
 

 

President’s Message 
By Joe Kopitz 

A recent email from a long time member got me thinking 

about a several very serious subjects.   

The concerns were about inventorying and valuing one’s 

collection.  What program or method is best to keep track 

of one’s collection?  And how do you know how much your 

little building collection is worth – for insurance purposes 

or to consider selling it?   

Rather than attempt to answer those questions from only 

my personal knowledge, a survey went out to several 

members to get their input.  The responses given were 

surprising in their similarities.  A brief recap: 

Most folks surveyed have no up-to-date or systematic 

method for inventorying their collection.  Some still use 

index cards; some purchased an inventorying program a 

while ago, but lost the motivation to keep it current; some 

plan to create an Excel spreadsheet at some point in the 

future; some have no clue.  It did not seem to be a press-

ing issue for those folks contacted by the survey. 

What do you think?  To those of you reading this – how do 

you keep track of the souvenir buildings in your collection?  

Do you have other collections that you keep track of as 

well?  Do you use your own system or a commercially 

available program?  Does it include photos?  What are the 

qualities you like / do not like about using this system?   

There also seems to be no clear, consistent method for 

placing value on one’s collection.  Some mentioned guide-

lines they use to estimate their collection’s value such as: 

records of purchase prices paid; eBay sales; reference 

books such as Majua and Weingarten’s Monumental Min-

iatures, Jim Redwine’s two Banthrico books or Lance Old-

ham’s several Banthrico booklets; auction catalogs and 

sales records from auction houses such as Henry/Peirce 

Bank Auctioneers or Bill Bertoia Auctions; wishful thinking 

and random pricing.  Well, maybe not the last two.  But 

my all time favorite response was, “the boys will have to 

worry about that.” 

So what do you do if you want to sell your collection?  

Either because you want to downsize your living space 

and move to smaller quarters or you want some control 

over the disposition of your collection after you are gone 

and know that your heirs would not have a clue what to 

do.  There are several long time members dealing with 

this situation.  As time goes on – more and more of us are 

facing these same issues.  How do you know what your 

collection (or individual pieces) is worth? 

Again reaching out to our readers, what do you think?  

How do you determine current value of your souvenir 

buildings?  What resources do you use?  Do you use a 

grading method?  What is it?  Do you update your valua-

tion?  How frequently?  What determines the reason for 

changing your valuation? 

There have been several important questions and con-

cerns raised and your input is essential to a well rounded 

and thorough discussion.  Please email your responses to 

JoeKopitz@yahoo.com or give me a call at 646-220-2287.  

The results will be reported in the next issue.  Stay tuned. 

On a possibly related topic – this year’s convention in 

Minneapolis/St. Paul is going to be terrific.  See the story 

elsewhere in the newsletter for more details.  As a remind-

er, one feature of the convention that has been gaining in 

popularity is the live auction during the Saturday night 

dinner.  This, along with the swap meet and the raffle has 

proven to be an excellent way to both sell and buy some 

great buildings.  Many beloved little buildings will find new 

homes at these venues.   

 

Volume 20, Number 1 Page 1   www.sbcollectors.org 

Continued on Page 2 

Spring–Summer 2013 



 

 

Volume 20, Number 1 Page 2      www.sbcollectors.org 

 

 

 

This might well be a golden opportuni-

ty to sell some of your souvenir build-

ings destined to be “downsized” from 

your collection.  So, come to the con-

vention with some buildings to sell 

and your wallet.  See you there. 

Even if you cannot make it to the Twin 

Cities in person – send the little dar-

lings to the convention on their own.  

We’ll do our best to see that they go 

to loving homes.  Send me an email 

(address above) for more information 

if interested. 

Letter from the Editor 

This issue of the Souvenir Building Collector newsletter is the beneficiary of 

the outreach efforts by the SBCS President Joe Kopitz.  Joe worked to revive 

the ‘Ask Mr Building’ column and after a long hiatus Mr Building is back – 

very snarkily so – and should bring some giggles upon reading his column. 

