
 

 

NASHVILLE 
Music City - the Athens of the South - the 

“It” city -  and  

a great place to live and visit! 

By Michael Emrick 

Breaking with tradition this year, the Souvenir Building Collec-

tor Society convention is being held in the fall. On Friday Octo-

ber 24 Nashville will be welcoming the 2014 SBCS convention.   

With typically great Fall weather and activities ranging from 

touring great  historic sites, honky-tonk’n on Lower Broad and 

visiting the largest Flea Market of the year, there is surely 

something for everyone to enjoy.  Hotel arrangements are 

close to being finalized and will be announced via a SBCS email 

blast and in the summer issue of the Newsletter. Plans are un-

derway to ensure a great visit for all.   

The formal  program planning underway proposes to begin 

with a Friday afternoon downtown walking tour that will fea-

ture  the Tennessee State Capitol  (the oldest operating state 

capitol building), the National Landmark Egyptian Revival 

Downtown Presbyterian Church (both buildings by noted archi-

tect William Strickland), the historic Market Street Warehouse 

and Lower Broadway districts, and a variety of sites – old and 

new – in between.  Friday evening all SBCSers will “meet and 

greet” each other in the historic Germantown neighborhood 

where I live, viewing my souvenir building collection and sam-

pling delights from the neighborhood’s fine restaurants. 

On Saturday the SBCS will have its traditional business meeting 

and swap meet in the morning.  Following lunch there will be a 

driving tour that will include the Bicentennial  

Capitol Mall State Park, Nashville’s Parthenon in Centennial 

Park (constructed for the state’s centennial celebration in 1897 

and permanently rebuilt in the 1920s).   Among other sites will 

be the Ryman Auditorium (1892, originally the Union Gospel 

Tabernacle) the iconic venue where the Grand Ole Opry was 

held for many years, the new Music City Center, the Country 

Music Hall of Fame and the Schermerhorn  Symphony Center.  

Moving away from downtown there are plans to stop at Bel-

mont Mansion (1850, Italianate), the  summer home of Adeli-

cia Acklen, said to have been the wealthiest woman in Ameri-

can during the mid-1800s, the Peabody Teachers College (now 

part of Vanderbilt University and modeled on the plan of 

Jefferson’s  University of Virginia).   Saturday night the SBCS 

will host its annual Show & Tell, banquet, auction and raffle.  

Many will surely want to do things on their own, including go-

ing to the  Nashville Flea Market  (in October known as  the 

“Big One”).  This will be on Friday, Saturday, and Sun-

day at the Tennessee State Fair  
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Grounds.  And, of course, there will be 

directions to other antique malls around 

town and in the Nashville vicinity. There 

are also numerous historic sites and mu-

seums to visit – the 1853 Greek Revival 

Belle Meade Plantation (once the center-

piece of a 5,400 acre plantation and thor-

oughbred farm and nursery); the Union 

Army For Negley (1865), the only formal 

stone fortification constructed during the 

Civil War (or, as they call it here, that 

“late, great unpleasantness”; the Frist 

Center for the Visual Arts; Cheekwood  

Botanical Gardens and Museum; the Ten-

nessee State Museum,; The Hermitage, 

home of President Andrew Jackson; and 

for the more adventurous, a drive to the 

Jack Daniel’s Distillery in Lynchburg (80 

miles SE of Nashville).  Plan to arrive early 

and to stay late! 

Letter from the Editor 

Letter from the Editor 

With this issue #1 of Volume 21 the Souvenir Building Collectors Society be-

gins its twentieth year as an organization.  In this issue there is wonderful and 

concise biography of Dixie Trainer written by Bill Trainer.  In issue #2, to be 

published in July, there will be a Part 2 to Dixie’s story which will tell of the 

Trainers’ souvenir building collection and of how the SBCS was formed.  Issue 

#3 in late November/early December will celebrate the Fall 2014 convention in 

Nashville where toasts will be raised to the first 20 years of the SBCS and, 

more importantly, to the next 20 years!  

 

The SBCS has lost two longtime members. 

Joe Kopitz writes a Farewell to Pat Smith and there is an Homage to James 

Redwine. 

It is appropriate that we remember Dixie Trainer, Pat Smith, and Jim Redwine 

in this celebratory anniversary year as all  three made different but important 

contributions to the Souvenir Building Collectors Society.   

 

The Souvenir Building Collector newsletter will welcome any and all stories  

about how you members came to join the group.  Please share. 

