
 

 

President’s Message 

The end of the year is here and a wishing of good 

cheer is appropriate for the Holidays.  Remembering 

family and friends, being thankful for what we have 

and keeping connections with those important to us is 

especially fitting at this time.   

Another Birthday passed and I was pleasantly sur-

prised with the exception made to my usual “no gifts, 

please” birthday policy.  Friends gave me 3D laser 

cut out models of the Chrysler Building and of 30 

Rockefeller Plaza from Fascinations 

(www.fascinations.com/metalearth).  These “do it 

yourself” souvenir buildings are good quality, all 

metal replicas of famous real buildings.  The only 

problem is – one has to construct them oneself.  The 

package states that they are appropriate for ages 14+ 

however; I would argue that no one over 25 should 

attempt to put them together unless they have keen 

eyesight, a steady hand and terrific hand/eye coordi-

nation.  These are qualities of which I am not at my 

peak.  Although I do remember Dave R. recounting 

in his blog how he successfully produced a good like-

ness of the One World Trade Center building using 

one of these model kits.  He is a braver soul than I. 

Speaking of birthdays, the SBCS is having a signifi-

cant birthday in 2014.  We’re turning 20!  We cer-

tainly have come a long way in these last 20 years.  

When the SBCS began, there was no eBay, Facebook 

or Twitter.  You couldn’t just “Google” something to 

find out more about things and even basic cell 

phones were not in wide use (and forget about the 

concept of a Smartphone). 

In the early days of the SBCS, information about 

souvenir buildings was not so readily available and 

therefore how one rated a rare or common building 

depended on the few reference books available - like 

Dort Brown’s Souvenir Buildings books from the 

1970’s.  Even the now more common reference 

books came out later; Margaret Majua and David 

Weinstein’s Souvenir Buildings Miniature Monu-

ments in 1996 and Monument Miniatures in 1999, 

Lance Oldham’s Banthrico/Toystalgia/Valley Cast-

ing Co. Building/Monument/Landmark Bank Repli-

cas came out in 1998, and Jim Redwine’s Coin 

Banks by Banthrico in 2001. 

With more advanced technology has come greater 

information about some of our favorite little build-

ings.  Some prized buildings thought to be quite rare 

started appearing frequently on eBay.  Prices paid for 

buildings became very erratic – some much higher, 

some much lower.  It even affected the small, out of 

the way flea market and antique shop where often is 

now heard, “oh I can get much more on eBay” and 

then outrageous price quotes are given.   

So, as we plan to celebrate our 20th year – let us re-

member what it was like in the early days of the 

SBCS.  I invite the “old timers” to share with all of 

us their stories of souvenir building collecting in the 

early 1990s (and earlier).   
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Do you have any interesting tales 

of when or how you first heard of 

the SBCS?  Any insights as to how 

you found buildings before the in-

ternet?  What stories do you have 

about swap meets, planning meet-

ings or conventions?  Please send 

along as many of these remem-

brances as you can and we will 

share them in upcoming issues of 

the newsletter. 

Letter from the Editor 

Silly me! This is the third issue of Volume 20 of the SBCS Newsletter and I 

thought that it meant the SBCS was 20 years old.  After checking the actual 

date/year of the first newsletter (Fall 1994) I realized that like the Chinese, the 

SBCS was born one year old!  Over the coming year the newsletter will be cel-

ebrating the coming 20
th
 anniversary and will welcome any and all memories, 

remembrances, and comments from you members.  So please share per the 

request in the Classifieds. 

The highlight of this issue is the reprint of the famous New York Times End 

Paper by Paul Goldberger from September 1993.  The classified ad in the last 

issue requesting information on this article worked – very well. 

James Kyle was the first to respond on September 3
rd

 at 6:23 PM PDT and he 

included the web link to the NY Times article.  The second response was from 

Jay Hoffman on the 3
rd

 at 7:58 PM PDT.  Jay reported that he and David Kelly 

HAD the article, that David was looking for it, and that they would copy and 

mail it to me.  Jay also reported that because of this article he and David decid-

ed to start collecting souvenir buildings. 

The next day, on September 4
th
, Lance Oldham emailed me that he, too, had a 

copy of the article and could send it to me.  On September 10
th
, I had an email 

from Paul Hirshorn stating ‘Of course I have it!” and attached a scanned copy 

of the original. Tom DiNapoli and Seth Weine also responded.  Kudos to all of 

you. 