And, more of Joe’s efforts have allowed the newsletter to restart the long 

dormant ‘Classifieds’.  ALL SBCS members are allowed two (2) classifieds of 

NO MORE than 50 words each twice during a membership year.  Send your 

classifieds to me and we will happily include them in forthcoming issues. 

Bill Trainer has written an article on the Trainer mini collection of Castor & 

Pollux Temples.  Thank goodness that Bill ACTUALLY dusts the collection 

ANNUALLY.  Who knows what others might discover about their collections if 

this housekeeping exercise was exercised.  You, too, might have a fascinat-

ing story that you find and can share. 

The feature article this issue is on the Salt & Pepper collection of Carol Det-

weiler.  I first saw Carol’s collection several years ago and was very taken 

with the focus and discipline of her collecting – so much so – that I have 

brought more focus and discipline to my own manic habits of collecting.  

Narrowing and limiting my interests, I believe, has made for a better collec-

tion, particularly in those areas of my mini/sub collections.  Not only has this 

focus been rewarding but it has allowed a better use of my resources – 

money and shelf space! 

Finally, we have a stand alone insert for the 2013 SBCS convention in Min-

neapolis June 21st/23rd.  Carolyn Curtiss and Tom Malone have planned an 

intriguing convention including some new faces at the Swap Meet tables, so 

mark your calendars and start making your plans and reservations.  

By Elizabeth Lawson 

Continued from Page 1 

SBCS Classifieds 

for 

Information, notices, sources, re-

minders, looking-fors, selling, buy-

ing, questions, wants, needs, 

swaps, sound offs, shout outs, or 

whatever any SBCS member can 

say in no more than 50 words – 

twice per membership year.  Send 

your classifieds to the Newsletter 

Editor at ewl2m@virgini.edu. 

Wanted Examples and/or photo-

graphs of the following Cutting Edge 

Industries building banks: Cumber-

land Insurance Group (Coatesville, 

PA), Farmers Alliance Insurance 

Co., & Ship Island Light House; 

Lance Oldham  

klg97@wavecable.com 

Reminder to SBCS members from 

Dave that he adds information 

weekly to his online blog, BUILDING 

COLLECTOR. He researches rare 

replicas, interviews collectors, iden-

tifies sources, and links related ar-

chitectural news.  He encourages 

readers to add comments on each 

blog post which adds to the 

wealth of information. 

www.BuildingCollector.com 

Check out the online Bookstore 

at the University of Rhode Island 

for some interesting metal build-

ing items.  Recent finds were rep-

licas of their famous Green Hall as 

a small paperweight, salt and 

pepper shakers and tea light can-

dle holders.  Visit them at 

www.bookstore.uri.edu 

Looking for souvenir replicas of 

buildings in Pennsylvania and Vir-

ginia; am willing to trade or buy.  

Can send pictures of traders. Con-

tact at ewl2m@virginia.edu 
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ASK MR. BUILDING 

NOTE: Mr. Building, M.S.S (Master of 

Spelter Studies) has been collecting sou-

venir buildings and miscellaneous metal 

novelties for 87 years. He supplied zinc 

ingots to Louis Aronson and once ran into 

A.C. Rehberger at a deli on East 48th 

Street. His depth of knowledge in the field 

of metal arts  cannot be underestimated. 

 

Dear Mr. Building, 

I recently acquired a beautiful old 

replica of the Hohenzollern Castle, 

but many of the intricate towers 

and turrets are caked with corro-

sion. I’ve tried to clean it off with 

lemon juice and a toothbrush, but 

it remains stained. What should I 

do? 

Have you tried flossing? I know it 

pinches the fingertips, but the results 

can be dazzling. Simply take a piece 

of unwaxed dental floss and soak it in 

a bowl of “CLR”, a heavy duty house-

hold cleaner that removes calcium, 

lime and rust. Once the floss has ab-

sorbed the CLR, floss the crevices 

and delicate parts of your building 

that are stained. You’ll find that the 

anti-rust agents on the floss will 

slowly dissolve the unsightly corro-

sion. And don’t stop there. This 

method is also helpful after eating 

iron rich foods. 

