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TTTTWWWWEEEENNNNTTTTYYYY    YYYYEEEEAAAARRRRSSSS    
ago Volume 1 Issue 1 Fall 1994 of 
the Souvenir Building Collector went 
forth. The opening words were: 
 

“BECOME A CHARTER MEMBER 

At last! Here’s the newsletter 
you’ve been waiting for – if you 
collect building replicas! 

 

After six years of networking and 
three informal meetings (two in 
California; one in Connecticut)’ we 
collectors are publishing this 
newsletter.” 

 

And so the Souvenir Building Collec-
tors Society was established. As the 
members of the SBCS celebrate the 
twentieth year of their wonderful/
crazy/diligent passions for the pursuit 
and capture of miniature buildings we 
ask: just how did the SBCS come into 
being? And who were the original 
members who received the all im-
portant first issue of the newsletter? 

 

So many questions and, as happens 
with the passage of time, the answers 
are not always exactly remembered, 
especially names, but one thing is 
very clear: the first Editor of the news-
letter, Dixie Trainer, became the driv-
ing force of the organization. The sto-
ry of the beginning of the SBCS is 
also the story of the souvenir building 
collection of Dixie and Bill Trainer. 
 

How a collection starts 

In 1980 Dixie and Bill went to Paris. 
While there they bought two souvenir 

Germans in WW II) for the budget 
busting sum of $4.50! With this pur-
chase the collecting began in earnest 
and two more buildings were pur-
chased that year. 
 

Collecting souvenir buildings became 
a shared interest for Dixie and Bill as 
up until this time Bill’s collecting cen-
tered around beer steins, many of 
which he inherited from his family.  

buildings which were for their two 
sons, ostensibly; an Eiffel Tower 
and an Arc de Triomphe. Little did 
they realize at that time that they 
had just started a collection of little 
souvenir buildings. 
A year later at a tag sale in War-
ren, CT Dixie bought the Tivoli 
Concerthaus in Copenhagen, 
Denmark (burned down by the 

Tivoli Concerthaus, Copenhagen 

One of these is Eiffel Tower #1 

The best of the best steins 

A sampling of Dixie’s porcelain 

collection 
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At the same time Dixie was collecting 
porcelain, as well as cast iron painted 
door stops. 
As a team they became formidable 
collectors. Dixie was the ‘networker’ 
and Bill the eagle eyed ‘let-nothing-
distract-me looker and finder’. Wher-
ever they went - tag sales, antique 
malls, individual shops - upon enter-
ing Bill would start looking where Dix-
ie was the one to ask questions: do 
you have any souvenir buildings? 
Where did they come from? Do you 
know of others who collect souvenir 
buildings? Her friendly and focused 
prowess in gathering information was 
to become legendary. In 1982 anoth-
er 22 buildings entered the collection. 
 

As their interest grew, along with a 
growing network, they met, thru their 
expanding connections Margaret Ma-
jua and David Weingarten. At this 
point in the story Bill could not re-
member exactly how and where but 
thinks it was probably thru Antique 
Trader, a biweekly advertising news-
paper connecting buyers and sellers 
of antiques and collectibles. The 
Trainers added their first souvenir 
building from Margaret Majua in 1983. 
The addition of 85 buildings more 
than doubled their collection in this 
year. 
 

A significant collecting event hap-
pened in1986 which has played an 
important role in the history of the 
SBCA. The first Atlantique antique 
show opened in Atlantic City. As with 
anything new, it took several years for 
this venue to become a ‘must’ attend 
for many collectors, not only for those 
in the mid Atlantic region but for those 
who were drawn nationally. Atlantique 
was to become a true destination 
event to equal that other famous an-
tique/collectible destination: Brimfield. 
 

To aid in this story, Bill Trainer did an 
outline-timeline of the Trainer collec-
tion history. He used their small 
looseleaf notebook where each build-
ing is listed, in numerical order of ac-
quisition, with the date of purchase, 
purchase price, and where or from 
whom the purchase/swap was made. 
 

The Trainers first went to Brimfield, to 

look specifically for souvenir build-
ings, in 1985. The first mention of 
the Atlantique in their log book is 
1993, however for 1986, he notes 
“#358-400 are missing”; so they 
could have attended earlier and just 
not purchased any souvenir build-
ing. 
 

In the 1980’s collectors would run 

ad’s in any and all antique maga-
zines/newspapers with their names 
and what they were either selling or 
looking to buy. It is difficult to recall 
but this was BEFORE the internet 
and one had to actually communicate 
with another collector! Being the ex-
pert networker Dixie did much of this 
communication and she and Bill met 
many other souvenir building collec-
tors in this manner. One of those col-
lectors was Jamie Kessler and in 
1989 the Trainers made their first 
trade with him. At some point in the 
1980’s Margaret Majua came to visit 
them and to see their collection. The 
two couples became colleagues in 
their pursuit to see and collect souve-
nir buildings. 
 