The Goldberger article is important to the history of the Souvenir Building Col-

lectors Society and is an appropriate introduction to the start of the 20
th
 year of 

the SBCS. After 20 years since being published the article STILL resonates in 

the hearts of all of us.  Enjoy! 

By Elizabeth Lawson 

Continued from Page 1 

SBCS Classifieds 

for 

Information, notices, sources, reminders, looking-

fors, selling, buying, questions, wants, needs, 

swaps, sound offs, shout outs, or whatever any 

SBCS member can say in no more than 50 words – 

twice per membership year.  Send your classifieds 

to the Newsletter Editor at ewl2m@virgini.edu. 

 

Have a never used Majua & Weingarten’s Monu-

mental Miniatures and like new Souvenir Buildings 

Miniature Monuments; would welcome offers;  

contact bmcfarlane@myfairpoint.net 

 

SBCS Member SEEKING Commercial National Bank 

souvenir building/inkwell, Shreveport, LA, 

MM#870; Top price paid; contact hcg66@aol.com 

 

Wanted Examples and/or photographs of the 

following Cutting Edge Industries building banks: 

Farmers Alliance Insurance Co., & Ship Island Light 

House; Lance Oldham  

klg97@wavecable.com 

 

Wanted for the SBCS newsletter as it enters its 

20th year – members stories of how they came to 

join the SBCS and what year;  also wanted are 

personal stories from those members who re-

member Dixie Trainer.  Send to the Newsletter 

Editor at ewl2m@virginia.edu. 

 

Reminder to SBCS members from Dave that he 

adds information weekly to his online blog, 

BUILDING COLLECTOR. He researches rare repli-

cas, interviews collectors, identifies sources, 

and links related architectural news.  He en-

courages readers to add comments on each 

blog post which adds to the wealth of infor-

mation. 

www.BuildingCollector.com 

 

For Sale highly detailed metal One 

World Trade Center in 150’ scale. 12-

1/4” tall. 

www.replicabuildings.com 
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ENDPAPER/Life and Times; 

Seductive Smallness 

 

By Paul Goldberger;  

From the New York Times September 12, 1993; all rights reserved. Used by permission and protected by the Copyright Laws of the 

United States.  The printing, copying, redistribution, or transmission of the content without express written permission is prohibited. 

If you write about art you can collect it, at least to the limits of your wallet. If you are a music critic you are assumed to have an am-

ple supply of CD's. A book critic accumulates a serious library. But an architecture critic? There is architectural drawing, but it has 

always seemed so much art manque. That's why I began to collect tiny toy buildings -- what other way short of investing in real es-

tate is there to build a collection of architecture? 

That's the story I would tell an interviewer if I were the sort of person who gets interviewed. The truth is that the whole thing never 

had so considered a purpose. It was born of necessity. A while ago I lived in a small apartment that had an odd little niche in the 

wall, and lying around on my desk was one of those cheap, eight-inch-high miniatures of the Empire State Building that you can buy 

in any souvenir shop. Better a toy Empire State Building than a vase of dried flowers, I said to myself, and into the niche it went. 

That was to be the end of that, until a neighbor saw it and said he had a souvenir World Trade Center that he would like to give me, 

and then somebody else said you can't have an Empire State Building without a Statue of Liberty, and not too long after that I got 

married and a friend from California gave us his miniature lead Woolworth Building and then my wife was browsing in an antiques 

shop and found an RCA Building in the form of an ashtray and it was all over. The RCA Building cost a lot of money -- $85 -- and it 

meant that there was no turning back. 

Now I have something like 150 buildings, most of them three or four inches high, generally of metal, though some are ceramic, and a 

few recent ones, alas, are made of plastic. It's true that they don't make buildings the way they used to. You can compare my Empire 

State Buildings -- I have six, which includes the Empire State Building pencil sharpener but not the three Empire State erasers -- and 

the older ones invariably have finer detail, more solid construction, a surer sense that they were made to last. That I could write that 

last sentence with a straight face is a sign that I have become unnaturally attached to my toy buildings. My collection now fills not 

only the niche and some shelves we added but also an entire counter top, where the skyscrapers and the churches and the banks and 

the monuments line up row upon row like a miniature city, although I am not sure just what sort of vision of urban glory is represent-

ed by putting Chartres Cathedral across from the Nutley Savings Bank. 

