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President’s Message 

By Joe Kopitz 

Reporting from New York, I have to say 

that we in Downtown Brooklyn suffered 

very little damage from the recent hurri-

cane Sandy.  I know there were many 

terrible stories of damage along the 

whole East Coast and I hope no one 

suffered greatly from the effects of the 

storm. 

On a happier note, I’d like to announce 

that preparations are under way for a 

great convention in Minneapolis/St. Paul 

for the weekend of June 21st – 23rd.  

Please mark your calendars and we will 

update you as we get closer to the date. 

In October Ken and I went to France for a 

long overdue vacation.  Planning to do a 

lot of driving and exploring of the 

Languedoc and Provence regions, I had 

expected to visit many tourist sites and 

as many antique shops and markets as 

possible.  As luck would have it, we found 

many such sites.  Luck, however, ran out 

just before finding lots of souvenir build-

ings.  Most of the time, I could find only 3

-D key fobs or magnets – not buildings or 

coin banks.  Fortunately, I love 3-D key 

fobs and magnets so not a total loss. 

A much anticipated visit to L’Isle-sur-la-

Sorgue (touted as the second best an-

tique destination outside of Paris) on 

their weekly antique flea market day 

yielded only one souvenir building (the 

Arc de Triomphe) atop an art deco 

styled coin bank (complete with an old 

photo of the Eifel Tower and a trick 

lock).  This did satisfy my love of coin 

banks AND souvenir buildings so it was a 

win-win for me. 

When we arrived in Paris I immediately 

searched out their reportedly best an-

tique flea market.  I was able to get a 

sweet trio of metal cathedrals (2 ver-

sions of the Cathedral at Strasbourg and 

a sweet little Dom Trier).  Searches for 

other markets and shops yielded noth-

ing.  Well, of course, we didn’t travel to 

France ONLY to buy souvenir buildings, 

did we?  Hmm… 

Do you have an interesting vacation sto-

ry that you would like to share?  Or per-

haps an unusual souvenir building you 

found or one you found in an unusual 

way?  Remember – this is your news-

letter.  We all like to read about other 

folks building stories.  Please let our edi-

tor know.  Thanks. 

In November we went to Columbus Ohio 

to do our part in working for the nation-

al elections.  Hopefully, everyone did 

what they could to help the candidates 

of their choice.  Voting is our duty and 

obligation.  Enough said. 

I had also been very busy helping one of 

SBCS’s first members, Pat Smith, prepare 

for her move back to Iowa.  She has been 

downsizing her little buildings collection 

and our own Ward Smith has been help-

ing sell her buildings on eBay under the 

username of Clairedad.  Pat also 

amassed many other collectibles in addi-

tion to souvenir buildings, so dealing 

with all of these treasures was quite an 

undertaking. 

Pat went into contract to sell her house 

after the first weekend on the market.  

Then there was lots of sorting, packing, 

selling, giving away and throwing away 

and finally decisions about 40+ years of 

accumulation were resolved.  The house 

closed on Monday, the movers came on 

Tuesday to pack, Wednesday to place 

everything into the moving truck and on 

Thanksgiving Day, she flew to her neph-

ew in St. Paul.  She is now setting up her 

new home just outside of Des Moines.  

She brought with her a much reduced 

collection of her favorite buildings.  But 

rumor has it that she will be adding to it 

whenever she can.  No – it never stops. 

I will miss visiting Pat at her Brooklyn 

home and our chats about recent acqui-

sitions over tea and treats.  Email and 

telephone will have to suffice.   

Fall - Winter 2012 
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Letter from the Editor 

By Elizabeth Lawson 

 

The call for alpha/first souvenir buildings in the last issue of the Souvenir Building Collector resulted in a wonderful sto-

ry from the President, Joe Kopitz.  As it happens, his alpha building is part of a story line in this issue regarding those 

souvenir buildings hand made by individuals.   

 

Show & Tell at the 2012 convention presented a wealth of potential stories for the newsletter.  The first of these sto-

ries in this issue is a brief overview of the small but very focused and disciplined collecting ethos of David Savanyu, of 

Richmond, VA.  David’s story caught my attention when he spoke about liking to collect souvenir buildings where he 

has met the creator.  Read on about his other ‘rule’ for collecting, it might open our eyes and minds regarding our own 

collecting habits! 