By Elizabeth Lawson 

Continued from Page 1 

SBCS  

Classifieds 

for 

Information, notices, sources, reminders, looking-fors, selling, buying, questions, wants, needs, swaps, 

sound offs, shout outs, or whatever any SBCS member can say in no more than 50 words – twice per mem-

bership year.  Send your classifieds to the Newsletter Editor at ewl2m@virgini.edu. 

Have dozens of tin building boxes; many from England.  Let me know what you are looking for. contact 

bmcfarlane@myfairpoint.net 

Wanted  ADS for the newsletter Classifieds 

Wanted for the SBCS newsletter as it celebrates its 20th year – members stories of how they came to join 

the SBCS and what year;  also wanted are personal stories from those members who remember Dixie 

Trainer.  Send to the Newsletter Editor at ewl2m@virginia.edu. 

Reminder to SBCS members from Dave that he adds information weekly to his online blog, BUILDING 

COLLECTOR. He researches rare replicas, interviews collectors, identifies sources, and links related archi-

tectural news.  He encourages readers to add comments on each blog post which adds to the wealth of 

information. 

www.BuildingCollector.com 
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A Farewell to Pat 

Smith 
By Joe Koptz 

 

Pat Smith was a great friend to me.  We 

shared a bond on many levels – but col-

lecting souvenir buildings was the great-

est connection.  She freely shared her 

seemingly endless wealth of knowledge 

about so many topics; always able to add 

something to any subject.  She was quick 

with her opinions and seldom held her 

tongue.  One always knew just where 

she stood on a topic and disagreeing 

with her was pointless.  I loved her dear-

ly and her friendship was important to 

me – but sometimes she could be a 

cranky old lady.  I took all of this in stride 

and enjoyed her camaraderie immense-

ly.  Her wisdom and guidance was price-

less to me.  

 

Pat passed away on January 12, 2014 in 

Urbandale, Iowa after a brief illness.  Ken 

and I were fortunate enough to have 

been able to visit her just before she 

died.  Meeting with her brother, sister-in

-law, niece, nephews and the staff at 

Deerfield Village where she lived was of 

great comfort to us.  She was surround-

ed by those who loved and cared for her. 

 

 

When I first became a member of the 

Souvenir Building Collectors Society in 

1994, I had known of “Pat Smith of 

Brooklyn, NY” through her many arti-

cles in the newsletter.  I often joked 

that “we must be neighbors” though it 

was several years before we met in 

person.  And I was right – she lived right 

around the corner! 

 

Pat’s contribution to the SBCS was im-

mense.  She wrote many articles, 

attended most conventions and hosted 

the 2000 New York City convention.  

She was a long time collector of souve-

nir buildings and so much more.  Be-

sides the building-themed decorations 

throughout her Brooklyn brownstone, 

she had two rooms jam packed with 

buildings and related items (books, or-

naments, key rings, postcards, spoons, 

baskets, magnets and many non-

specific building collectibles).  It was 

always a joy and a thrill to visit. 

 

Very adventurous, Pat traveled exten-

sively.  She took many photos, collected 

tons of postcards and, of course, was 

always on the look out for little build-

ings.  Being very methodical, Pat cata-

logued her trips by saving itineraries, 

tickets, brochures, cards, correspond-

ence, photos and more in dozens of 

professional grade shoe box sized ar-

chive cartons.  Her family allowed me 

the opportunity to examine this inti-

mate documentation of her travels.  

From what I can put together she made 

41 trips in the last 30 years – many with 

her long time neighbor and friend, Ann 

Wood.  Some of her adventures were 

shared with us in the SBCS newsletter 

over the years. 

 

 

When the Frank Lloyd Wright house in 

Ebsworth Park, St Louis, MO was looking 

for souvenir buildings for a souvenir 

building exhibit in 2011, Pat opened her 

home to Elizabeth Lawson and me to 

showcase our collections and to welcome 

the FLW house team to New York.  Be-

cause the team had selected numerous 

examples from our collections for their 

exhibit the three of us decided to “visit” 

them.  That October I drove Pat out to St 

Louis, stopping along the way to check 

out Antique Malls along the way.  We 

met up with Elizabeth in St Louis and 

enjoyed a great tour of the FLW house 

and exhibit.  As an added bonus, we also 

visited Jim Redwine and experienced his 

collection.  Jim’s house was filled with his 

many collections and it was an extraordi-

nary privilege to view, photograph and 

chat with Jim about his many, many 

treasures. 