 

Dear Mr. Building, 

I’m never sure what to call the 

type of metal that makes up my 

souvenir buildings. Is “spelter” 

the correct term? And just what is 

the derivation of the word 

“spelter”?  

Yes, spelter is the metal of choice 

for souvenir buildings. Its little known 

derivation comes from the legend of 

Sprecher the Smelter, an eighteenth 

century Dutch metal worker who 

counterfeited solid bronze statues 

with his own cheap blend of zinc, 

copper and lead. When the statues 

started to crack, Sprecher’s scam 

was exposed, causing the local mer-

chants to curse him with the deroga-

tory name “Der slechte Spelter”. 

Henceforth, Sprecher the Smelter’s 

inexpensive blend of metal alloys 

has come to be known as “spelter”.   

 

Dear Mr. Building, 

Souvenir buildings made of metal 

have always been the standard, 

but what about “resin” buildings? 

Do you foresee a time when resin 

will be the hot new collectible 

building? 

In all my years of collecting, I’ve only 

seen a handful of raisin buildings, 

the most memorable being a replica 

of the Fresno City Hall made for the 

1947 Sun Maid Festival. Sadly the 

replica attracted a swarm of flies and 

decayed in a mere matter of hours. 

It soon collapsed, half eaten. Raisin 

buildings look shriveled and feel 

squishy to the touch. In my opinion, 

they are nothing but a confectioner’s 

novelty, much like chocolate build-

ings, and not very collectible at that. 

So stay away from raisin buildings 

unless you plan to eat them. 

 

 

Dear Mr. Building, 

Is it true that collecting too many 

metal buildings will damage your 

brain cells? Something I heard 

about lead. What’s the deal, Mr. 

Building? 

Yes, that is quite true. The lead con-

tent in the older souvenir buildings is 

quite high, sometimes high enough to 

slow brain function and scramble 

comprehension. Even though I’ve 

never problemed such experiences, 

I’ve known several die hard collectors 

who turned into walking porridge be-

cause they did not the proper precau-

tions take - such as handling older 

lead buildings with forceps, and 

breathing into a paper bag. I prefer to 

handle my lead buildings with petrole-

um jelly which creates a barrier be-

tween my hands and the toxins… alt-

hough lately I’ve been negligent and 

have been fondling my K&O’s with 

bare hands. But don’t worry me 

about, I’ll fine be. Just don’t try home 

at this - because a brain is a terrible 

waste to thing.  

 

 

 

NOTE: Mr. Building generously do-

nates his time and expertise to an-

swer your souvenir building related 

questions. If you have any, please 

send them to Mr. Building at the 

SBCS website address. 
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   More than you want to know about 

      THE TEMPLE of 

CASTOR and POLLUX 

      and my mini collection thereof 

by Bill Trainer 

 

Each winter, I dust my collections, 

creating the opportunity to examine 

each piece individually.  This year, I 

came across item #439 (Photo 1) 

which had been acquired January 

1988 for $9.00 at the Mt. Dora (FL) 

flea market.  

My log-book entry was concise 

"Temple of Castor & Pollux" but noth-

ing else except item #, date and cost.  

The piece was not so identified so I 

must have made an identification from 

one of my architectural references. 

The piece did have an engraved leg-

end but this was pre Google so I didn't 

follow through to check the signifi-

cance.  With the dusting, I jotted down 

the engraved legend: "LIBERAZIONS 

DI ROMA 4 GIVGNO 1944".  More 

about that later. 

The original Temple of Castor and 

Pollux (TOCAP), completed 484 BC, 

was so named to honor the twin 

sons of Zeus and Leda as legend 

has it that the twins, on horseback, 

successfully intervened on the side 

of the Romans against the Latins in 

the Battle of Lake Regillus (495BC) 

on the outskirts of Rome.  Also ac-

cording to the legend, the twins were 

observed watering their horses post- 

battle in the Forum area.   