There is not much architectural scholarship to these miniature buildings; in fact, there isn't any. The five-inch lead Flatiron Building 

for which I paid dearly last Christmas may be a semivaluable antique, but it is an almost crude representation of the building, more 

an abstraction than a reproduction. There are better ways to learn about the Tower of Pisa than through my nine-inch ceramic version 

of it, better ways to study the United States Capitol than through any one of my Capitols, though I have to admit that the metal one 

whose dome opens up to reveal a jewel box is pretty nifty. 

But collecting souvenir buildings has nothing to do with being serious about architecture. It has a lot to do with affection for build-

ings, and with the curious joy that comes from seeing anything you like in miniature. In its surprising tininess it becomes containa-

ble, manageable, in a way that the real thing is not. If children find order in the world they are coming to know through their play, 

adults can order the world they already know through collecting, which is really a form of play, too. 

And yet I remember once saying to an architectural model maker that his craft was dangerous because he had the power to make any 

building likable. A model of the worst skyscraper on Third Avenue is benign, even appealing. As an architecture critic I have seen 

hundreds of buildings I couldn't stand, but I don't know when I've ever seen a model I didn't like. The worst building in the world is 

cute when turned into a model. Indeed, it is more than cute: it is seductive. 

Is it the desire to be seduced again by buildings, to see them as objects of fantasy rather than as the difficult and challenging things 

that they are, that motivates me to collect all these little souvenirs?  
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Perhaps. On my counter top there are no real issues of urban context to think about, no concerns about the social imperatives of ar-

chitecture, no need to take into account the realities of economics or zoning. The buildings become shapes to be manipulated for 

amusement, and how good they look is the only thing that matters. Since when could a responsible architecture critic justify making 

that kind of judgment on a real building? 

SO I PLAY ON, MOVING my Towers of Pisa and Woolworth and Sears and John Hancock back and forth, and wondering why my 

forays to flea markets and back-roads antique shops (which is where you find the good miniatures, the ones too old to be in the sou-

venir shop at the airport) haven't yet turned up a Chrysler Building, which is the rare object I covet most of all. Indeed, I only 

learned that there were Chrysler Buildings a couple of years ago, when I ran into David Weingarten and Margaret Majua, a couple in 

Northern California whose collection of souvenir buildings makes me seem a rank amateur. They crossed the 1,400 mark not long 

ago, and they keep acquiring. David and Margaret, of course, have two Chrysler Buildings. I know this because they told me, and 

also because they have created a computerized inventory, copies of which they have circulated to the small circle of souvenir build-

ing collectors that has grown up around them. Last year they played host to this group for a weekend of conversation and trading, 

and this year Dixie Trainer, who gives every indication of being a normal housewife but for the fact that she has 700 miniature 

buildings, decided to reciprocate. I went to Dixie's, partly to see who else would show up and partly to see her collection, which also 

has two Chrysler Buildings, neither of which she would part with. 

It was a strange combination of social event and bazaar. First, a lovely summer lunch with about a dozen of us who, like occupants 

of a nudist colony freed at last from the normal social conventions, could blather on about early Bunker Hill Monuments and toy 

classical banks with no fear of embarrassment. I had brought nothing to show and nothing to trade, my collection being too small to 

have duplicates and too uneven to justify winnowing out the less distinguished examples. I came away with two shopping bags full 

of miniatures, not a one of which, of course, looked anything like a Chrysler Building. 

Paul Goldberger, was the culture editor of The New York Times and won a Pulitzer Prize in 1984 for criticism. He was among the 

founders of the Souvenir Building Collectors Society, 

Paul Hirshorn 

Born to Collect 

Souvenir Buildings 
 

By Elizabeth Lawson (Disclaimer:  I have known Paul Hishorn for 

OVER 35 years!) 

Learning what triggers in each of us the desire to collect 

souvenir buildings is endlessly fascinating.  And so it is 

with Paul Hirshorn, an architect and the retired, after 25 

years, Chair of the Department of Architecture at Drexel 

University in Philadelphia. 

