
 

 

President’s Message 
By Joe Kopitz 

 Kudos, congratulations, and a big thank you to Tom 

Malone and Carolyn Curtiss for planning a gem of a con-

vention in Minneapolis/St Paul.  It was very special in 

many ways.  For me personally, I was able to connect with 

fellow members in a more individual way with time to sit 

down and have good conversations.  I found some super 

deals on unique buildings and other Bank advertising piec-

es at local Antique shops.  The raffle displayed a wonder-

ful assortment of “must have” buildings and the sale of 

raffle tickets was quite brisk (and profitable for the 

SBCS).  My checkbook got a strenuous workout at the 

action (and I am happy about that).  And we had the long-

est business meeting in the history of the SBCS! 

Along with the quantity of time came the quality of the 

business meeting.  There was a lively discussion about 

several important topics. Some membership issues were 

clarified to make joining the SBCS simpler for both new 

members joining at different times throughout the year and 

for our internal record keeping.  

The recognition and value of Social Media as a form of 

connecting with one another was also discussed.  With the 

rise in popularity among our members of Facebook, Twit-

ter, Instagram, Flickr and even eBay, we came to the con-

clusion that there were many folks who would like to stay 

in contact with others using these methods in addition to 

the usual address, email and telephone numbers that are 

listed in the  Directory.  Adding Social Media contact  

 

information to our Membership Directory was brought up 

as a way to foster more open communication with one 

another. 

    

The SBCS website was also brought up in the context of 

investigating the possibility of upgrading it to add a place 

to showcase photos of their collections, list their favorite 

buildings, post their “buildings wish list” and tell us what 

else they collect.   

 

It could also have space for classified ads, the up to date 

Membership Directory, the Index of Newsletter articles, 

access to past newsletters, etc.  What else would you like 

to see in such a section, just let us know. 

We all collect Souvenir Buildings – that‟s our common 

denominator.  Some of us concentrate our building col-

lecting solely on metal buildings or those that have some 

other function (like clocks, lighters, coin banks, S&P shak-

ers, etc.) or ceramic buildings from a certain manufacturer 

or only buildings from places we‟ve visited or buildings 

trapped in Lucite or placed on marble bases.  There are 

others who seemingly collect any kind of building replica 

they can get their hands on.  Some are happy with one 

example of a particular building - some love the endless 

variations or don‟t mind duplicates.   

(How many Eiffel Towers or Empire State Buildings do 

you have?). 
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A brief survey among those in attendance showed that we also collect many other items to “go with” our building collec-

tions.  These “go-with” items ranged from magnets, postcards, Christmas ornaments, liquor bottles, candles, cigarette 

lighters, playing cards, ashtrays – well, you get the idea.  Everyone seems to also collect something else.  There was 

some interest in finding ways to share this information among our among our members so that we can spark a friendly 

flow of sources and discoveries with each other. 

Some example situations used were: 

       Discovering a terrific little building at a Flea Market or Antique Mall that you already have – “but I wonder if so-

 and-so  has it – I‟ll text them to find out if I should buy it for them.” 

         While trolling though eBay and seeing a unique Salt & Pepper set – “hmm, does what‟s-her-name have this 

 set?  Let me email the link to her just in case.” 

        After a particularly fruitful vacation where we picked up several great buildings, let‟s post photos on Facebook, 

 Flickr  or Instagram – or Tweet about them to our followers. 

         Discovering several fun postcards while going through the cheap box of postcards at a local shop and just buying 

 a few and mailing them off to who-sy-what‟s-it on a whim that they will like them. 

By the end of the business meeting we were all talking about ways to better connect with one another and have more fun 

doing it.  Updating the website to include a Members Only section to post our Likes and Wants or Buy and Sell Ads would 

help identify members‟ items of interest.  Using Social Media, in addition to the regular contact information, could help 

keep us all connected.  And just being more aware of what we and others collect and sharing this information can help 

get us closer to one another.  And have more fun doing it. 

  

H E L P  Wanted/NEEDED 
Experienced Webmaster for the SBCS website. 

