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By Joe Kopitz, Brooklyn, NY 

As I begin my term as President of 

the SBCS, I’d like to thank Darron 

Copeland for the terrific job he has 

done these past four years.  A round 

of applause, please!  We look forward 

to his continued enthusiasm and con-

tributions that he has so readily 

shared with us over the years. 

Before the memory of the Toronto 

convention begins to fade, I want to 

share a couple of things that stood 

out for me.  First of all, many thanks 

to Mark Fine and the folks in Toronto 

for making the SBCS convention a 

great success and a lot of fun.  There 

were 35 registrations and 54 people 

in attendance.  We even had several 

very young collectors attend.   

A feature that was formalized this 

year as a main component of the con-

vention, Show and Tell, was a re-

sounding success.    While we have 

always enjoyed the occasional build-

ing brought to be shown off and 

talked about at past conventions, this 

was the first time that we were all en-

couraged to bring “two or three spe-

cial buildings” to the convention.  The 

lack of any specific category guide-

lines only added to the variety and 

enjoyment of folks’ presentations.  It 

was great fun and we got to see some 

great buildings and hear some nice 

stories. 

This year’s raffle and auction were 

very popular.  In fact, we had to get 

more raffle tickets to sell and add 

ticket containers to accommodate the 

heavy demand.  There were many 

“must have” buildings offered and the 

room was teaming with high energy 

and excitement.  Many lucky folks left 

with treasured favorites.  And this 

year’s raffle raised the most money 

ever for the Society.   

The executive team got together dur-

ing the convention to discuss ways to 

attract new members, add value to 

membership and to create more ave-

nues of communication.  This inter-

ested in hearing from you with your 

ideas, comments and suggestions.  If 

you like or don’t like what we are do-

ing – please let us know how to 

make it better for all of us.  Your con-

structive input is very welcome.  

Please email me directly at 

JoeKopitz@yahoo.com. 

Mark Fine had suggested an interac-

tive way for our members to share 

information in the form of periodic 

emails.  This would be in addition to 

the current printed newsletter.  There 

will be feature stories, quizzes, ad-

vice columns and more.  But the best 

feature will be the chance for mem-

bers to respond to questions posed 

in the emails and contribute their 

views in a timely way so that we can 

print articles in the newsletter that 

reflect our members needs and inter-

ests.  This will be an evolving forum 

and a great opportunity for input from 

you.  So, if we don’t already have 

your email address – now is the time 

to update us so that you don’t miss 

any issues of this new benefit for our 

members.  You can send your email 

address to our Membership Chair, 

Harry Misuriello at misuri-

ello@verizon.net 

We have had contests in the past to 

see who can create the best publicity 

for the SBCS.  The winners created 

videos and had newspaper and mag-

azine articles written about them and 

their collections.  We should keep this 

activity up to spread the word about 

the SBCS.  If we need another con-

test to get the juices flowing – we can 

consider it again.  But, do we really 

need that incentive to show off our 

great collection and tell our story?  

Maybe not.  What can you do to be 

creative? 

We will roll out many more interesting 

and informative articles in future is-

sues and we need your help.  If you 

have any suggestions to expand our 

membership, add value to being a 

member or have ways to expand 

communication among members – 

please let us know.  Thank you 

Summer-Fall 2012 
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This issue has several stories written 

by SBCS members; the first article is 

by Lance Oldham who has generously 

written a series of stories that will 

begin appearing in each edition of the 

newsletter.  Lance’s articles provide 

important history and background in-

formation on specific souvenir build-

ings, always welcome in enhancing 

the provenance of these pieces. 

 

Imagine my surprise and delight to 

receive an email from Tom DiNapoli 

with an attachment containing a great 

collecting story on fobs and with illus-

trative pictures.  The newsletter is 

richer when any and all members con-

tribute their stories regarding collect-

ing souvenir buildings.  The articles do 

not have to be long; tell about a sou-

venir building in your collection; was 

there something special in how you 

found it; has it caused you to look for 

other/similar types of buildings.     