 

The temple underwent major resto-

rations and additions in subsequent 

centuries but was destroyed by fire 

in 14BC.  Reconstruction of the tem-

ple was completed in 6 AD.  It was a 

major structure with eight frontal and 

eleven side Corinthian columns 

making it about two-thirds the size of 

the Parthenon.  It served various 

governmental functions including 

state treasury depository, meeting 

place for the Senate etc.  The tem-

ple was still intact in the fourth cen-

tury but subsequently fell into disre-

pair, was subject to looting, earth-

quakes etc.  By the 15th century only 

the three columns remained; they 

have been restored and stabilized.  

The remaining fragment, roughly 50 

feet high, is one of the most promi-

nent and recognizable features of 

the Forum. 

Photo 2 arrays in order of date of pur-

chase my TOCAP mini collection.  

This is their first time together; for the 

past 16 years they have been housed 

in four different rooms.  The second 

item (with the marble base) was 

bought in an Athens souvenir shop 

for the equivalent of $5.00 in April 

1996.  The puzzling entry, since cor-

rected, reads: “Jupiter's Column (?) 

Athens".  There is no Jupiter ruin in 

Greece and why would there be? - 

Jupiter being the Roman equivalent 

of Greece's Zeus.  There are Jupiter 

ruins elsewhere including in Rome 

but none has an architectural frag-

ment remotely similar to this replica.  I 

am convinced it is a TOCAP replica.  

In fact, it appears to be the most faith-

ful of the five to the original.  For ex-

ample, the ruins below the columns 

are very similar to the Forum frag-

ment.  I am blaming the now correct-

ed original log entry on misinfor-

mation from the Athens shop clerk.  

No wonder it cost only $5.00!! 

 

The next two items, three and four in 

our collection, were purchased the 

same day in October 1996 - a good 

year for TOCAP acquisitions - at the 

Stormville (NY) Airport flea market for 

$40.00 each (eat your heart out, Ste-

ve Viola).   

 

First Trainer Castor & Pollux 

The five Castor & Pollux Temples in the Trainer cllection 
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Continued from page 4  

THE TEMPLE of CASTOR and POLLUX 

 

The tallest (7 3/4"), and third item, is bronze and has all the 

characteristics of a Grand Tour item excepting a marble 

base, and is a larger version of item 452 in the Majua/

Weingarten book.  Bradley & Hubbard was the maker of the 

fourth item which can serve as a bookend.  It is the only 

item of the five that carries a "Temple of Castor and Pollux" 

designation. 

 

The last, and fifth, item in the photo is made of ceramic ma-

terial.  Printed on the base: "Hotel Boston Roma".  It was 

bought on EBay in  April 2002 for $22.00.  A Google  search 

using those words turned up only one reference - a photo of 

a multi-colored, attractive luggage label with block lettering 

"Grand Hotel Boston Roma" in the foreground and the ruin 

fragment against a blue sky in the background.   

 

As you may have surmised by now, the engraved lettering 

on item #439 translates in English to "Liberation of Rome 4 

June 1944".  This was the easiest allied capture of the 22-

month, arduous, casualty-costly Italian campaign.  Rome 

had been declared an open city months earlier, thus escap-

ing widespread devastation, the Germans had withdrawn; 

so it was practically a walk-in liberation.  This replica is the 

least faithful of the five to the fragment.  Glaringly, a close 

examination reveals that the columns are Ionic order - the 

scrolls are among the sharper features - while the columns 

of the fragment and the other four replicas are Corinthian.  I 

suspect that the manufacturer had a mold with or without an 

engraved designation that was modified to capitalize on the 

liberation and post war demand.  If any collector has this 

item  without the liberation notation, I would appreciate 

hearing from you. 

 

As to #439's desirability, this replica to me is a very desira-

ble keeper despite its shortcomings.  How often will you 

come across a memento marking two wartime events sepa-

rated by some 2,500 years? 

 

PS - The acquisition math is a total of $116.00 (excludes 

Athens trip costs).  Let me tell you about my many over-

payments next time.   

 

 

 

Carol Detweiler Receives S&P 

Achievement Award 

 

At the 2013 convention of the Novelty Salt & Pepper 

Shakers Club, Carol Detweiler was given a Lifetime 

Achievement Award for her many leadership efforts and 

contributions to the Club over the 20+ years of her 

membership.  She is also a longtime member of the 

Souvenir Building Collectors Society where she is 

known as the ‘Salt and Pepper’ lady. 