In 1990 Bill retired and the Trainers 
left Manhattan to live full time in their 
house in Roxbury, CT. Their collect-
ing sojourns were no longer limited to 
weekends and they could take more 
time to visit other collectors and col-
lections. In addition to European trav-
els, the Trainers were traveling 
around the USA, connecting with oth-
er souvenir building collectors, trad-
ing, buying, and adding to their log 
book – evidence of a fast growing 
personal collection. More importantly, 
the period from 1990 to 1992 saw the 
growth and listing of many names 
and contact information of collectors 
across the country. 
 

Three Meetings 

In 1992 the northern California net-
work of souvenir building collectors 
hosted a day long ‘look and see’, vis-
iting bay area collections and culmi-
nating with a visit to Lafayette. There 
they saw Margaret Majua’s and David 
Weingarten’s ‘Building Building’ a 
long narrow garage like structure 
filled with souvenir buildings. For the 
souvenir building collectors present it 
was as if they were in a candy store – 
except the ‘candy’ was souvenir 
buildings. Trading, buying, and sell-
ing occurred during the day along 
with the building camaraderie among 
the ardent collectors. 
 

The success of the 1992 meeting led 
to another gathering – on the east 
coast. In July 1993 during the week-

Bill with Trainer collection  

log book 

Trainer log book detail page 
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end of Brimfield, Dixie and Bill hosted 
a luncheon at their home in Roxbury. 
This ‘buy, sell, trade’ event was im-
mortalized by the September 12, 1993 
New York Times magazine article by 
Paul Goldberger Seductive Smallness 
(reprinted in Vol 20 #3 Winter 2013 of 
the Souvenir Building Collector). 
Twenty plus people attended includ-
ing current members Peter Hoggan, 
Paul Hirshorn, and Randy Rea. MANY 
buildings changed hands on this day 
– note that Paul Goldberger left with a 
full bag. He wrote his Seductive 
Smallness shortly after this meeting 
and in that seminal article reported 
that the Majua/Weingarten collection 
was at 1400+ and the Trainer collec-
tion at 700+. The Trainer log book 
lists 13 buildings added that day in-
cluding a large Palazzo Vecchio and a 
Tokyo Tower. 
 

1994, twenty years ago, the signifi-
cant third meeting was held in April in 
the Los Angeles area. The day started 
at the Rose Bowl Flea Market; includ-
ed a visit to the home and collection 
of Bob Kneisel in Pasadena and end-
ed in the Santa Monica living room of 
Dave Forman where Bob Kneisel has 
said “the Souvenir Building Collectors 
Society was formed!”. Dixie went out 
west for this event with the intention of 
forming a formal group of collectors. 
Much of the discussion that afternoon 
centered around what to call the or-
ganization – were they collecting repli-
cas? models? or was there accepta-
bility in calling the item what it was – a 
souvenir building? It was agreed to 
become the Souvenir Building Collec-
tors Society. Dixie Trainer volunteered 
to become the newsletter editor and 
history was made a few months later 
with the publication of Vol 1 #1 of the 
Souvenir Building Collector. While 
most souvenir building collectors be-
lieve that they are paying annual dues 
to the SBCS they are actually SUB-
SCRIBING to the Souvenir Building 
Collector and making an annual sub-
scription payment in order to receive 
the three times a year newsletter. 
 

(editor’s note – Bill Trainer, and others 
with whom the Editor spoke, could not 
remember who attended any of these 
three events – so, if you were among 
these august groups – please notify the 

Souvenir Building Collector with any and 
all names that you recall – and better 
yet, any additional ‘facts’ regarding these 
three meetings – especially the formation 
meeting at Dave Forman’s house in San-
ta Monica; and – if there are ANY pic-
tures from any or all of these meetings – 
please share.) 

 

The Souvenir Building Collectors Society 

With the formation of the Souvenir 
Building Collectors Society great 
efforts were taken to ‘spread the 
word’ and to gain new members for 
the group. Ads were taken out in the 
Antique Trader, membership applica-
tions were included in all of the initial 
newsletter publications, were sent to 
the network of contacts that had 
been made over the years, and were 
included in the Majua/Weingarten 
booth at the Atlantique antique show 
in Atlantic City. This latter venue was 
a goldmine for new members. Mar-
garet Majua, like Dixie, was a formi-
dable networker and was always 
asking, from collectors that she met, 
for names of other collectors. In ad-
dition to the primary result of some-
one seeing the SBCS membership 
application (Carol Detweiler and Pat 
Smith among others) at Atlantique, 
secondary members were garnered 
thru this name sharing (Paul Hir-
shorn). 
 

Dixie, with her writing and advertis-
ing background and her years of an-
tique hunting and collecting was an 
expert at finding and getting publicity 
about and for the SBCS. Many early 
and original members joined be-
cause of their personal relationship 
with Dixie. She was a magnet for all 
– newly baptized (by their first pur-
chases) and experienced collectors. 
The excitement and energy in the 
formation of the SBCS led to the first 
annual meeting/’convention’ in 1995. 
These meetings continue today and 
always have an energetic and dedi-
cated core group of attendees. 
 