We are looking to update and expand the functions of the SBCS website.  Not looking to go all out, but we do need to 

take a serious look at the current website and assess its capabilities.  If possible, we look to update and add more con-

tent to it and consider adding a “members only” section.  If not possible to work with the current website program - we 

need someone competent to propose alternatives and choices for consideration. 

Do you know anyone who could help us?  We are hoping to find an experienced person who can volunteer their time and 

talents to do this work.  We are not in a position to pay top dollar but can pay expenses.  This will probably be a one-time 

project to update and expand the current website or propose and develop a new one and then be called upon as needed 

for future updates a couple of times a year. 

Mike Merwine, has done a great job keeping our current website up to date but will be unable to rework the website due 

to his consuming current workload. The SBCS needs for expanded website capabilities and added content have created 

a need to look for another webmaster. 

If you have any questions, comments or suggestions about the website and the process of updating it or if you would like 

to join the website update committee, let us know.  This is our website and your input is encouraged.  Please refer all 

leads and any questions to JoeKopitz@yahoo.com or call 646-220-2287. 

Continued from Page 1 

mailto:JoeKopitz@yahoo.com
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Letter from the Editor 
By Elizabeth Lawson 

 
 
The lead story in this issue was generated by the announcement, earlier this year, by Queen Beatrix of The Netherlands 

that she would abdicate her throne on April 30th in favor of her eldest son, Prince William Alexander. This reminded me 

of a special story that Simon Hemmes had told and I immediately asked Simon to write it for this newsletter. 

Another story, on Thimbles, was generated by the casual perusing of a souvenir building log book that Mike Emrick 

brought to this year‟s convention. I was struck by how and where souvenir building collectors find their treasures; collec-

tors are endlessly inventive in expanding the genre of souvenir buildings. 

There was an interesting connection between the collections of this year‟s co-hosts in Minneapolis. And what was that 

connection that Tom Malone and Carolyn Curtiss shared? One word – towers. Read for yourself to find out how this 

word describes two very different souvenir building collections. 

You will also find in this issue a serious request by the Souvenir Building Collectors Society for help in identifying a new 

SBCS webmaster. While our group would love to 

find someone among our members who is willing to 

step up and take on this responsibility we are also 

open to ideas on how this role could be filled. 

Should the SBCS consider some „professional‟ 

help and if so can any of you recommend someone 

or some group for this effort. 

As you have read in the President‟s message the 

annual business meeting in Minneapolis was long 

and interesting. Many ideas were discussed and 

your own individual comments and additions to the-

se discussions are always needed and welcome. 

The date for 2014 in Nashville will be announced in 

the next newsletter. There has already been a posi-

tive response to the selection. Stay tuned! 

Photo credits:  
Simon Hemmes, Joe Kopitz,  
Elizabeth Lawson, Mike Emrick 
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   A Royal Collector 

by Simon Hemmes 

 
It doesn‟t happen very often that SBCS collectors meet royalty. But sometimes you get lucky; it was back in 2007 on a KLM flight KL 0861 from Amster-

dam to Tokyo that I was lucky. The flight was ready to depart when – in the last second – a tall passenger boards, after which the door is closed. The 

gentleman wears a very bright orange sweater. There is an empty seat + isle in-between him and me. The person we are talking about here is now 

known as King William Alexander of the Netherlands. 

 
Before we go to the KLM houses let me explain the history of the well-known – Delft Blue porcelain KLM houses by directing your attention to the box 

History. 

 

The procedure for getting a house is that – approximately one hour before landing - a stewardess will bring to you a tray full of KLM houses – of which 

you can choose one. All of the fanatic collectors will have a list with the 93 numbers in front of them, checking which ones they are missing in their col-

lection. 

 

To my surprise I saw that William Alexander was also holding his list with missing numbers. (To be honest I thought that if the Prince would write a letter 

to the CEO of KLM – Mr Hartman - then the next day he would receive at the palace a box with the complete collection). It was nice to see that the 

Prince, now King, is a real collector who wants to complete his collection the official way. 

 

What happened more often on these flights was that the numbers I was looking for were not on the tray of the stewardess. So I walked to the galley, 

since there are more boxes with houses there, to see if my missing numbers were on board. And so did Mr William Alexander. 