 

My fondest memories of Pat are simply 

visiting her and chatting about our latest 

acquisitions over a pot of tea in her din-

ing room.  Pat had a delightful ritual of 

displaying her newest finds on the coffee 

table in the living room before moving 

them to the fireplace mantle and finally 

upstairs to the rooms with the rest of the 

collection.  She would lend an apprecia-

tive eye and ear whenever I brought over 

my newest arrivals.  I will always cherish 

her memory. 
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   St Louis  

Cathedral 

New Orleans, LA 
By Elizabeth Lawson 

 

In the world of souvenir building collect-

ing there are certain iconic structures that 

enjoy myriad types of replica incarna-

tions: the Eiffel Tower and the Statue of 

Liberty being the first that come to mind.  

The Empire State Building is, probably, 

not far behind in the many replicas it has 

engendered. 

All of these different variations on the 

theme of one building/structure fascinates 

and drives some collectors.  SBSCer Car-

olyn Curtiss has Eiffel Tower mania while 

fellow member, Harry Misuriello, has an 

amazing collection of Statues of Liberties.  

For many collectors, several different 

versions of a souvenir satisfies their col-

lecting appetite. 

So, it is interesting to see a variation on a 

theme of one building, in this case St Lou-

is Cathedral in New Orleans, LA, in dif-

ferent collections.  This raises the ques-

tion, and curiosity;  are there more varia-

tions of this building out there?  Do any of 

you have one?  Or two?  If so – let the 

Souvenir Building Collector newsletter 

know, preferably with a picture. 

Here for the record are six examples of 

the St Louis Cathedral: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A metal St Louis Cathedral from 

the collection of Katharine Isbell 

Salt & Peppers from the collec-

tion of Carol Detweiler 

A ceramic St Louis Cathedral on 

top of a generic temple front from 

the collection of Dixie & Bill 

Trainer 

A charm from the collection of 

Katharine Isbell 

A St Louis Cathedral (note broken 

spire) on top of a bell purchased 

from Dave Forman 

A wood replica from the collection 

of David Savanyu 
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Ryoan-ji 

Kyoto, Japan 

By Elizabeth Lawson 

Ryoan-ji is considered the finest ex-

ample of a Japanese Zen temple gar-

den and is a UNESCO World Heritage 

Site. The garden consists of fifteen 

stones thoughtfully placed in a setting 

of carefully raked white gravel.  

  

The stones, of varying sizes, are sited 

in careful compositions of five groups; 

one group of five stones, two groups 

of three stones, and two groups of two 

stones. The only vegetation in the gar-

den is some moss around the stones. 

 

The composition of the garden is such 

that its entire composition, of fifteen 

stones, cannot be seen from the view-

ing veranda on one side.  Other than 

from above, one can only see, at one 

spot along the veranda, fourteen 

stones.  It is traditionally considered 

that only through attaining enlighten-

ment would one be able to see all fif-

teen stones. 

 

 

 

 

That there is a souvenir of this re-

markable site is very special and 

engenders the question:  are there 

souvenir replicas of other world fa-

mous gardens? 

 

 

 

 

 

Sale of Items from the 

Pat Smith Collection 

 

Pat Smith had intended to join us at 

the 2013 convention in Minneapolis/

St Paul and was greatly disappointed 

for several reasons when she could 

not make it.  She had missed a cou-

ple of recent conventions and was 

eager to reconnect with her souvenir 

building collecting friends.  Also, her 

nephew Doug, who lives in St Paul, 

was looking forward to a visit from 

Aunt Pat.  But most importantly, Pat 

had planned to give everyone attend-

ing a special gift from her collection of 

souvenir building magnets. 

 

To fulfill her wish, the entire magnet 

collection will travel to Nashville this 

fall so that each SBCS member at-

tending can receive this post humus 

gift from Pat..  In addition, many other 

items from her vast collection will also 

be available to SBCSers attending 

this year’s convention.  Not only will 

there be souvenir buildings for sale – 

there will be lots of souvenir building 

themed items such as books, Christ-

mas ornaments, key rings, souvenir 

spoons, and post cards. 

 

And ALL PROCEEDS WILL GO TO 

THE SOUVENIR BUILDING COL-

LECTORS SOCIETY!  So – bring 

your checkbook, load up your wallet, 

and make plans to support the SBCS, 

remember Pat, and add to your re-

spective collections.  See you in Oc-

tober.  

