
Wow two terms as president of SBCS has certainly gone 

quickly.  And while it is an election year, unlike the current 

President of the United States I will not be seeking reelec-

tion.   Nevertheless it has been a pleasure serving as an 

officer of SBCS.  But now the time has come for me to 

pass on the "Olympic torch" to a successor.  But before I 

do so I thought it would be good to refresh the member-

ship on some of the great achievements we as a club 

have had in the last four years. 

 

Coming off the Charlottesville convention the executive 

team thought it would be great to have a publicity contest 

which gave members the opportunity to showcase their 

collections.  The entries came in the form of blogs, news-

paper interviews/featured articles and web videos.  In fact 

now we have a section of the SBSC website devoted to 

member collections in the news.  This archive is growing 

and if you and your collection have been featured in the 

news, we want to add it to our archive so be sure to con-

tact Mike Merwine who created the archive. We also start-

ed a Facebook Group page for members to discuss build-

ing finds, identify unknown buildings and share infor-

mation. 

 

The news was not always rosy for SBCS as we had to 

come to the realization that membership numbers were 

down.    We also faced the difficult task of increasing 

membership dues to cover newsletter costs as a result of 

declining memberships. And while we lost members we 

began to gain new international members in Asia, Portugal 

and the Netherlands. Could SBCS have it's first overseas 

convention in the near future? 

 

While membership totals declined, convention attendance 

climbed.  Attendance at conventions jumped from an av-

erage of 50 attendees to well over 75 at the Char-

lottesville, Pasadena, Stamford and DC conventions.  I 

attribute this climb to the outstanding schedule of events 

each convention chair organized.  Each chairperson kept 

improving on the previous year's convention. 

 

And when the membership gave the executive team feed-

back about our convention raffle fundraiser, we listened 

and completely revamped the raffle.  Thanks to Carol Det-

weiler we devised a raffle program that resulted in people 

having a greater chance to win the donated buildings they 

wanted while also creating greater time efficiencies for 

running the raffle.  Not only that but for our high roller 

members, where money is not an issue, we created a 

Live Auction for rare buildings.  These two changes in-

creased our fund raising almost 100% and also created a 

great deal of good natured competition. 

 

Then there were the exhibitions featuring souvenir build-

ings of some of our membership.  Harry Misuriello devel-

oped a partnership with the National Building Museum in 

Washington DC and SBCS which celebrated the world's 

fairs of the 1930s.   SBCS loaned buildings that are cur-

rently on tour with the exhibition.  And who could have 

imagined that after a Wall Street Journal article in 2010 

that featured the collection of Howie Gelbtuch, that cura-

tors from the Frank Lloyd Wright house museum in St 

Louis, Missouri would contact the club for an exhibition in 

2011! 

So in closing thanks to all the officers, chairpersons and 

other members of SBCS who made this a fun experi-

ence.  There are way too many people to name so let me 

simply say, "Thanks SBCS.  Copeland out." 

Presidents Message  
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Letter from the Editor 

2012 in Toronto is coming – very soon - and  you 

can read all of the details in this issue as well as REGIS-

TER.  Mark Fine has planned an exciting SBCS conven-

tion and June in Toronto is much cooler that some of our  

previous USA convention venues.  A reminder: you must 

come with a VALID passport which is required for return-

ing home. 

A new activity this year is for everyone attending to  

bring, from their own collections, three buildings for an 

expanded Show and Tell.  Mark has suggested 

‘categories’ and given the dedication, mixed with normal 

collective-itis, I am certain that there will be some amaz-

ing ‘themes’ for this new Show and Tell.  Remember the 

definition of a  collection, and that I follow, is that if you 

have three of something you have the beginning of a 

collection.  Just think of all of the ‘new’ collections that 

we can see in Toronto! 

You will also see in this convention issue several re-

minders to pay your dues.  It seems that many of us 

have been remiss in paying our dues these past several 

years, combined with some confusion on all of our part 

as to when dues are due.   It is our dues that pay for the 

thrice yearly newsletter and our current treasury is run-

ning very low.  We have included a box stating the dues 

structure and how dues can be paid, either directly with 

a check mailed to the SBCS Treasurer or online thru 

Paypal at out SBCS website. You can use the enclosed 

convention registration form to pay your dues—both 

those who will be attending the convention and those 

who are not attending.  