 

I took the opportunity to talk to him: “Mr van Buren, can I ask you a question? “ (see Mr. Van Buren below) He appeared to be easy to approach and he 

said yes, of course. So I continued: “When your parents (Queen Beatrix and Prince Claus) married they gave to all the foreign guests a porcelain replica 

of the Drakesteyn Palace where they would live. (See photos) Do you happen to have one spare in your cellar or attic ?” 

 

He answered that even he did not have such a palace in his collection either. Continuing he said “I saw one in my mother’s house”. To which I replied 

that we should not take that away from her since it was very important memorabilia of the wedding ceremony, with which he agreed. We then chatted 

about our common hobby of collecting the houses. 

 

A few months later I had the opportunity to add to my collection a very rare copy of the city hall of Apeldoorn. Soon after I heard that the royal family 

was going to celebrate the Queen‟s birth- day in that same city as part of a yearly birthday tradition of visiting two cities. I immediately suggested to the 

Mayor of Apeldoorn, Mr de Graaf, that it would be very nice to give Prince William Alexander a delft copy of the Apeldoorn City Hall as the Prince was a 

keen collector. And – it was done! 

 

The end of my story concludes with the fact that on the day of King William Alexander‟s ascension to the throne at the end of this past April KLM gave 

all business class passengers flying on that day the Delft Blue Palace on the Dam. On the back of the Palace is inscribed: “In celebration of the inaugu-

ration of His Majesty King William Alexander, King of the Netherlands KLM proudly offers you this special gift – April 30th 2013” 

 

H I S T O R Y 

The marketing department of KLM Airlines had a bright idea back in 1952: KLM was going t give every passenger in Royal Class a Delft Blue replica of 

an existing Canal House. The other European Airlines were furious, telling KLM that they had all signed an agreement that all of the airlines would not 

give any presents to their passenger customers. KLM answered that the Canal house was not a present. Where airlines like Lufthansa and Air Franc 

served their liquors in a glass – KLM would serve it in a ceramic house/bottle. 

 

In a court case that followed it was the judge who decided that the ceramic house/bottle was not a present – and – KLM has been giving away its drinks 

in house/bottles ever since 1952, but only in business class on intercontinental flights. For collectors of the KLM houses the ONLY official, orthodox and 

„pure‟ way to collect them is by being on a KLM business class international flight. No eBay for the purists! As of this coming October 2013 there will be 

94 KLM houses. 
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Mr. van Buren 

 
In 1986, using the name “W.A. van Buren” which 

is one of the least known titles of the House of 

Orange-Nassau, then Prince William Alexander 

participated in and completed the Frisian Elf-

stedentocht 200 kilometre (120 miles) long ice 

skating tour. The tour follows a route along frozen 

canals, lakes, and rivers and visits the eleven 

hisroric Friesan cities. The tour is ONLY held 

when all of the ice along the route is a minimum 

of six inches thick. Upon the ice reaching the nec-

essary thickness the tour is announced and starts 

within 48 hours. 

The tour consists of a speed skating race for 300 

and a leisure tour with 16,000 skaters where each participant ha a registration card that must be stamped in each of the eleven cities. 

It is such a rare event that its  

declaration creates national excitement all over The Netherlands. When held, the Elfstedentocht in effect is a national holiday. The 

Prince won the hearts and minds of the Dutch nation by skating in this long standing traditional race. 

(google „Elfstedentocht‟ for a complete description and history. 

City Hall, Apeldoorn 

Palace Drakesteyn 

Royal Palace on the Dam, Amsterdam  

King William Alexander and Queen Maxima of The Netherlands 
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 Oostburg State Bank 
Center Ave. and S. 10th St. (previously: Main St.) 

Oostburg, WI 
 

By: Lance G. Oldham ©2013 

 
 
 

The Oostburg State Bank souvenir building coin bank and the original building that it replicates are shown above. 
 
 
A plan to establish Oostburg State Bank was begun on September 27, 1907 during a meeting of 39 interested local resi-
dents. A bank building of concrete blocks was constructed and the bank was established on March 2, 1908. The bank 
outgrew its building by the 1960s and a new bank was constructed in 1964 at 905 Center Ave. and 9

th
 Street. 