 

Show & Tell this year was a resound-

ing success, so much so that there is 

an article about this longstanding 

SBCS tradition.  We learned so much, 

heard fascinating stories and saw, as 

well as touched, great and varied sou-

venir buildings.  Because of Show & 

Tell there is an article about Alpha 

buildings and we hope that we will be 

able to make this an ongoing feature 

in the newsletter.  Again, send in your 

alpha building story and, if possible, a 

picture of it (as a jpg or pdf) and we 

will put it in the newsletter.   

 

As you will see, there was an excel-

lent turnout of SBCS members and 

guests in Toronto for the 2012 con-

Letter from the Editor 

By Elizabeth Lawson 
vention.  Among the attendees were 

first timers Steven and Ethan Cheva-

lier.  We were delighted to welcome 

them, especially 12 year old Ethan 

who became the ‘star’ of the conven-

tion!  Ethan brought his iPad to Show 

& Tell and was able to ‘show’ his col-

lection numbering around 850 build-

ings!  Then, Ethan was a major con-

tributor to the raffle, vying with yours 

truly for the four miniature buildings 

contributed by Infocustech.  I am 

happy to report that Ethan’s number 

was called and that his Dad, Steven, 

said that these four buildings were 

now the most expensive in the col-

lection!  It seems that the Chevaliers 

had to totally repack before heading 

home, dedicating one whole suitcase 

to souvenir building. The SBCS  wel-

comes these new father/son mem-

bers.  The Chevaliers now join our 

long time father/daughter members 

Bob and Carolyn Curtiss and Mer-

wines — dad Mike Sr. and sons 

Mike, Steve, and Jon.  Isn’t it nice to 

know that the collecting ‘bug’ is in our 

DNA. 

 

To strengthen the SBCS Newsletter 

we need the help and contributions 

of all of our members.  Send your 

stories and pictures to the editor at: 

ewl2m@virginia.edu.  All contribu-

tions will be appreciated. 

 

 

Happy collecting AND story telling! 

 

 

 

 

 

Show & Tell 

       Toronto 2012 

 

This year the SBCS convention tradi-

tion of Show & Tell had a very differ-

ent, and very successful, format; all 

convention attendees were invited to 

bring three buildings to Toronto to 

share.  Instead of taking place during 

the always busy Saturday evening 

dinner, Show & Tell was a part of the 

Friday evening Meet & Greet. 

 

Over half of the 35 SBCS members 

attending brought buildings; some 

brought THREE different sets of three 

buildings!  And as soon as we started 

gathering the ‘threes’ were put out for 

Show – to be ogled, touched, and 

photographed; the latter happening 

under less than ideal circumstances 

but with great appreciation and gusto. 

 

After socializing, catching up with one 

another, and having dinner the Tell 

part of the evening commenced. Lara 

Goeke told her story of finding her 

1962 Baltimore Montgomery Ward 

Building at a yard sale for $5. 
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Among Tarun Verma’s ‘three’ build-

ings were four thimbles topped with 

miniatures of the Football Hall of 

Fame in Akron, OH; the Aquarium of 

the Americas in New Orleans, LA; the 

New Grand Old Opry in Nashville, 

TN; and the Ferris Wheel at Cedar 

Point, OH. 

 

First time SBCS convention at-

tendees, Steven and Ethan Chevalier 

from Mississippi brought the only 

known, and  conveniently three, sou-

venir buildings in MS; the Hattiesburg 

Federal Savings,  Lamar Life and the 

First national Bank.  The latter two in 

Jackson, MS.  

 

Jay Myers brought two buildings 

from his hometown of Evansville, IN.  

The Customs House and the Court-

house, shown below. 

 

Joe Kopitz was among those who 

brought three threes.  One of the 

threes was a bank AND a savings 

book from that bank such as the 

Greenwich Savings Bank in NYC. 

 

Joe also brought three salt/pepper 

ceramic versions of the First National  

& Trust Bank in Tulsa, OK including a 

post card of the bank. 

 

The souvenir building traveling the 

farthest was Chris Spry’s Palazzo 

Vecchio, Florence, IT which Chris 

found in New Zealand! 