 

 

Drawing of Ryoan-ji 

Model of Ryoan-ji 

Three of the stone compositions 

Ryoan-ji souvenir 
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DIXIE  
DEAN HARRIS  

TRAINER 
By Bill Trainer 

Dixie was born in New Orleans, baptized in St Louis Cathedral, 

and moved, with her parents, shortly thereafter to Mamaroneck, 

NY, where she spent all of her formative years,  One of the high-

lights of those years was her election as ‘Miss Mamaroneck High 

1954’.  The selection was based on “leadership, personality, and 

service”, qualities that persisted throughout her life. 

Following high school, she attended and graduated cum laude 

from Western College for Women in Oxford, OH.  By using her 

well developed writing talent she was able in her junior year to 

travel with a student seminar as a press agent for a five week 

summer tour of the Orient.  This was the most memorable expe-

rience of her college years.  She maintained close contact with 

both Mamaroneck High and Western College, attending all their 

major alumnae gatherings, and stayed in touch with many of her 

classmates in the following years.  Loyalty was among  her many 

strong suits. 

After college, Dixie moved to New York City where she worked 

initially as a travel agent and then, as a freelance writer.  In the 

summer of 1964 she shared a co-ed vacation house on Fire Island 

with among others, myself.  We were married the following year.  

Kevin, our first son, was born in 1968 and his brother, Colin, ar-

rived in 1970. 

We resided on NYC’s upper West side for 25 years, moving in 

1990, following my retirement from Merrill Lynch, to our 

vacation house in Roxbury, CT which we had built in 1974.  

From there we moved in 1997 to the Wintergreen communi-

ty (in Nellysford, VA), an 11,000 acre four season resort.  

Dixie engineered this last move for which I will be forever 

grateful. 

Dixie was an outstanding wife and mother.  She was driven, 

however, so that when the children reached school age she 

began freelance writing again.  Over her career she wrote for 

magazines as diverse as Movie Life, For Men Only, Esquire, 

Redbook, and the New York Times Sunday Magazine.  She 

authored and had published five books – four non-fiction and 

one historical romance.  She also did a stint in executive sales 

and as an office manager. 

Some examples of her leadership and service include: 

* Founding member and officer of the West 78th 

 Street Block Association 

* Developer of the Intermediate School 44 Flea  

 Market at Columbus and 78th as a source of  

 funding extra curricular activities,; the market still 

 flourishes today 

* Chairwoman – Co-op apartment Board 7 

 89 West End Avenue 

* Founding member of Litchfield County  

 Shakespeare reading group 

* Elected member of Roxbury (CT)  

 Planning Commission 

* Founding member of a Shakespeare reading group  

 at Wintergreen 

* Founding member of the  

 Souvenir Building Collectors Society 

* Editor for ten years of the  

 Souvenir Building Collector newsletter 
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Among her many achievements, Dixie 

was most proud of developing a very suc-

cessful business – The Souvenir Building 

Network.  She started this business in 

1995 as an outgrowth  of one of her col-

lecting interests.  The business was profit-

able in its first year and grew steadily 

over the next decade.  Her personal col-

lection of souvenir buildings and monu-

ments includes some 2,000 items.  A 

good number of these were acquired in 

our travels.  We visited over 40 countries 

after my retirement. 

Dixie had a full and fulfilling life.  She is 

greatly missed. 

awful “knock on the door” by the neigh-

bor downstairs.  “Is this your package?” 

he says extending his hand with the 

torn open and emptied box.  A visit to 

the building manager, a review of the 

video tape (such great security) and a 

confirmation that the package was de-

livered by the USPS and then “an un-

known person” is seen taking the box to 

the stairwell and leaving shortly after.  

No insurance claim –it was delivered 

just fine.  The building management 

was “very sorry” but did nothing. 

The solution?  A new service from the 

USPS called GoPost.  Quite simply, 

GoPost is a service which allows you to 

ship and receive packages from a se-

cured locker at convenient locations (in 

addition to the Post Office) anytime – 

24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  You 

register at gopost.com, receive an ac-

count number and create a PIN.  You 

then give senders the GoPost address.  

When your package arrives, GoPost will 

email or text you to let you know it’s 

ready for pick up.  You are not assigned 

a specific locker; rather packages are 

placed in ones which accommodate the 

size of your package.  You can also ship 

packages just as conveniently any time 

day or night.   