 
The original bank building was demolished and eventually became the site of Midtown Ford. The car dealership has re-
cently moved and the former car dealership buildings have also been demolished. Today, the site is a vacant lot awaiting 
the construction of a multi-tenant retail center, including a health care office with a potential for a warm season water 
fountain and winter ice skating rink. 
 
Oostburg State Bank issued souvenir building coin banks depicting its original bank building in 2008 to commemorate the 
bank's 100

th
 anniversary. The coin banks were distributed as gifts, savings incentives, and general promotions to the 

bank‟s customers. The coin bank was designed and manufactured by Cutting Edge Industries, a successor of the Ban-
thrico Company. The coin bank is unusual since it does not have the typical built-up pedestal base usually found on sou-
venir building coin banks. The coin bank is one of the four coin banks made by Banthrico and its successor companies 
that depicted buildings that were already demolished when they were issued (Others included: The Bank of Whiting, Fort 
Vancouver, and Old Hobart Mill). 
 
The Oostburg State Bank souvenir building bank measures 3-1/4" x 4-1/4" x 4-1/2" tall. This coin bank has not been cata-
loged by any other authors of coin bank or souvenir building collectibles books. A total of 750 original-order quantity 
banks were placed. This total does not include any re-castings sold directly by Cutting Edge Industries. I have not seen 
any of these banks sold in collector auctions. I would assign the bank a “D” rarity rating using a six-point rarity scale with 
“F” as the most scarce, based on the quantity produced. Cutting Edge Industries currently sells re-cast coin banks in a 
bright pewter finish for $25 plus shipping with a minimum order quantity of 25. 
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A screen printed illustration of the present Oostburg State Bank is shown on the back side of original-issue banks.  
Re-cast banks do not have the screen printed illustration. 

The front and back covers of a booklet published in 2008 as part of the Oostburg State Bank’s 100 th anniversary celebration,  
providing a history of the bank. 

The trap type used on the original- issue coin 
bank is shown at right. Re-cast versions typically 

have only a metal plate on the base. 
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Thimbles 

Crossover Collectibles 
 

An unexpected happenstance at the 2013 SBCS con-
vention in Minneapolis came from Mike Emrick who 
brought a three ring binder with both a spreadsheet and 
a photo log of all of the souvenir buildings in his collec-
tion. Among the fascinating photos was a small group of 
three, thimbles, each with a souvenir building on top of 

the thimble. This was 
confirmation of how 
souvenir building collec-
tions grow and expand 
thru crossover collecti-
bles. The idea for an 
article on thimbles start-
ed at the 2012 SBCS 
Toronto convention 
when Tarun Verma 
brought four „thimbles 
as base‟ to Show & Tell 
(see Volume 19 Number 
2) and the idea was re-
inforced this year by 
Mike Emrick. 
 
There are a variety of 
souvenir building thim-

ble types the most straight forward of which is „thimble as 
building‟. This type can be used as a sewing thimble 
(„needlework tool‟ in sewing thimble collecting lexicon) 
and is frequently ceramic as well as screen printed. 
 
 

The next type is „thimble as base‟ for a souvenir building 
such as Mike‟s below and as demonstrated by Tarun. 
Here is where the thimble leaves the realm of sewing 
tool and enters the world of collectibles. 
 

Continuing the thimble theme, this next example allows a 
real, albeit marked as a souvenir, sewing tool thimble to 
be paired on a common base with a souvenir building 
and – all the elements are in metal. 
The above are straight forward thimbles, all recognizable 
as – possibly – a sewing tool. But, in the world of collect-

ing, manufacturers look for the „crossover collectible‟ to 
broaden the base of potential buyers. In this realm, the 
thimble becomes such in name only (a TINO) where the 
aperture for the finger is a mere indentation to suggest a 
thimble. In this thimble realm we have a number of possi-
bilities for souvenir building collecting. 
 
Lenox China has been major player in the collectibles 
world. The company has done at least two crossover 
collectible series of thimbles and souvenir buildings. On 
these series the „thimble‟ is a mere indentation on the 
bottom of the collectible and as such would never be 
categorized as a sewing tool. 
  