 

In telling his story about the four build-

ings that he was showing, the sur-

prise, for Terry Mycyk, was that he 

found them in his hometown of Cam-

bridge, ON!  All of the buildings come 

from the Catherine Karnes Munn Col-

lection.   Terry explained that in 1973 

Cambridge was the incorporation of 

the three distinct communities of Galt, 

Preston, and Hespeler  The first build-
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ing is St Peter’s Cathedral Basilica in 

London, ON; the long collegiate build-

ing is Galt Collegiate & Vocational 

School; the old Galt Firehouse; and 

Cambridge (Galt) City Hall. 

The Curtiss's, Bob, Judy, and Carolyn 

all were wearing special blue shirts 

with a unique, and appropriate logo.  

One of the three sets of three that 

Carolyn brought were the three eras-

ers of the Eiffel Tower; the Leaning 

Tower of Pisa; and Rodin’s the Think-

er. 

Unfortunately there is not enough 

space to enumerate ALL of wonder-

ful, and great variety, of buildings 

that members brought to this new 

Show & Tell format.  Many attend-

ing voiced a desire for this format to 

be repeated and included in future 

SBCS conventions.  It is a terrific 

learning experience. 

 

This report will end with undoubtedly 

the most expensive souvenir build-

ing presentation – that of Art Ratner.  

Art purchased on eBay a TIFFANY 

full sized (not just the top) replica of 

Banker’s Trust Company in NYC.  

Many of us were drooling on and all 

over this Treasure! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alpha Buildings  

By Elizabeth Lawson 

 

What is it about first times that cap-

tures our interest and imagination?  

Our first date?  Kiss?  Love? Next 

step!  Apartment or house where we 

lived on our own?  And for the SBCS 

cult – our first souvenir building?  

This latter question came into focus 

at Show and Tell this year. 

 

Among the three buildings that Bob 

Curtiss brought was his first, ever, 

souvenir building, the Prudential Tow-

er In Chicago.  As Bob was quick to 

say, he got it before most SBCS 

members were born!  It was in 1950 

when he was 10 years old and at the 

time, the Prudential was the tallest 

building in Chicago. 

 

Another Show & Tell presentation 

was Tim Stout’s where he brought his 

first souvenir building, immediately 

dubbed an ‘Alpha building’, a 1984 

Space Needle from Seattle.  To bal-

ance this out he also brought his very 

latest building (until the Swap Meet) – 
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the new World Trade Center Tower in 

NYC. 

 

The first building is always a good 

conversation starter for SBCS crazy  

collectors (according our significant 

others, enablers, and/or friends).  So I 

have started asking several of you this 

question.  I particularly appreciate the 

irony/coincidence of Roger 

Kooyenga’s first building.  He bought 

an 11-inch metal CN Tower in 2006 in 

a shop on Yonge Street – near where 

the Toronto convention hotel was 

located. How did Roger know that 

he would be returning to Toronto via 

the island airport right downtown 

(and taking the picture below), a full 

fledged souvenir building collector – 

all in just six years!   

 

These stories are always interesting; 

not only what your first building was 

but where you got it and why you 

were drawn to buy this type of sou-

venir.   So send an email to the 

newsletter editor at 

ewl2m@virginia.edu with your short 

story – and better yet – a pdf picture 

of the ‘culprit’!  

the Holland-America Line and the 

famous Zaanse /Schans houses.  All 

together, it is a beautiful and typically 

Dutch collection. The entire collection 

is currently on display in the City of 

Hoorn. 

 

Simon joined the SBCS in 2011 and 

he and his wife, Suze, attended the 

2011 SBCS convention in Washing-

ton, DC (their first trip to the US) and 

returned this year to join us in Toron-

to.  In fact, Simon is really ‘into’ the 

SBCS convention as he brought to 

Show & Tell a picture of the City Hall 

of Middelburg, a rare piece that he 

still has not found; the Burj Khalifa 

Tower in Dubai, UAE for the auction; 

and a contribution for the raffle  - 

Royal Goedewaagen’s  Public Hospi-

tal in Williamsburg, VA. 

SBCS recognized our fellow member 

and Dutch Collector of the Year at the 

convention’s Saturday evening dinner 

with a CN Tower.  Simon now has  

the minimum three  buildings, includ-

ing the 2011 and 2012 convention 

buildings,  for a small meta souvenir 

building collection within his ceramic 

collection!  