Paul has the unusual distinction in this day and age of 

living in the same Center City three story Philadelphia 

row house his entire life.  While in Philadelphia earlier 

this year I went to interview Paul and to see his collec-

tion.  Prior to arriving a series of questions was emailed.  

What was your first building?  How many buildings do 

you have?  Do you have a list or log of your collection?  

How did you come to join the SBCS?  Did you attend 

one of the three organizing meetings? 

Upon arriving and entering the living room one is greet-

ed with a series of office file boxes stacked up and 

around the fireplace and representing much of Paul’s 

tenure at Drexel.  Being a filer-on-the-floor person my-

self, I felt right at home.  But then, the souvenir buildings 

came into view; they were here, there, and seemingly 

everywhere; they occupied every square inch of the 

mantel and the trim below framing the fireplace opening. 

Hirshorn mantel 
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One of the more clever storage/shelving solutions were 

the glass shelves in a window.  It seems that Paul’s fa-

ther had put several glass shelves in the window when 

Paul was small.  Paul has added more glass shelves and 

loaded them with souvenir buildings. 

 

After a brief overview of his collection Paul and I sat 

down for the interview.  Before any questions were 

asked Paul volunteered three things about his collection 

and in answer to some of my earlier questions: one – he 

never has counted how many buildings he has; two – he 

has no list or inventory of his collection; and three- he 

never dusts his collection.  Some of us can relate to this 

latter point! 

Paul’s collecting began in the early seventies. He was 

working for Venturi 

Rauch Scott Brown 

Architects when a col-

league, W.G. Clark, 

came in one day with a 

miniature of the Wash-

ington monument.  

This souvenir building 

reminded Paul, that 

when he was growing 

up there was a souve-

nir building of the Eiffel 

Tower somewhere in 

the house. His father 

had purchased it in 

France sometime in       

the 1930’s before Paul 

was born. Paul went home, did some serious searching 

and found it. 

Soon after finding the Eiffel Tower Paul’s good friend 

John Blatteau, and lapsed SBCS member who was an 

early souvenir building collector, gave him a half dozen 

pot metal souvenir buildings including an Independence 

Hall, the Alamo, the Rialto Bridge in Venice, St Louis Ca-

thedral in New Orleans and the capitol of Alabama. 

The ‘bug’ started and Paul was hooked!   While he had a 

stamp and baseball card collection, souvenir buildings 

became his new endeavor.  The collection grew thru trav-

elling, thru asking friends and students to look for building 

when they traveled, and by going to local flea markets 

and antique shops. 

His wife, Terry, was his negotiator when need be.  Over 

the years he learned of other architect collectors – Peter 

Papademitriou, Spiro Kostoff,  and Jorge Silvetti, whose 

collection he visited. 

 

Paul Hishorn with some of his collection 

Eighty year old Eiffel Tower 

    St Louis Cathedral, New Orleans 
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By the early nineties Paul’s collection was probably 

several hundred buildings.  Then his collecting world 

was totally changed upon reading, in September 

1993, Paul Goldberger’s NY Times article ‘Seductive 

Smallness’.  The article’s mention of David 

Weingarten and Margaret Majua, who in seven 

years had collected several thousand souvenir build-

ings, caused Paul immediately to ‘retire’ from collect-

ing; or to significantly slow, and not quite stop, the 

acquisition of additional souvenir buildings. 

The one exception was that if he saw multiples of a 

souvenir building in his travels he always bought 

four; one for himself and one for each of his weekly 

breakfast club members – John Blatteau, Vince Mai-

ello, and, still active  in the SBCS, Perry Benson.  

Otherwise - there was no way Hirshorn could ever 

even begin to approach such a collection as that of 

David Weingarten and Margaret Majua. 

A few months after the Goldberger article, Paul re-

ceived a phone call.  There was a breezy ‘Hi’ and 

the caller identified herself, too quickly, and went on 

to explain how she had learned that Paul collected 

souvenir buildings. Interestingly, another Philadelph-

ia architect had attended the Atlantique Show in At-

lantic City and given the caller names of Philadelphia 

souvenir building collectors.  She asked Paul about 

his collection, how many buildings did he have, etc 

etc. 