The SBCS leadership will be sending out email blasts in 

the next several weeks as another reminder.  Your 

prompt ‘catching up’  will be greatly appreciated. 

Here is to our second international convention this June 

8, 9, and 10  in Toronto.   

By Elizabeth Lawson 

SBCS MEMBERSHIP DUES 

The SBCS membership dues are as follows: 

One year Individual USA   . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$35.00 

One year individual non USA . . . . . . . . . . . $40.00 

One year family/household USA . . . . . . . . $70.00 

One year family/household non USA . . .  . $80.00 

Dues can be paid with Paypal thru the Souvenir Build-

ing Collectors websie:    www.sbcollectors.org 

Please note that $1.50 is added to the payment of dues 

for handling charges. 

Or – dues can be paid by check directly to the SBCS 

Katharine Isbell, SBCS Treasurer 

809 Jackson Street 

Rockwall, TX  75087-6106 

The current dues year of 2012 ends as on June 30, 

2012.  The next SBCS  dues year of 2013 starts as of this 

July 1, 2012. 
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SBCS TORONTO 2012 

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON JUNE 9  

 

Registration will start at 11AM in the lobby of the Hotel. We will leave the hotel at 1 to begin our Friday city tour.  

We'll take the subway to the ROM (Royal Ontario Museum) to see the Libeskind-designed Michael Lee-Chin Crystal, 

then stroll past the towering Brutalist style John P. Robarts Research Library, to the University of Toronto for a 45 mi-

nute historic/architectural tour of this downtown campus. With a few more surprises en route, we'll end the afternoon at 

Queens Park for a tour of the Ontario Legislature Building (Provincial Capital Building). Fingers crossed, we're hoping to 

see the Lieutenant Governor's private suite, a rarely seen treat.  
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Then it's back to the hotel to put your 

feet up for a moment or two before 

heading out for an evening of 

schmoozing, show and tell, and a buf-

fet meal at our opening night reception, 

a subway ride or ten-minute drive from 

the hotel. 

 

FRIDAY NIGHT SHOW & TELL 

 

I thought that we’d try something new 

this year!  My collection, which we’ll 

see on Sunday, is the only complete collection that we’ll see this year. Terry Mycyk and Ted Maruszewski will be bringing 

some of their favourite pieces to show us at some point over the weekend, and I’m hoping to find a few more Torontoni-

ans to step up to the plate.  

 

So, this year we’re asking everyone to bring two or three special buildings with them to show. Invent your own category - 

your three smallest buildings, three hotels, three bridges, three towers, three capital buildings, three war memorials, your 

newest three, your oldest three, three unknowns, or any random group that you’d like to show & tell with the SBCS 

gang.... you get the idea.  

 

Invent a theme, wrap up a few cool little buildings, and bring 

them along to Toronto for everybody to ogle on Friday night. 

 

SATURDAY JUNE 10  

 

Breakfast will be on your own. You can try the Market Garden, on 

the main floor of the Delta. It's a lovely, bright, cafeteria-style res-

taurant. Sit by the windows, or have your breakfast outside by 

the fountain. 

 

At 8 AM we'll have the annual business meeting to elect the next 

term officers and discuss new business in the Rossetti Room on 

the third floor. At 8:30 we'll go next door for the swap meet.  

 

At 11 AM we'll leave the hotel for our Saturday walking tour.  

Our first destination will be the Elgin/Winter Garden Theatre, the 

last surviving Edwardian stacked theatres in the world. Built in 

1913 as vaudeville/movie houses, the upper level Winter Garden, 

which is decorated to resemble a forest, was closed in 1928 and 

remained empty and unused almost 60 years until the pair of the-

atres was renovated and reopened in 1987.  
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From there we'll continue to the towers in the heart of the financial dis-

trict - TD Centre, First Canadian Place, Scotia Bank Plaza, Canada 

Trust Tower, Royal Bank Tower, Commerce Court, and the Art Deco 

Canadian Bank of Commerce and Bank of Nova Scotia. Then it’s off to 

Union Station and the Royal York Hotel, City Hall and Old City Hall, 

Osgoode Hall, and that crazy building on stilts, the Sharp Centre of 

Design, and then back to the hotel to get ready for the banquet. We'll 

find lunch along the way. 