 

Simon Hemmes Named  

Dutch Collector of 2011  

SBCS member Simon Hemmes, of 

Bilthoven, The Netherlands was 

named as the Dutch Collector of 

2011. He received the award at the 

Spring 2012 semi annual Interna-

tional Collectors Fair, known as De 

Verzamelaarsbeurs in Utrecht.  Eu-

rope’s largest vintage fair, it has 

over 2000 stands offering an inspir-

ing array of collectibles. 

Simon has been collecting for over 

twenty years, specializing in KLM 

miniature houses and souvenir 

buildings made my Royal 

Goedewaagen.  The KLM houses 

are given to passengers flying busi-

ness or first class on KLM, consid-

ered the ‘only’ legitimate way to col-

lect the houses!  Today his collec-

tion is considered one of the largest 

in these areas of specialization of 

Dutch memorabilia and is even big-

ger than KLM’s own collection. 

At the International Fair, Simon ex-

hibited most of his collection includ-

ing other miniatures like ships from 
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Durham Life Insurance Co.  

By Lance G. Oldham 

(Waverly F. Akins Wake County Office Building) 

336 Fayetteville Street, Raleigh, NC 

The Durham Life Insurance Co. Build-

ing was designed by Northrup & O’Bri-

en in the late 1930s. Construction on 

the building began in 1940 and it was 

completed in 1942. 

The building is a 15 story lime stone 

clad structure with a 3 story high en-

trance finished with polished granite. 

At the time of Its construction, the 

building boasted state of the art cen-

tral air conditioning.   A rear wing on 

Salisbury Street was added in 1947. 

At the time it was built, it was Ra-

leigh’s tallest building, dominating the 

skyline until 1965 when the BB&T 

Bank across the street was erected.  

Wake County bought the Life Insur-

ance building in 1978. 

The Durham Life Insurance Company 

was founded in 1906 as the Durham 

Mutual Protective Association and 

changed the name in 1907 to the 

Durham Life Insurance Company.  

Through the years there were a 

number of acquisitions and mergers 

as the company grew and expand-

ed.  In 1920 the company relocated 

its home office to Raleigh. 

In 1927, The Durham Life Insurance 

Company purchased Radio Station 

WRCO from the Wynne Company 

and the station’s call letters were 

altered to WPTF (for “We Protect the 

Family” to match the company’s 

motto). In 1977, Durham Life bought 

a TV station WRDU-TV, later chang-

ing call letters to WPTF-TV. The TV 

station was sold later to Paul Bris-

sette. 

In the late 1970s, Don Curtis (Curtis 

Media Group) became one of the 

largest stockholders in Durham Cor-

poration, whose holdings at that time 

included Durham Life Insurance and 

Durham Life Broadcasting. In 1991, 

Durham Life sold the broadcasting 

company to Don Curtis. 

In 1994, the Durham Life Insurance 

Co. was acquired by Providian In-

surance, which later changed its 

name to Peoples Security Life Insur-

ance Company.  In 1998, this com-

pany merged into Monumental Life 

Insurance Company. In 1986, Monu-

mental was acquired as a subsidiary 

of the Dutch insurance giant, Aegon. 

The souvenir building bank depicting 

the building was manufactured by 

Banthrico in 1955 and probably given 

out as promotions to celebrate the 

company’s 50
th
 year of business. The 

souvenir measures 4½" x 3" x 4½" 

tall and has a copper-toned finish. 

There are a few varieties that exist. A 

small number of pieces with a gold-

toned finish were made that were 

probably given to select dignitaries. 

Around 1990, the Valley Casting Co. 

(a successor to the Banthrico Co.) 

made several pewter-toned proto-

types from the original molds.  

Currently, Cutting Edge Industries 

(the current successor of the Banthri-

co Co.) offers a pewter-toned model 

made from the original molds that 

sells for $25 plus shipping. I would 

assign the original general-issue 

banks a “D” rarity rating consistent 

with Jim Redwine’s book, Coin Banks 

by Banthrico (page 136 #573). I have 

seen the general-issue banks sell for 

anywhere from $31 to $384 with an 

average price of $91. In past auc-

tions, one of the limited edition gold-

toned banks sold for $76 and one of 

the Cutting Edge prototypes sold for 

$108. 