  

Collecting S&P’s is in Carol’s DNA as she inherited a 

large collection of S&P’s from her grandmother. The 

original collection represented souvenirs from her 

grandparents travels and of gifts from friends who knew 

about the S&P collection.   Carol has continued the fam-

ily collecting tradition by focusing on S&P’s of places.  

Her collection now numbers around 900 sets of which 

about 150 are places.   

 

Carol’s introduction to the SBCS is a story common to 

that of some other SBCS members.  In the fall of 1994 

she attended the Atlantique, an Atlantic City antique 
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extravaganza, saw some interesting 

souvenir buildings and was given a 

small brochure announcing the 1995 

SBCS convention in NYC which in-

cluded an application for membership. 

 

In 1996 Bill and Dixie Trainer went to 

see her collection.  Upon seeing all of 

the interesting S&P’s of buildings and 

places Bill told Carol that if he and 

Dixie had her collection “We would 

keep one and sell the other!”  Now in 

the S&P land of collecting, separating 

a pair of S&P’s is a mortal sin, alt-

hough most SBCSers undoubtedly 

agree with Bill Trainer’s comment. 

 

Most people, upon hearing ‘salt and 

pepper’, automatically know that there 

are two objects; and, probably 90 to 

95% of S&P’s look like a pair.  But, 

there are variations on this and Car-

ol’s collection has good examples that 

indicate the creativity that vessels for 

a black and for a white substance can 

take. 

 

Starting with stand alone pairs, many 

collectors have S&P’s of the Eiffel 

Tower, the Statue of Liberty and the 

Corn Palace, which was Carol’s first 

metal set.  Others in her collection 

include  a pair of Rockefeller Center, 

St Louis Cathedral in New Orleans,  

and of Hopi House, at the Grand Can-

yon. 

What SBCSer’s love are when a pair 

of S&P’s represent a pair of buildings 

such as the Marina Towers in Chica-

go or the Old City Gate in St Augus-

tine, FL 

 

Some pairs of S&P’s are of a pair of 

related buildings such as the US 

Capitol and the Washington Monu-

ment or the Statue of Liberty and the 

Empire State Building.  

 

Pairs that ‘read’ as one subject are 

Mt Ranier, WA (in metal) and Vam-

pire Peaks, Badlands, SD, both of 

which are cut in half, and the Old 

Spanish Lighthouse at Point Loma, 

CA where the tower lifts off the base 

for the second shaker. 

Another ‘pair’ that reads as one 

piece is the House of Seven Gables 

in Salem, MA where the house sep-

arates into two pieces. 

An unusual S&P is a pair of Beefeat-

ers with a third piece, a mustard jar 

with spoon, of London’s White Tower. 

Manmade structures in the environ-

ment as well as natural landscape 

phenomenon  are common S&P sub-

jects.  The manmade structures in the 

environment are represented mostly 

by dams such as Hoover Dam, NV/

AZ, the Grand Coulee Dam, WA, and 

the Eisenhower Locks of the St Law-

rence Seaway, Massena, NY.  Found 

in the collection   are the natural land-

scape phenomena such as  the Plym-

outh Rock, Plymouth, MA, the Bal-

anced Rock in the Garden of the 

Gods, CO, the Light House rock for-

mation in Pala Duro Canyon State 

Park, TX , Mount Hood, OR, and the 

Drive Thru Tree in CA. 

Hopi House, Grand Canyon, AZ 

Old City Gate, St Augustine, FL 

Old Spanish Light House,  

Point Loma, CA 

House of Seven Gables, Salem, MA 

London’s White Tower 

Drive Thru Tree, CA 
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Two fascinating S&P’s read as one 

piece but tell a very different story 

when separated.  The Entrance to 

Carlsbad Caverns, NM looks like a flat 

tile with a curving walk, then upon re-

moving half of the top you see the rest 

of the walk way leading into the Cav-

erns. 