 

Then, since 2012 was all about elections, there is an article about a Presidential  connection to the souvenir building 

world.  And, this connection includes souvenir buildings made ‘by hand’, continuing the thread in this edition. 

 

Finally, there is the now monthly in-depth article written by Lance Oldham.  His research and illustrations bring a level 

of scholarship to souvenir buildings enhancing and adding value to all souvenir buildings.  If only every such souvenir 

could have such a recorded provenance. 

 

Our SBCS President, Joe Kopitz, has designed a special SBCS postcard that he sends to new members welcoming them 

to our society. The latest new members are Joan Kane, Chicago, IL, Jim Marlowe, Cape Coral, FL, and Kenneth Bean, 

Louisville, KY with whom we look forward to meeting and sharing our collecting mania. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 www.replicabuildings.com 
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A Profile of David Savanyu:   

a real and true souvenir building collector 

 

A souvenir building made out of cork?  Do tell.  And tell is exactly 

what David Savanyu did at the 2012 SBCS convention Show and Tell.  

In his remarks David stated that he has an affinity for souvenir build-

ings where he has met the person who made the building.   

When David paid his entrance fee to visit San Giovanni Eremite In 

Palermo, Italy the monk in the ticket booth had several replicas of 

San Giovanni made of cork.  The monk whittled these little gems 

from wine and other corks, giving him something to do while in the 

ticket booth. 

David’s brief and intriguing Show and Tell led later to a more in depth 

interview including the presence of a box with some souvenir build-

ings illustrating his overall collection of around 300 buildings which 

are neither logged or listed.  He first pulled out a small plastic replica 

of the Parthenon, followed by a magnet of the Hundertwasserhaus 

apartment complex in Vienna, Austria.  As he talked about his souve-

nir buildings he 

mentioned that 

while he has pur-

chased some thru 

eBay he has since 

forgone that ven-

ue.  He early on 

determined to lim-

it his collection to souvenirs depicting buildings which he has pur-

chased while traveling.  This orthodoxy explains the variety of mate-

rials and types of souvenirs in his collection.   

 

Next to emerge from the box  were some Italian ‘goodies’.  A group 

of three ornaments  were buildings in Todi, Italy created with layers 

of wood giving a dimension to the representation; a fourth building 

was a ceramic  wall hanging of Santa Maria della Consolazione which 

is pictured above with its wood counterpart.  Finally there was a 

lovely ceramic souvenir building depicting the complicated forms 

and massing of the Basilica of San Vitale in Ravenna. 

 

 

Basilica of San Vitale, Ravenna, 

San Giovanni Eremit, Palermo, Italy 

 

Santa Maria della Consolazione, Todi, Italy  
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David told many stories about his travels and seeking out souvenirs.  One 

of his secrets is to ALWAYS be looking – everywhere – such as in a  candy 

store in Amiens.  All of a sudden he saw a ceramic box,  full of candy, and 

he immediately recognized what the box was:  the Amiens Cathedral. 

  

 

 

 

Another French souvenir 

was, at first glance, a 

country church but this 

was not just any church.  

The cold cast resin sou-

venir was  the Church 

with a Parachute Memo-

rial in Sainte-Mere 

Eglise.  On D-Day, paratrooper John Steele hung from his parachute 

which had caught on the top of the village church.  The village has 

memorialized the D-Day invasion by maintaining the parachute on 

the church.  See if you can see it on the souvenir building. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Of course David was asked about his first/alpha souvenir building and it is a great way to start collecting.  In the mid 

eighties he visited  La Sagrada Familia and bought a bronze replica of the façade.  On a later trip to Barcelona he bought 

two pairs of salt and peppers depicting Gaudi’s Parc Guell gatehouses and Casa Amatiler by Cadafalch, and Casa Batilo 

by Gaudi. 

 

 

Gaudi Parc Guell gatehouses and Casa Amatiler and Villa Batilo, Barcelona, Spain  
La Sagrada Familia, 

The Cathedral of Our Lady of Amiens, Amiens, France 

 

 

Church with a Parachute Memorial, Sainte-Mere Eglise,France 
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For the interview David shared around 25 buildings ending with some very unique Vene-

tian icons.  Their provenance is especially relevant as these buildings are by Giovanni Moro 

whose website is:  www.morogiovanni.com.  These beautiful replicas are made in a small 

family owned workshop in Venice and are truly done by hand much like the hand carved 

cork church.  David has visited the Moro family 

shops in Venice several times and plans to do 

so, yet again, in early 2013. 