 

 

Editors note: Durham Life Insurance 

Company, gold plated limited edition of 25

-50; page 247 #1969 of James Redwine’s 

‘Banthrico Banks and Beyond’ 
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SBCS 2013 Convention set to 

Invade  Fort Snelling 

By Carolyn Curtiss 

Finding the Fort Snelling miniature at 

a flea market may be your only expo-

sure to the Twin Cities but my 

hometown is a diverse and dynamic 

destination for next year’s annual 

SBCS gathering.  From the world’s 

largest mall, Mall of America, to the 

quiet beauty of its many lakes, there is 

much to see and do. 

The official dividing line, the mighty 

Mississippi, gives birth to Minneapolis.  

Harnessing its power creates the flour 

mills and the nationally known brands 

of General Mills and Pillsbury.  The 

Mill City museum, dubbed the world’s 

most explosive museum, stands with 

in the shell of one of the mills. 

Across the river and below St Anthony 

Falls, St Paul lays claim to lumber, the 

steamboat, and railroad trades as well 

as capitol of Minnesota.  James J. Hill, 

a railroad magnate, created both the 

Great Northern and North pacific rail-

roads. 

Minneapolis has a beautiful chain of 

lakes in town as well as Minnehaha 

Falls.  St Paul showcases a large ur-

ban park containing a free zoo, 

amusement park, and its hundred 

year old glass conservatory bursts 

with flowers year round. 

Both cities have excellent museums, 

Minneapolis with the world renown 

Walker Art Center, the Minneapolis 

Institute of Arts and the Frank Gehry 

designed Weismann Museum.  St 

Paul has the Minnesota History Muse-

um and the Science Museum.  

While Minneapolis has more varied 

and modern architecture St Paul is 

more classic with its Beaux Arts Cass 

Gilbert designed State Capitol.  The 

Summit Avenue area in St Paul prides 

itself on its well preserved Victorian 

era mansions including the James J. 

Hill house  and the St Paul Cathe-

dral. 

There are Segway and trolley tours 

in the Twin Cities as well as a boat 

tour on a fully restored steamboat.  

Nearby Stillwater, the state’s first 

town, has a high concentration of 

antique stores and boutiques.  

Hometown airline Sun Country of-

fers reasonable airfares out of the 

Hubert Humphrey terminal as well 

as Delta and the major air carriers 

operate at the adjacent Lindbergh 

terminal.  A light rail system services 

both downtown Minneapolis and the 

Mall of America but there is no sub-

way or central transportation sys-

tem.  Renting a car would be recom-

mended. 

We are all looking forward to seeing 

what our SBCS convention chair, 

Tom Malone, has in mind to make 

2013’s event fabulous.  If you have 

any questions you can email me at 

lechipster@aol.com and I will try my 

best to answer. 

Minnesota Landmarks: Vision of 

Peace, St Paul; Fort Snelling, St 

Paul; Paul Bunyan, Bemidji 

Building Fobs:  

Simply “Fobulous”!  

by Tom DiNapoli 

 

Like junkies, serious souvenir build-

ing collectors are addicted to getting 

their fix however possible, especially 

when the little buildings they crave 

are nowhere to be found or worse are 

snapped up by other equally addicted 

collectors. Sometimes the fix comes 

in the form of yet another Empire 

State Building or Eiffel Tower making 

them the umpteenth variety of these 

miniatures in your collection. But re-

gardless, they satisfy the craving until 

something better comes along. 

 

Well, while in such a pitiful state 

some time ago I accidentally chanced 

upon a fabulous fix in the form of a 

miniature building fob – yes, a fob 

that one might have used years ago 

for pocket-watches, bank deposit 

boxes, and hotel keys, even medals 

to name just the most common uses 

for such small accessories. The detail 

on the one I found – the “Textile 

Workers Union of America Building” – 

is incredible and even includes the 

name of the building in the frieze.  

 

Textile Workers Union of America Bldg. 
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The fobs I’ve since purchased, most 

of which can be had for under $10, 

show a similar attention to detail remi-

niscent of a bygone era when artisans 

and craftsman, took far greater pride 

in their work than is customarily seen 

in today’s plastic, cheaply produced 

kitschy key-chains, for example.  