And best of all – this service is totally 

FREE!  Unlike other mailbox or package 

acceptance services, there is no fee to 

sign up, maintain or use the service; it is 

safe, secure and convenient.  No more 

lost or stolen packages and you don’t 

need to live in a doorman building or 

camp out at the front door waiting for a 

delivery.  This service is currently in a 

test phase, so check them out at 

gopost.com to see if they are available 

near you.  And happy souvenir building 

hunting and RECEIVING! 

An Homage to 

James Redwine 
By Elizabeth Lawson 

 

Longtime Souvenir Building Collector 

Society member James Redwine of Flor-

risant, MO died on 5 October 2013.  Jim 

was a noted toy and still bank collector.  

Because so many banks are of real build-

ings they become a crossover collectible 

for souvenir building collections. There 

are many  SBCS members who have 

building banks purchased from Jim.  

Jim’s best contribution to the world of 

collecting were the books he wrote; Coin 

Banks by Banthrico and Banthrico Banks 

and Beyond.  These books are must-have 

references for collectors and give prove-

nance to those collectibles that are illus-

trated. 

An active member of the Still Bank Col-

lectors Club of America he was a founder 

of the Gateway Penny Bank Club  in St 

GoPost 

By Joe Kopitz 

 

A sad incident prompted a search for a 

better alternative that ends with a terrific 

solution.  Being an eBay addict requires 

hours of search, comparisons and some-

times a bit of luck to find souvenir build-

ings that you have not seen before or 

you feel you simply must have.  Bidding 

strategies, timing and again some more 

luck can finally net you a prized piece.  

Check out, payment, shipping instruc-

tions and then you wait for your new 

possession to arrive. 

This process is usually repeated without 

incident over and over.  Then comes the 

James L. Redwine 
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Louis.  His collecting activities educated 

bank and souvenir building collectors.  

The world of collecting will miss him. 

I have the pleasure and honor to own a 

Redwine bank.  It is a brass replica of 

Shakespeare’s Birthplace which was 

included in the Frank Lloyd Wright 

House exhibit in 2011.  This particular 

piece was owned by Jim for 25 years.  

He bought it from Andy and Susan 

Moore who included this bank in their 

The Penny Bank Book; Collecting Still 

Banks.  I consider this souvenir building 

The Vanadium Building 

3530 Forbes Ave. 

Pittsburgh, PA 

 

By Lance G. Oldham ©2012 

Brothers Joseph M. 

and James J. Flannery 

of Pittsburgh, PA, 

started off their ca-

reers by establishing 

an undertaking firm. 

In 1904, Joseph Flan-

nery founded the 

Flannery Bolt Compa-

ny in Bridgeville, PA, 

to manufacture boiler 

stay bolts for locomo-

tives. Through this 

business venture, he 

became interested in 

vanadium and its use 

in high-strength steel 

alloys. After securing 

control of a large Pe-

ruvian vanadium ore 

deposit, he  

established a new 

firm in 1907, Va-

nadium Corpora-

tion of America. 

His brother, 

James, joined the 

company, taking 

charge of the fi-

nancial and min-

ing interests. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joseph M. Flannery 

James J. Flannery 

The Vanadium Building circa 1913 
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In 1909, the Flannerys’ sister became ill with cancer. While traveling in Europe, Joseph Flannery learned that radium might treat the 

cancer. Since the supply was limited, Joseph Flannery set out to develop a company to produce radium. In 1911, Joseph M. and 

James J. Flannery established the Standard Chemical Company (SCC). SCC became the first successful large-scale commercial pro-

ducer of radium.  

 

In 1911, the Vanadium Corporation of America contracted for the construction of the Vanadium building located in the Oakland 

section of Pittsburgh. The SCC occupied the top two floors. The building has five stories and a mezzanine, plus a basement, with a 

structural steel frame enclosed by brick exterior walls and terra cotta ornamental blocks. 

SCC shipped mined ore from Colorado to its reduction mill in Canonsburg, PA. The Canonsburg mill produced a salt mixture con-

sisting of barium and radium chlorides. A courier carried unshielded containers of the salts on public streetcars from Canonsburg to 

the refining laboratory in the Vanadium Building. 

 

After higher grade ore was discovered in the Congo, resulting in much lower production costs for a competing company, SCC ceased 

production of radium from its own ores and became a sales agent for the other company. That arrangement ended in 1927. After 

liquidating its assets, SCC was dissolved in 1933. SCC’s concentrator mill in Colorado was acquired in 1929 by the U.S. Vanadium Co. 