Finally, Paul was able to get the proverbial word in 

edgewise.  He explained that he had recently given 

up collecting after reading the Goldberger article and 

learning of a couple in California who had, seeming-

ly, cornered the market in souvenir buildings.  There was a 

long silence and then the caller said  “That’s us”.  It was Mar-

garet Majua!   

Margaret and David visited Paul, and brought him a souvenir 

building.  Through them he learned about Dixie and Bill 

Trainer and their collection.  In 1994 Paul and his family were 

on their way to Maine and Paul called Dixie to see if he could 

stop by her home in Connecticut and see the Trainer collec-

tion.  It was a propitious stop as it was the day that the Train-

er’s were hosting a  New York area swap meet. 

While his visit to the Trainer’s was brief, Paul got a  sense of 

their wonderful souvenir building collection and met other 

likeminded collectors.  Everyone would ask ‘When did you 

start collecting?’ and ‘What else do you collect?”  Little did 

Paul know, at that time, that he was attending what would be 

known as one of the three souvenir building collectors meet-

ings from whence the Souvenir Building Collectors Society 

was formed.  

Today, the souvenir buildings trickle into Paul’s collection, 

finding a place somewhere in the only house he has ever 

lived in and joining the now 80+ year old Eiffel Tower.  His 

father was prescient in purchasing this long ago souvenir and 

thereby, years later, initiating his son’s souvenir building col-

lecting – proof that collecting  must be in Paul’s DNA. 

Rialto Bridge, Venice 

 

 

        Across          Down 

1.     IDS  2. Snelling 

4.    Target  3. Splitrock 

7.    Vikings  4. Ten 

8.    Mayo (Clinic)  5. Foshay 

9.    Lindbergh          6. Fitzgerald 

       10.  Lewis   

Minnesota Convention Puzzle Answers 

 

Alabama State Capitol, Montgomery 
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Fort Snelling Redux 

By Lance Oldham 

 

I was once the proud owner of a Fort Snelling and 

was eager to be relieved of it.  I managed to sell it 

on eBay with the following write up.  Some of the 

fellow collectors at the time wrote to me in appreci-

ation of the humor.  Actually, I owned two of them 

– in1997 I bought one for $6 and sold it for $15; in 

1998, I was foolish enough to pay $22.44 for an-

other and sold it for $32.90 with this write up: 

 

Outstanding Souvenir Building Below Cost 

I’m offering this pair of souvenir buildings below my 

cost to clear my inventory (and besides I need the 

cash).  It consists of an Empire State Building ther-

mometer and the magnificent, wonderful, exciting, 

amazingly popular Fort Snelling!  No collection is 

complete without these two souvenir buildings rep-

resented.  The Empire State Building is a post WW 

II version and was probably made in the 1950’s.  It 

exhibits finer detail than those made since.  The 

piece is made of pot metal.  The thermometer is 

broken.  The Empire State Building is 6-1/8” tall.  

Fort Snelling is a heavy cast iron piece and is rare-

ly seen outside of every flea market, antique shop, 

and antique show in the country.  They will no 

doubt disappear by the turn of the next century, so 

now is your chance to stock up while the price is 

still low.  I have heard that Fort Snelling has sold 

for as high as $100, so this is an unbelievable op-

portunity.  Fort Snelling is 2” tall.  winning bidder 

pays shipping/handling/insurance. 

T U N E  
Your Calendars For 

 

Friday 24 October to 

Sunday 26 October 

2014   SBCS 

NASHVILLE 

Why SBCSers should plan to   

attend 2014 in Nashville 

 

The 2014 October date for the SBCS convention in 

Nashville was chosen BECAUSE concurrent with 

the convention will be the Nashville Flea Market ‘Big 

One’.  The Flea Market will be on Friday, Saturday, 

and Sunday.  Also to be considered for a visit are 

the Downtown Antique Mall, the Tennessee Antique 

Mall, the Gas Lamp Antique Mall, and Gas Lamp 

Too.  At the last one Mike Emrick will have a booth.  

Information on other antiques/flea markets in the 

surrounding area will be in the next newsletter. 



 

 

 

1201 Jefferson St. 

Charlottesville VA 22902 

 www.sbcollectors.org 

Seasons Greetings 

& 

Happy Collecting in 2014 

Mike Emrick’s souvenir building ornament tree 