 

Tobacco Shop, Salem, NC and Betsy Ross House 

Anne Hathaway’s Cottage & Shakespeare’s place 

Birthplace 

Statue of Liberty, Empire State Building, Football 
Hall of Fame, & The Alamo 

Mike Emerick’s White House 
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A „Castles of the World‟ series was done in the late eight-
ies/early nineties including the four below: 
 

Another Lenox „thimble‟ series was on Lighthouses, a 
very popular collection for the Lighthouse crowd. This 
series was in two parts the first being the „American 
Lighthouse Collection‟ where 48 American lighthouses 
were issued, three at a time, and where Assateague 
Lighthouse was issued twice. The second part was the 
„International Lighthouse Collection‟ with a total of 22 
lighthouses from around the world. Some of the 
„thimbles‟ from the American collection are pictured be-
low: 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Finally there is an example of thimble/souvenir building/
box, the ultimate „crossover collectible‟. This collectible 
results in in a three-fer – capturing the thimble (not sew-
ing tool category), box, and souvenir building collectors 
in one fell swoop. Best of all, for the souvenir building 
collectors – it is in metal! 

A t t e n t i o n  S B C S 

 
Did you see what was posted on Facebook recently? 
The SBCS Facebook page has been getting a lot more 
use. More and more members are using Facebook to 
post photos of their lucky “finds” and favorite souvenir 
buildings. If you haven‟t done so recently – check them 
out to see what others are posting. 
Why not post YOUR favorite souvenir buildings and re-
cent acquisitions, too? We can all share in the fun of dis-
covery and see what‟s out there. And while we are at it – 
why not post photos showing off our collections and the 
interesting ways in which we display our precious little 
buildings. It‟s great to share our photos and we might get 
some inspiration on novel ways to exhibit the things we 
love. It‟s OUR Facebook page – let‟s use it. 
 
Note: To gain access to the Facebook page for the Sou-
venir Building Collectors Society you must belong to Fa-
cebook AND be a member in good standing of the 
SBCS; you then request to join the SBCS group and the 
Facebook administrator will grant access. 

White Tower, London; note the  
‘jewel’ inside the ‘box’! 

Cape Hatteras-NC, Cape Lookout-NC,Minot’s Ledge-
MA, Disappointment-WA, & Yaquima Head-OR 

West Quoddy Head-ME, Thomas Point-VA, Ponce de 
Leon-FL, Assateague-VA, Barnegat Light-NJ, &  

Destruction Island-WA 

2014 SBCS2014 SBCS2014 SBCS   

NNNAAASSSHHHVVVIIILLLLLLEEE   

   

STAY TUNEDSTAY TUNEDSTAY TUNED   

Forbidden Palace - China, Neuschwanstein – Germa-
ny ,Doges Palace - Venice, & Linderhof - Germany 
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Fort Totten 

By Joe Kopitz 

 
While re-reading my old SBCS newsletters (something I do on occasion) I came across an article from 
the Fall of 2000 in the Buildings by Mail section. It referred to “a really offbeat 3-D miniature building: a 
replica of the old officers club at Fort Totten, Bayside, Queens, NY. The Fort is still used for social 
events; the castle design is also the insignia of the Army Corps of Engineers. The very fragrant cran-
berry colored candle measures 3-1/”H x 5”W x 2-1/4”D.” I remembered when I first saw this article 
thinking that it might be a cool souvenir to get - maybe I‟ll visit the Fort sometime and pick one up. I 
never did. 
Fast forward more than 12 years to the present. Knowing that, of course, there could not still be any of 
these odd 3-D buildings available, I called the telephone number that was listed in the article. I ex-
plained to Allison who answered that I was calling about a candle replica of the Fort mentioned in an 
article from a dozen years ago. To my surprise, she knew exactly what I referred to. She said in the 8 
years she has worked there – not one single person has shown any interest in purchasing these can-
dles. I chuckled. 
I then visited Fort Totten, met with Allison and she gave me a tour of the facility which is a very interesting place. We ended up in the gift shop (how 

unusual) where she handed me several of the building shaped candles. She said that they were a gift to me because I had travelled so far to see 

them. I let her have the good feelings of her gift to me and then placed a fair “donation” into the museum‟s collection box. I also picked up several 

buttons and postcards of the building and thanked her for her gracious hospitality. This was a very successful sightseeing and souvenir building 

collecting effort. 