 

So what do these building fobs look 

like? If one searches the items availa-

ble on eBay one finds lots of fobs, fea-

turing buildings that are imprinted or 

embossed on them in two-dimensions. 

See photo 1-The ones I’ve restricted 

myself to, are those depicting a build-

ing in three-dimensions as can be 

seen in photos 3-7 below. All of them 

are perfectly flat, with some having the 

building’s identification, slogan, even 

history on the backside. Despite their 

flatness all appear three dimensional 

giving the illusion of having height, 

width, and depth.  In creating such an 

illusion so skillfully, these little build-

ings are truly fobulous! 

 

Finally, there’s an added benefit to  

collecting building fobs aside from 

stilling the craving we all have experi-

enced from time to time for the “real” 

thing and that is their portability. Un-

like their larger truly three-

dimensional cousins, building fobs 

can go anywhere their collectors go 

so long as they have their keys with 

them.  

 

 

Lay them on a table at a business 

meeting or at a restaurant with friends 

– because they soon become pretty 

weighty in a coat or pants pocket – 

and watch the inquisitive looks they’re 

sure to attract. If you’re lucky, the 

conversation that’ll take place about 

these miniature building fobs might 

even recruit a new collector to the 

hobby we all enjoy – and pursue – so 

avidly. And isn’t that the key? 

 

Editors note:  Tom DiNapoli, on the 

faculty at Louisiana State University 

in Baton Rouge, LA, is the SBCS self 

appointed indexer for all SBCS news-

letters; many thanks go to Tom for his 

long time efforts in this important in-

dexing endeavor. 

 

Hotel Mark Hopkins, San Francisco, CA 

1
st
 National Bank of Glasgow, Montana 

Whitney National Bank of New Orleans 

1st Wisconsin Bank of Sheboygan 

VFW Memorial Hall, Washington, DC 

Midland National Bank, Billings, Montana 
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An intrepid touring group of SBCS’ers in front of Toronto’s Old City Hall—at least 30 of the 35 members attending Toronto 2012.  

Only one table, of many, of amazing Show & 

Tell treasures 

Tim Bottorff, winning bidder for the Burj Khalifa 

Tower 
Mark Fine had TWO Swap Meet tables FULL of goodies 
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Harry Misuriello lusting for Hugh Connolly’s Statue of 

Liberty while Russel Keune and David Savanyu look on 

Ethan Chevalier dials up on an iPad his own collection 

for many interested collectors to see 
The SBCS Business meeting with attendees sitting! 

And the fullest of cups -four Infocustech miniature 

buildings; raising almost 10% of the Raffle earnings 

The very full Auction table; with much appreciation of 

those SBCS members who contributed auction items 

Hugh and Peggy Connolly Jerry Isbell-Hays and Al Hays 

SBCS President Joe Kopitz and Ken 

Diamondstone; the President did well by the Raffle 

This was a very winning Raffle table; Jay Myers, Bill 

Green, and Chris Spry 

This Canadian trio required two cups 

David Kelly, Jay Hoffman, and Michael Bednar Putting those raffle tickets in the cups of your dreams 
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Show & Tell hostess Amy Matchen with 2012 Convention Chair 

Mark Fine- a long and loud SHOUT OUT to the both of you 

Tarun Verma’s Swap Meet table had internet printouts of the 

actual places of the buildings he was selling – a great reference 

for buyers  

SBCS 2013 Convention Chair Tom Malone with Susannah and 

Josiah – notice the latter’s building shirt 

Mike Merwine Jr and Dad, Mike Sr  Lea Sarodjo and proud Mom, Katharine Isbell Karen Myers wears buildings 

Ontarians Ted Maruszewski, Terry Mycyk, and Judy Collins Suze Hemmes, Ingrid Keune and Russel Keune Carolyn Curtiss and Dad, Bob Curtiss 

Rafflemeister extraordornaire Carol Detweiler 
Steven and Ethan Chevalier – note the many many Raffle 

tickets! 
Bob Kneisel, Marty and Art Ratner  



 

 

 www.replicabuildings.com 

 

1201 Jefferson St. 

Charlottesville VA 22902 