 

 

The  Moro Campanile (Tower of Piazza San 

Marco) was at the 2012 Show & Tell, presented 

as an example of knowing the maker.  David 

also has Moro’s Clock Tower embedded on the 

north side of Piazza San Marco. 

 

 

And, finally, a big shout to David Savanyu  for 

this Souvenir Building Collector Show & Tell;  he 

is a real and true SOUVENIR building collector. 

 

2013 SBCS 

Fort Snelling Invasion 

Set for 

21 thru 23 June 

Minneapolis, MN 

Details in next issue 

Campanile San Marco, Venice, Italy 

 

Clock Tower San Marco, Venice Italy 
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Fidelity Trust Company 

Building Coin Bank 

467 Congress St. 

Portland, ME 

By Lance G. Oldham © 2009, 2012 

The Fidelity Trust Company Building was completed over one hun-

dred years ago, in 1909. The building was Portland, Maine’s first sky-

scraper, boasting 10 stories and 135 ft in height. At the time of its 

construction, it was the tallest skyscraper north of Boston. 

The building pioneered the use in the region of steel frame construc-

tion, which is in common use today, to transfer the weight of the 

building to the interior skeleton. The frame is clad on two sides by 

Indiana Bedford limestone. The sculptured 

roofline gives the building an unusual Gothic-

like appearance. 

 G. Henri Desmond of the firm of Desmond & 

Lord, architects, Boston, MA, was the archi-

tect of the Fidelity Trust Company Building. 

Desmond was renowned for work on the State Capitol, Augusta, ME.; the Chapel at Poland 

Springs, ME, the Steinert Building, Providence, RI.; Elks Building, Providence, RI.; the Franklin 

Square House, Boston, MA; and the Chelsea Trust Building, the engine houses and water de-

partment buildings, Chelsea, MA. 

I was unable to find much about the Fidelity Trust Company’s early history. The company ultimately failed following the 

stock market crash in 1929. During that time, bank deposits began to decrease at an alarming rate. In early 1933, the 

state’s bank regulators recognized that nearly all the banks in Maine had exhausted their liquid assets, and more de-

positors were clamoring for their money every day. In March 1933, the governor of Maine, Louis J. Brann, preempted 

President Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s federal Bank Holiday by ordering the closure of banks throughout the state.  

After the Bank Holiday, only four banks in Portland were able to reopen and conduct business under their old state 

charters: Portland Savings, Maine Savings, Portland National Bank, and Canal National Bank.  

The Fidelity Trust Company, Casco Mercantile Trust Company, and First National Bank, were unable to reopen and 

were forced into liquidation. A lengthy liquidation process ensued, ultimately taking over five years to settle. Similar 

events occurred in every city and small town across the United States. 

Today, the building is occupied by the Maine Bank & Trust Company, which was established in 1991 by a well-known 

Maine philanthropist, Elizabeth B. Noyce. The bank was formed during another recession and time of major upheaval in 

the Maine banking business. Maine Bank & Trust is a division of People’s United Bank. 

 

 

G. Henri Desmond 
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The coin banks would have been issued some time between 1909 and 1933 probably as a savings incentive and promo-

tional tool to attract depositors. They were manufactured by the highly esteemed Kronheimer & Oldenbusch (K & O) 

Company, New York City. The company’s products are admired by collectors for their high quality and fine details. The 

coin bank has been catalogued as No. 1090 in Majua and Weingarten’s Book, Monumental Miniatures. This source as-

signs a rarity rating of III (average scarcity), and a value rating of 5 ($500-$1000). I believe the scarcity rating is higher 

and would rate it at least an “E” (rare) bank using Moore’s scale. During my 13 years of monitoring eBay auctions, I’ve 

only seen four of these listed for sale. The coin banks sold for a low of $525 in 2004 and in 2008 for $1,031. I obtained 

one in trade a few years ago from the late Tom Stoddard. 

          Type 1, Var. 1 Type 2 Type 3 

 

 

The coin banks are of a lead alloy and measure 4-1/8" x 3-1/8" x 5-1/4" high. 