Fort Snelling? 

In Your Dreams 

 
By Elizabeth Lawson 

 
In case you Souvenir Building Collector readers have been paying attention over the past year you noted the tongue-in-cheek announcements re-
garding the SBCS 2013 Minneapolis convention; the announcement was stated as an „Invasion‟ of Fort Snelling. 
 
Way back in the Spring/Summer 1998 issue (Vol5#2) an article on Building Collectors Guide to Summer Vacations included Fort Snelling. The fa-
mous/infamous souvenir building “…has long been the object of derision among collector cognoscenti”. So, the tongue-in-cheek announcements 

have an SBCS precedent. 
 
 
Now this souvenir building seems to always be an item on ebay. When last checked ebay had 
two listings – one for $44.95 and a second and later listing for $9.95 – a big difference. 
 
To test the poor reputation of this souvenir building I started my visit to the Twin Cities in June 
by actually going to Fort Snelling. While the current fort assembly does not look like the souve-
nir, I hoped to find an earlier drawing, book or pamphlet which would indicate a structure simi-
lar to the souvenir building. In carefully looking at all of the drawings and models displayed in 
the Fort‟s history museum and scanning all of the books and pamphlets in the ever present gift 
shop, there was nothing that remotely resembled the ubiquitous souvenir building. 
 
This fruitless search recalls an article in the newsletter (Vol4#1 Spring/Summer 1997) written 
by Bob Kneisel. The title of the article: „Notabuilding’. Bob, you need to add Fort Snelling to 
your list as it is truly a souvenir building „in your dreams‟! 

The ubiquitous Fort Snelling 
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Minneapolis/St Paul: 

‘That Convention’ 

Was Terrific 

By Elizabeth Lawson 
 

Once again the annual Souvenir Building Col-
lectors Society convention was special and 
unique. Each city and its respective hosts 
bring a new perspective to what is a tried and 
true schedule and the result is always memo-
rable. 2013 was no different, starting with the 
iconic Foshay Tower, the convention hotel, 
and where all were greeted in the lobby by co-
host Carolyn Curtiss. 
 
Friday afternoon offered a choice of two tours. 
The first was a walking tour of downtown Min-

neapolis led by co-host Tom Malone. A num-
ber of new high rise office buildings were 
visited and many had models (or in SBCS 
parlance – souvenir buildings) of the building 
and its setting. 
The second tour was of the new Guthrie 
Theatre complex designed by Jean Nouvel 
and noted for its very blue exterior and for its 
monumental cantilever reaching out to the 
Mississippi River on the east side of the 
building. Alas, no pictures were allowed. 
 

That evening all attendees gathered at Tom 
Malone‟s studio in Medina for the official 
convention Meet & Greet kickoff and, of 
course, the opportunity to see Tom‟s souve-
nir building collection. Tom has many many 
large scaled towers and high rise buildings in 
his collection. While the Merwines were 
unable to attend the 2013 convention, their 
Infocustech was well represented in Tom‟s 
collection. Space for Tom‟s buildings does 
not seem to be an issue (as it is for many 
sbcs‟ers) and all present truly walked around 
a number of buildings that were on display. 
 
Saturday started at the reasonable hour of 9 
AM with what was to be, historically, the 
longest SBCS business meeting – ever. 
President Joe Kopitz led the meeting, had 
an interesting and informative agenda, and 

all present willingly participated in a lively and 
fruitful discussion which is reported by Joe in 
his Presidents message. The Swap Meet 
followed including lunch. 

 

The Marina Towers, Chicago 

Foshay Tower at early dusk 
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This year a private Trolley tour of St Paul was 
arranged and almost everyone attending the 
convention joined in for a delightful afternoon. 
The first stop was the St Paul City Hall and 
Ramsey County Court House, an intriguing art 
deco building built during the early 1930‟s. 
Designed by Holabird & Root from Chicago 
and Ellerbe and Company from St Paul, the 
interior, done in Zigzag Moderne, was spectac-
ular. Of particular note was the Memorial Hall 
and the 36‟ high statue „Vision of Peace, by 
Carl Milles. 
 