 

SATUDAY EVENING 

 

At 6:00 PM we'll be back at the Rossetti Room for cocktails and a live 

auction, followed by a buffet dinner at 7 PM.  As always, we'll finish the 

night with yet another extraordinary raffle of souvenir buildings and 

monuments donated by all of us. 

 

 

 

SUNDAY JUNE 11  

Early birds can make their way to the Sunday Antique Market at the St. 

Lawrence Farmer's Market building.  

 

From 11 AM to 2 PM we'll carpool or take the subway to the home of SBSC member Mark Fine for an informal lunch and 

a tour of his collection. 
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SOUVENIR BUILDING COLLECTORS SOCIETY 

2012 TORONTO CONVENTION 

TORONTO, CANADA 

JUNE 8, 9 & 10 

LOGISTICS 

 

Well folks, we’re counting down the days here until the SBCS takes over Toronto for the 2012 Convention. This 

year will mark the second International convention location for SBCS, and the first time that we've brought our convention 

to Toronto. 

   

CONVENTION HOTEL 

SBCS 2012 will be at the Delta Chelsea Downtown Toronto,  a great hotel, right downtown and a short walk to the sub-

way; the city will be at your doorstep. For both the Friday and Saturday tours we’ll leave the hotel on foot, take a short 

subway ride, and work our way back to our hotel. Our entire block of rooms has been upgraded to Deluxe Rooms; phone 

at 1-800-243-5732, or online at http://www.deltachelsea.com/qdssbcs12  

  

Be sure to mention Souvenir Building Collectors Society. You must book your room by May 7 to qualify for the group 

rate.  The group rate applies from Thursday June 7 to Sunday June 10. 

 

FLYING TO TORONTO 

Toronto Pearson International Airport - YYZ - serves all major airlines. There is a shuttle bus to the city every 20 minutes 

($23.95 person), or taxis at around $50.   

Porter Airlines flies into Billy Bishop International Airport, a cute little airport on Toronto Island right in the harbour. It's a 

ten-minute taxi ride to downtown from there. Porter flies to Newark, Chicago, Boston, Washington DC, Burlington Ver-

mont and Myrtle Beach. 

Whether you drive, fly, walk, or run - come by boat or by blimp – you will need a VALID PASSPORT to return to the 

USA.  

 

TRACKING SBCS TORONTO 2012 

The SBCS Website will be available for on-line payment of the Convention fees via PayPal, and more programming will 

be posted as it becomes available. 

Expect a couple of email blasts from Toronto as we get closer to June. 

And Remember - Your dues MUST BE PAID IN FULL to attend SBCS TORONTO 2012 

We look forward to welcoming you to Toronto, Canada and SBCS 2012! 
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TORONTO 2012 SOUVENIR BUILDING 

Once again Mike Merwine and family will make another of their amazing souvenir buildings to commemorate  

SBCS Toronto 2012. 

A Toronto landmark since 1899, Toronto’s third City Hall took almost 20 years to plan and build.  Designed by Toronto 

architect Edward James Lennox, this Richardsonian  

Romnesque Revival building made of stone, grey from the Credit River valley in Ontario and brown from New Bruns-

wick, was threatened with demolition in the 1970’s.  Old City Hall was declared n National Historic Site by the Historic 

Sites and Monuments Board of Canada in 1989. 

Every member attending SBCS Toronto 2012 will receive a souvenir od Toronto’ ‘Old City hall’ to add to their collection. 

 

RAFFLE and AUCTION DONATIONS 

As in years past, the Saturday Raffle will be one of the 

highlights of the convention. It wouldn't be an SBCS con-

vention without armfuls of raffle tickets, and it can’t be a 

raffle without the generous contribution of buildings and 

monuments by our members. I encourage you to make a 

donation, or donations. The funds raised from the sale of 

raffle tickets supplements SBCS’s operating expenses, 

over and above the annual dues, first and foremost help-

ing to pay for our newsletters. 

In 2008, Elizabeth Lawson invited you to mail your build-

ings to her in advance.  I don’t know how many people 

took advantage of that offer, but I’m happy to do the same 

this year.  If you’re not attending but want to donate 

something to the raffle, feel free to mail it to me. 

Mark the package GIFT and send it to...  

Mark Fine  

c/o AirMagic 

30 Dorchester Ave., Toronto, Ontario, M8Z 4W3 

Canada 

    Please email me in advance: mark@airmagicfx.com - to let me know to expect it. 