The best of natural phenomena cate-

gory is a ,seemingly, one piece S&P 

of Mount St Helens, WA.  As one 

piece you see Mount St Helens prior 

to the 1980 eruption; remove the top 

and you see Mount St Helens as it 

exists today – before and after – it 

doesn’t get much better that this. 

 

When asked if she had a ‘list’ or sys-

tem for accounting for her S&P’s 

Carol said ‘no’.  Then she pointed 

out that she has photographed most 

of the collection and has  many discs 

of images with index prints for each 

disc.  She also has a file of pictures 

from magazines and articles from 

other printed media, that explain 

those buildings/sites that are repre-

sented in her collection  While this is 

a thorough accounting of her collec-

tion she is the only one who can 

identify ALL of the various and differ-

ent Salt and Pepper shakers pictured;  

so - listing by name, and identifying 

each photograph of each set is a task 

that she has on her ‘to do’ list.  She 

displays her ‘SBCS’ collection on 

shallow framed shelves and because 

S&P’s are, by nature, small in size 

she can accommodate far more sets 

than most souvenir building collectors 

would be able to do in the same set-

ting. 

Going by the accepted definition of a 

collection – three or more items that 

are related – Carol has a sub-

collection of InfocusTech S&P’s, 

made especially for her by the Mer-

wines.  These special sets are the 

Lord Baltimore Hotel (SBCS 2006 

convention building), the Smith Tower 

and Northwest Indian Totem Pole, 

and the National Building Museum 

(SBCS 2011 convention building).  

These sets connect  her two member-

ship loves – the Novelty Salt & Pepper 

Shakers Club and the Souvenir Build-

ing Collectors Society. 
Entrance to Carlsbad Caverns, NM 

Mount St Helens, WA Before and 

After the 1980 Eruption 
InfocusTech S&P’s of the Lord Balti-

more Hotel, the National Building Mu-

seum and a Northwest Indian Totem 

Pole with the Smith Tower 

In the News 

The January 2013 edition of Metropolis 

Magazine had a one page article titled 

‘Sky Heist’ which illustrated a number of 

well designed dining items currently 

used by different airlines.  Included was 

the KLM bottle/house, given to all busi-

ness class travelers (and the ONLY cor-

rect way to collect these miniatures) of 

the 2012 #93 Sieboldhuis.  To see the 

entire article go to metropolismag.com 
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HAPPY  100th
 

GRAND CENTRAL TERMINAL 

Grand Central Terminal turned 100 this year, and it celebrated with many festive activities and promotions.  Among them 

was a dramatic multi-media installation on Grand Central’s century long lifespan.  The crowds were curious and excited 

and the exhibits were informative and interesting.  Two highlights of the celebration were a trip to the Transit Museum to 

see the Train Show where the trains traveled though a maze of replicas of famous NYC buildings and to the gift shop 

where replicas of the Terminal and Mercury Clock Sculpture were offered for sale.   

The replicas of Grand Central Terminal came in two sizes - approximately 5” x 5” and 2” x 2” at the base.  The Mercury 

Clock Sculpture is on a 1” x 3” base.  All have surprisingly good detail for composite buildings.  Unfortunately, none of the 

building replicas sold at the Transit Museum were made of metal.  

The replica of Grand Central Terminal and the Mercury Clock Sculpture alongside a metal replica of Grand Central Terminal 

made by InFocus Tech. 

The Transit Museum has an interesting website with many fun things for sale.   

Check them out at:  www.transitmuseumstore.com.   

The following was printed on the bottom of the building replicas: “Grand Central Terminal opened to the public at 12:01 

am on February 2, 1913 following a decade of construction.  The imposing building, designed by the architectural firm 

Reed & Stem in collaboration with Warren & Wetmore, resembled a classical monument with oversized columns, large 

arched windows and detailed ornamentation in the Beaux-Arts style.  As its 42
nd

 Street entrance, an impressive sculpture 

group of the Roman gods Mercury, Minerva and Hercules surrounds a 14 foot Tiffany clock, the largest of its kind in the 

world.  The landmark building became the country’s busiest train station serving commuters and long distance rail lines 

while bringing development to midtown Manhattan.” 
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