The next stop was the Minnesota Capitol de-
signed by Cass Gilbert who also designed the 
West Virginia state Capitol and, for all souvenir 
building collectors, the Woolworth Building in 
New York.  

 
The final, off the trolley, stop was the Cathe-
dral of St Paul. We tiptoed around the rear of 
the sanctuary so as not to disturb a wedding 
taking place, the sight of which is always a 
good omen when traveling and visiting new 
places.  

 

On the lower level of the Cathedral we found 
a display that included some church replicas, 
alas – not for sale! 

 
The trolley tour ended with a drive thru an old 
established St Paul neighborhood. We actual-
ly went by a house where Garrison Keillor 
once lived. The trolley then headed west on 
Summit Avenue, the premier residential ad-
dress in St Paul. Well, who among those on 
the trolley could have guessed that this part of 
the afternoon was old home week for two of 
our sbcs‟ers. The first was for Bob Kneisel 
who pointed out the Lutheran Church where 
he had gotten married many many years ago, 
and later, the club where the reception had 
been. The second homecoming was for Mark 
Reiss who happily pointed out his alma mater, 
Macalester College, a wonderful, small, and 
highly regarded liberal arts school. Many 
thanks to Carolyn for arranging this relaxing 
and informative riding tour. 

 
Saturday evening commenced early. Lots of 
socializing occurred while everyone viewed 
the Show & Tell displays, ogled the Raffle 
table, studied the auction items, and pur-
chased lots of Raffle tickets. This year, in the 
absence of Carol Detweiler, the Rafflemeis-
ters were the San Francisco four: Jimmy and 
Judy Tyree, David Kelly, and Jay Hoffman 
who were outstanding in setting up the „lots‟ 
for the raffle. There was plenty of time to de-
termine where to drop the raffle tickets and as 
the containers filled up, more tickets were 
purchased. 
 
There were ten participants in the Show & 
Tell – each with three items. Several had 
souvenir buildings needing identification; no 
one could make the identification and one of 
the pictures below is begging for some SBCS 
member to let us know what and where this 
building resides. 

 



 

 

Volume 20, Number 2 Page 13      www.sbcollectors.org 

Mike Emrick had an amazing wood souve-
nir building of the World Heritage site of a 
Buddjist Temple Borobubar in Java. The 
Chevaliers, Steven and Ethan, had a 1978 
Hollywood Sign, given to those donors who 
contributed to the restoration of the iconic 
sign. 
A surprise Show & Tell item was presented 
by Tim Stout who had a booklet of souvenir 

buildings that do not exist – yet! The idea 
was that if enough collectors wanted one of 
the suggested buildings in the book – InFo-
cusTech would produce it. The ultimate 
collectors dream: a wish book of souvenir 
buildings. 
Near the end of dinner, and before the 
auction and raffle, the convention at-
tendees received a special surprise pre-

view: Simon Hemmes told his story about The 
Royal Collector. Pictures from the story, in this 
issue, were passed around to enhance this unusu-
al event. Then – on to the always anticipated 
SBCS Auction and Raffle. 
Back as Master of Ceremonies this year was Al 
Hays – but with a twist: for the auction he had a 
tempting (to help raise the bids on the items up for 
sale) assistant in the person of Karen Myers. Al 
and Karen, along with some very desirable souve-
nir buildings, were a formidable team; the first two 
buildings did not meet the reserve price but then - 