 

LIVE AUCTION 

In Charlottesville in 2008 we had our first live auction. Since then we’ve auctioned members’ buildings, and donated 

buildings, in Pasadena, Stamford and Arlington. We’d like to continue that tradition in Toronto this year.  

Each auction item must have a minimum value of $150.  Five per cent of the sum realized from the sale will be remitted 

to the club. 

 

Your generous contributions will be much appreciated. 



SBCS 2012 Convention 

TORONTO, CANADA 

JUNE 8, 9 & 10 

Delta Chelsea Downtown 

Toronto Hotel 

33 Gerrard Street West 

Toronto, M5G 1Z4 

(416) 595-1975 

Hotel Reservations at special convention 

rate of $129.00 per night (plus tax) must be 

made by 7 May. 

Phone 1-800-243-5732 and ask for the 

‘Souvenir Building Collectors Society’ group 

rate, or go to the wedsite:  

www.deltachelsea.com/qdssbcs12 

 

Time to Renew Your SBCS Membership! 

 One of the joys of Springtime is the SBCS newsletter with the reg-

istration details for our annual convention.  Once again it’s that time 

of year to think about seeing all our SBCS folks together again. 

It’s also a great time to renew your annual membership and it’s so 

easy to do.  The Toronto convention registration form enclosed in 

this newsletter includes adding your dues to the registration fee for 

one easy payment.  You can also simply renew your membership 

online or add it to your online convention registration at the SBCS 

web site using PayPal. 

Remember we have One-Year Individual Memberships at $35 and 

One-Year Family/Household Memberships at $70.  Memberships 

outside the US are slightly higher at $40 and $80 respectively. 

The SBCS will send out email reminders to those members who 

need to renew. Please look for  it in your inbox and renew at your 

earliest opportunity. 

1201 Jefferson Street 

Charlottesville VA 22902 



SOUVENIR BUILDING COLLECTORS SOCIETY - TORONTO 2012 

ANNUAL CONVENTION - JUNE 8, 9, AND 10, 2012 

Delta Chelsea Downtown Toronto Hotel 

33 Gerrard Street West, Toronto, M5G 1Z4 

(416) 595-1975   

 

Hotel reservations at special convention rate of $129.00 per night (plus tax) must be made by May 7 or a higher rate will apply.  

Rate includes upgrade to a Deluxe room, internet access, and discounted parking. 

Phone 1-800-243-5732 and ask for the “Souvenir Building Collectors Society" group rate, or go to the website:  http://

www.deltachelsea.com/qdssbcs12 

SBCS CONVENTION REGISTRATION FORM 

This form can also be completed at the SBCS Web Site http://www.sbcollectors.org 

 

Item Cost Quantity Total 

Member Registration.  Includes special com-

memorative souvenir building (only one per 

Member) 

$165.00   

Guest Registration (nonmember) $90.00   

Swap Meet – Full Table $25.00   

Swap Meet – Half Table $15.00   

Friday Tour of The Legislature (Ontario Capital 

Building) - U of T Campus - ROM - and more! 

$15.00   

Saturday Tour of the Elgin/Winter Garden, Fi-

nancial District Towers - Union Station - Royal 

York Hotel - City Hall & Old City Hall - and 

more! 

$25.00   

SBCS DUES: New______  Renewal______ 

One-Year Individual Membership 

One-Year Family/Household Membership 

 

$35.00 

$70.00 

  

Late fee for registrations received after June 1 $20.00   

  TOTAL  

REMITTED 

 



 

 

Registration includes:  Friday night reception, Saturday morning swap meet, Saturday night buffet banquet, raffle and 

auction, and Sunday brunch and visit to a local collection. Friday and Saturday tours include subway tokens.   

Registrations received after June 1 will be $20 more. 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE SEND THIS FORM WITH YOUR CHECK MADE OUT TO “SBCS” TO: 

Katharine Isbell/SBCS 2012 

809 Jackson St. 

Rockwall, TX 75087 

 

 

PLEASE MAKE SURE YOUR DUES ARE PAID 

 

 

Attendee Infor-

mation (Member is 

primary contact for 

their party) 

  

Member Name:   

Address   

City, State and Zip   

Phone Home: Mobile: 

Email   

Guest #1 – Name   

Guest #2 – Name   

Guest #3 – Name   

Guest #4 – Name   


