississippi and being greeted by the gateway to the west. 

 

 

 

 

Joe Kopitz at the top of the Arch 

Miniature dollhouses at the Miniature  

Museum of Greater St Louis, a collection 

that Pat Smith still has. 



Save the Date 

S B C S    2012 

in 

TORONTO, CANADA 

June 8 – 10,  

2012 

You must bring a  

Valid PassportValid PassportValid Passport   

 

A Few Notes on Crossing the Border 

1 - A valid passport is required for this convention. Although an American 

citizen can enter Canada with any valid government ID, you require a 

valid passport to re-enter the USA. Without a passport, you can’t go 

home. 

2 - I’ve been coming to SBCS conventions since 2008. I always bring 

some buildings for the swap meet, and I always bring LOTS of buildings 

home with me. When asked if I have anything with me that I plan to leave 

in the USA, I explain that I have a couple of hundred dollars worth of 

gifts, no one gift worth more than $40. When I’m asked to describe them, 

I always say that they are “souvenirs, mainly little metal buildings.” Other 

than the same curious looks that are usually reserved for the elderly and 

the insane, I’m waved across. I use the same story coming home, declar-

ing a value under the legal limit, and describing my treasures in the same 

carefree manner. I’ve never encountered problems. 

3 - You can import gifts for friends into Canada duty- and tax-free as long 

as each gift is valued at CAN$60 or less. There doesn't’t appear to be a 

maximum value.  

4 - American residents can declare up to $800 worth of purchases duty 

free, every 30 days, after being abroad for at least 48 hours. 

Remember, to most of the world, our little buildings are amusing trinkets 

– not valuable treasures!  

1201 Jefferson Street 

Charlottesville VA 22902 