the bidding was very spirited – and – suc-
cessful for those selling their buildings. The 
auction had an amazing bidding war be-
tween the two bankmeisters present and the 
SBCS President won the coveted Peoples 
Bank of St Louis. Then there was a real sur-
prise ending to the Auction; the Master of 
Ceremonies donated, from his enormous 
bank of frequent flyer miles, 50,000 miles, 
enough for two round trip tickets to anywhere 
in the continental US; best of all - ALL of the 
winning bid proceeds going to the SBCS 
Treasury. (note – the SBCS gets 10% of the 
winning bid on auction items sold). The lucky 
bidder was Judy Tyree and this was a win 
win for her and for the SBCS. Many many 
thanks to Al Hays for this generous donation 
to the treasury. 
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The evening concluded with the Raffle. 
There was a good selection of items and, 
thanks to the San Francisco Four, the items 
were put into excellent lots each of which 
garnered beau coup raffle tickets. The new 
process of letting each person select where 
they will deposit their raffle ticket has been 
enormously successful and popular. In one 
case, a certain „cup‟ was getting most of the 
Raffle tickets of an attendee and, to keep 
her honest, David Kelly deposited ONE of 
his tickets which, wouldn‟t you know, was 
the winning ticket! This was one of many 
laughs that made the Raffle all the more fun 
and entertaining. 
 
The convention closing event on Sunday 
morning was an Open House, with delicious 
pastries and coffee, at the home of co-host 
Carolyn Curtiss. Here we learned that Car-
olyn is Ms Eiffel Tower; there were many 
many Eiffels thru out her home, way too 
many to count and always showing up in 
unexpected places. Bob Curtiss brought a 
small selection of souvenir buildings to 
display, whetting the desire to see more of 
his collection – some day. 

 

 
 
 
 

While the „official‟ opening event of SBCS con-
ventions has been a Meet & Greet, there is usu-
ally a Hail & Farewell on Sunday morning; a time 
to bid adieu to new and old friends, for some to 
start planning to attend 2014 in Nashville, and to 
reflect on the always good time that everyone 
has had. 
 
And so, SBCS 2013 in Minneapolis came to an 
end; where we learned, it is true, that the souve-
nir building collections are strong, the cities of 
Minneapolis/St Paul are good looking, and the 
2013 SBCS convention camaraderie was way 
above average. 
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A presentation of souvenir 
buildings and banks from the 

 

J Keith/M Gutierrez  
Collection 

 
will be on display at the 

 

Downtown Orange  
Public Library 

Orlando FL 

 

September 1 thru October 31, 2013 

SBCS Classifieds 
for 

Information, notices, sources, reminders, looking-fors, selling, buying, questions, 
wants, needs, swaps, sound offs, shout outs, or whatever any SBCS member can say 
in no more than 50 words – twice per membership year. Send your classifieds to the 
Newsletter Editor at ewl2m@virgini.edu. 

 
SBCS Member SEEKING Commercial National Bank souvenir building/inkwell, 
Shreveport, LA, MM#870; Top price paid; contact hcg66@aol.com 

 
Wanted Examples and/or photographs of the following Cutting Edge Industries 
building banks: Farmers Alliance Insurance Co., & Ship Island Light House; Lance 
Oldham 
klg97@wavecable.com 

 
Wanted for the SBCS newsletter, a copy of an article on souvenir building col-
lecting written by Paul Goldberger; published in the late eighties? early nineties? in 
the New York Times? In another publication?; will reimburse for copying and mail-
ing costs; notify Joe Kopitz at joekopitz@yahoo.com or Elizabeth Lawson at 
ewl2m@virginia.edu if you can help on this request. 

 
Reminder to SBCS members from Dave that he adds information weekly to his 
online blog, BUILDING COLLECTOR. He researches rare replicas, interviews collec-
tors, identifies sources, and links related architectural news. He encourages read-
ers to add comments on each blog post which adds to the wealth of information. 
www.BuildingCollector.com 

 
Check out the online Bookstore at the University of Rhode Island for some inter-
esting metal building items. Recent finds were replicas of their famous Green Hall 
as a small paperweight, salt and pepper shakers and tea light candle holders. Visit 
them at www.bookstore.uri.edu 

 
Looking for souvenir replicas of buildings in Pennsylvania and Virginia; am willing 
to trade or buy. Can send pictures of traders. Contact at ewl2m@virginia.edu 

mailto:ewl2m@virgini.edu
mailto:hcg66@aol.com
mailto:klg97@wavecable.com
mailto:joekopitz@yahoo.com
http://www.BuildingCollector.com
http://www.bookstore.uri.edu
mailto:ewl2m@virginia.edu
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