The various types and varieties are shown below. Type 1, Var. 2 is not shown, 

but it has an identical casting to Type 1, Var. 1, and has a plain finish rather than 

a green verdigris finish. Each type and variety has the same type of trap. 
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Joe Kopitz First/Alpha Building 

By Joe Kopitz 

 

When I was asked to write about my alpha building – the first building in my collection – I thought to myself, hmmm.  I 

don’t remember.  So I looked at my notes.  When I first began 

collecting, I would write the details of my purchases on 3x5 in-

dex cards.  I went to the shoebox with these cards and tried to 

find the earliest entries.  I found one card from 1990 showing 

that I bought a Crestmont Savings “serving Maplewood and vi-

cinity” ceramic building coin bank at a flea market in Lam-

bertville, N.J. for $2. 

 

I could end this story there and be very happy, but then I found 

an earlier card from 1989 showing that I bought a Williamsburg 

Savings Bank “tower of strength” ceramic building coin bank at 

the 26th Street Flea Market in Manhattan. 

 

Now mind you, I began collecting Bank advertising items in the mid-1980’s.  So, note that my earliest buildings were 

coin banks in the shape of Bank buildings. 

As I look around my home, I realize that my true first 

souvenir building in my collection was a wooden rep-

lica of Bobby Burns’ cottage in Ayr, Scotland.  It was 

made by my grandfather for my mother (he actually 

made one for each of his 5 daughters). It was a 9” 

long x 5” wide x 5” tall wooden cottage on a 14-1/2” 

x 7” wooden base.  It had a slot in the top to hold 

coins and the front door could slide open to get the 

coins out.  My grandfather Murdoch was born in the 

same town of Ayr, Scotland as was Robert Burns.   I 

remember playing with it when I was growing up.  

My grandmother saved steel pennies in it from the 

1940’s (when copper was needed for the war effort).  

When my mother died, it was the first thing I wanted 

to have to remember my childhood.   

So maybe I had a predisposition to collecting souvenir buildings by having one in my own home since I was born –  

I don’t know.  I do know that collecting souvenir buildings still give me great joy. 

 

 

Bobby Burns’ cottage Ayr, Scotland 

 

Williamsburg Savings & Crestmont Savings  
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Bush 41 & Hurley 

By Elizabeth Lawson 

 

A recent eBay listing caught my eye – and – my breath.  The 

listing was for the Vice President’s House in Washington, DC 

by Hurley Porcelain.  The eye-catching part was a reminder of 

how this piece came into being and the breath catching part 

was the eBay price - $999.99!   

 

This residential replica was commissioned in the early 

eighties by Barbara Bush when she and then Vice President 

Bush lived in the Vice President’s House at Number One Ob-

servatory Circle.  These two-piece trinket boxes were signed 

by Mrs. Bush and given to friends and visitors to the house.   

 

 

 

All of the pieces are numbered and many were frequently filled 

with potpourri.  Several of us SBCS members collect Hurley 

Porcelain and I have two VP Houses – number 113, pictured, 

and number 570.  Needless to say these pieces were purchased 

for far less than the current eBay listing. 

 

 

 

 

Hurley Porcelain was started by Wendy Bowen in Hurley, NY 

in the mid seventies and was in business for about ten years.  

The porcelain trinket boxes replicate many National Trust for 

Historic Preservation properties the most famous of which, 

and possibly most numerous Hurley replicas, is Drayton Hall in 

Charleston, SC. There are five replicas done for Historic 

Charleston as well as many other historic homes.  Alas, there 

is no definitive list of the number of replicas created although 

a mutual SBCS collectors list is less than 40. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Volume 19, Number 3 Page 11     www.sbcollectors.org 

In 1988 George H.W. Bush was elected President and the Bushes moved to the White House. Mrs. Bush commissioned 

a Hurley Porcelain replica of the White House.  The date of 1989 is cast in on the lid of the two piece.  None of these 

White House replicas appear to have been numbered nor have any surfaced with an autograph. 

 

 

In 1994, Hurley Porcelain was commis-

sioned, for the third time, to do a replica 

of the Bush summer home at Walker’s 

Point in Kennebunkport, ME.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Given the accepted definition that three like items are a collection - we have here a ‘collection’ of the residences of the 

Bush 41 Presidency.  What is of SBCS interest is that Barbara Bush commissioned all three replicas to honor this phase 

of their lives.  Who knew that a souvenir building aficionado who lived in the White House was a souvenir building  

collector! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

1201 Jefferson St. 

Charlottesville VA 22902 

Seasons Greetings 

& 

Happy Collecting in 2013 