In 1926, Union Carbide Corporation acquired U.S. Vanadium Co.’s Colorado mine, mill, and reduction plant. 

 

The Vanadium building passed through numerous owners and was eventually renamed the “Flannery Building.”  

A local banking institution purchased the building in the 1980’s and operated a branch bank on the ground floor. In 1998 the bank’s 

attempts to sell the building failed due to the discovery of residual radioactive contamination. Radium contamination existed on all 

floors, including the roof. Consequently, litigation followed, which led to a government-directed assessment and decontamination 

effort. The building was vacated in 1999. In 2003, decontamination was successfully completed and the building was released by 

the state for unrestricted use. In 2004, the building was sold as a commercial property. Today, the building is owned by the Parkvale 

As a retired nuclear engineer, I make the following assessment. Since the actual building had wideAs a retired nuclear engineer, I make the following assessment. Since the actual building had wideAs a retired nuclear engineer, I make the following assessment. Since the actual building had wide---spread lowspread lowspread low---level radioactive level radioactive level radioactive 

contamination during the era the souvenirs were in use, I believe any of the souvenir buildings that came from the building wcontamination during the era the souvenirs were in use, I believe any of the souvenir buildings that came from the building wcontamination during the era the souvenirs were in use, I believe any of the souvenir buildings that came from the building wereereere   

similarly contaminated. Decontamination efforts were not performed in the building until long after these souvenirs would havsimilarly contaminated. Decontamination efforts were not performed in the building until long after these souvenirs would havsimilarly contaminated. Decontamination efforts were not performed in the building until long after these souvenirs would have e e 

departed, probably around 1933. Radiumdeparted, probably around 1933. Radiumdeparted, probably around 1933. Radium---226, which is the isotope processed in the building, has a half life of 1,601 years, mean-226, which is the isotope processed in the building, has a half life of 1,601 years, mean-226, which is the isotope processed in the building, has a half life of 1,601 years, mean-

ing that after 1,601 years, half of the original amount of radioactive material would still be left. After the past 80 years,ing that after 1,601 years, half of the original amount of radioactive material would still be left. After the past 80 years,ing that after 1,601 years, half of the original amount of radioactive material would still be left. After the past 80 years,   vevevery little of ry little of ry little of 

the isotope would have decayed and the radioactivity level would be about the same as it was originally, unless the contaminathe isotope would have decayed and the radioactivity level would be about the same as it was originally, unless the contaminathe isotope would have decayed and the radioactivity level would be about the same as it was originally, unless the contaminatiotiotion n n 

has been physically removed. Therefore, I believe the souvenir buildings are potentially contaminated and I would suggest thahas been physically removed. Therefore, I believe the souvenir buildings are potentially contaminated and I would suggest thahas been physically removed. Therefore, I believe the souvenir buildings are potentially contaminated and I would suggest that t t 

owners of these souvenirs have them checked for radioactivity.owners of these souvenirs have them checked for radioactivity.owners of these souvenirs have them checked for radioactivity.   
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The Vanadium Building Souvenir Building 
 

The souvenir building was made by Art Metal Works, New-

ark, NJ, probably around 1911. It measures 7-1/8" x 7-5/8" 

x 4-3/4" tall. It has a removable roof which has a clock in-

sert in its center. The inside of the building is a cigar box 

humidor.  

 

There are double pen rests and inkwells.  The inkwell covers 

swing open on metal pivot pins to reveal the inkwells. This 

style of double inkwell is called “partners” since it could be 

placed in the center of the partners’ desk and allowed easy 

use by two people sitting opposite each other at the same 

time. 

 

The piece is cataloged as No. 880 in Majua and 

Weingarten’s book, Monumental Miniatures. This source 

assigns a scarcity rating of V (for “very scarce”) using a five-

point scale with a price range of 5 ($500 to $1000). I would 

assign a rarity rating of “F” (for “very rare”) using Moore’s six-point scale for banks. Very few of these pieces have been offered in 

eBay™ auctions and most of them have a variety of condition issues. The prices of those in reasonable condition have ranged from 

$307 to $915. 
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1201 Jefferson St. 

Charlottesville VA 22902 

 www.sbcollectors.org 

SBCS 2014 Convention 

Nashville Tennessee 

October  24-25 