The SBCS newsletter became the 
venue for buying, selling, and trading 
souvenir buildings thru the much 
used classifieds in each issue. The 
informal networking that had existed 
before was now formalized and be-
cause of the three times a year publi-

cation (in several years there were 
four issues) collections were able to 
expand considerably easier and fast-
er. 
 

Another event happened in 1995 that 
was to revolutionize collecting for 
many people and that event was the 
start of ebay. In the early days ebay 
was an internet venue for buying and 
selling and depended on the honesty 
and good faith of those who participat-
ed in the transactions. As it grew in 
popularity and use in the coming 
years it became a major force in the 
antique and collecting world and was 
to eventually lead to the demise or 
significant change in the antique mall/
flea market/antique expositions world. 
Little could any of this have been im-
agined much less predicted in 1995. 

 

The Trainer Collection 

1994 was a banner year for Dixie 
Trainer. In addition to the formation of 
the Souvenir Building Collectors Soci-
ety, Dixie started her internet business 
the Souvenir Building Network. She 
built up a stock of souvenir buildings 

Northern Life Tower, Seattle by 

Rehberger – from the  

Trainer collection 

Volume 21, Number 2 Page 3   www.sbcsociety.com 



from various sources. She commis-
sioned Rehberger for a reproduction 
of the Northern Life Tower in Seattle. 
 
Dixie also worked with Bates & Klenk 
who manufactured replicas of the 
Siege Museum in Petersburg, VA and 
the Whitney Museum in NYC. In the 
second SBCS newsletter a reproduc-
tion of the Chrysler Building was of-
fered for sale to ALL paid SBCS sub-
scribers. Dixie was responsible for 
this reproduction and the few profits 
from each sale went to the SBCS to 
underwrite the printing and mailing 
costs of the newsletter. Anthony 
Tremblay in Los Angeles was also 
making castings of buildings at this 
same time, such as the Griffith Obser-
vatory in Los Angeles. 
 

Starting in 1994 the Trainer souvenir 
building collection grew substantially 
in each year: (181) buildings in 1994; 
(189) in 1995; (144) in 1996 and (98) 
in 1997 – the year they moved to Nel-
lysford, VA. In 1999 Bill Trainer 
bought their first building on ebay! 
 

Today the Trainer collection is over 
2,100 buildings – according to their 
log book. To visit Nellysford is to step 
into a collectors wonderland; while 
very much a comfortable and lived in 
home, there is also a museum-like 
quality to the way the collections in-
habit this residential world. While Dix-
ie no longer greets you with her warm 
smile and welcoming questions, her 
legacy is very much present in the 
souvenir building collection. Also part 
of her legacy are the closing two par-
agraphs of the first story in the first 
issue of the Souvenir Building Collec-
tor: 
 

“Our purpose is to educate and 

entertain ourselves and other col-
lectors by sharing our knowledge 
about souvenir buildings and mon-
uments all over the world. 

 

We’ll also provide a much-needed 
forum so that all of us can increase 
our collections by trading, buying, 
and selling.” 

 

 

 

TTTTWWWWEEEENNNNTTTTYYYY    YYYYEEEEAAAARRRRSSSS later the 

Souvenir Building Collectors Society 
continues with the same enthusiasm 
and energy and looks forward to 
what the next twenty years will bring 
to the collecting world. 

 

 

 

A wall of buildings in the  

Living Room 

Living Room wall detail 

Souvenirs buildings in acrylic 

Plastic buildings! 

ONE ceramic building present! 

Appropriately - the Statue of Liber-

ty as a lamp- holding up the light 

for all souvenir buildings 
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President’s  
Message 

 

I’ve been thinking about what to do 
with my collection when it’s time to 
dispose of it. How do I plan for the 
future of my collection? I guess I’ve 
really been thinking about several 
broader topics - how to thin out one’s 
collection, how to focus on building up 
particular parts of one’s collection, 
what to do with numerous duplicates, 
how to get rid of the “what was I think-
ing of when I bought these” buildings 
and the looming final question of 
“where do all of the buildings go” 
when I’m not around to take care of 
them. 
 

A quick survey of several members 
taken to see what plans others have 
to deal with these issues confirmed 
what I thought all along: most of us 
have NO planning in place. Many do 
not even have a useful inventory of 
our collections to identify, label, track, 
value and locate everything that we 
have. And even fewer of us have an-
nual appraisals of our collections (to 
keep them current). How do we know 
what are collections are worth? That 
could be anyone’s guess. 
 

I don’t propose to have all of the an-
swers – I don’t even know all of the 
questions. But there are several plan-
ning tools we can use and some are 
easy enough to incorporate into regu-
lar collection maintenance routines. 
The following sets of questions can 
start us on our way to successful col-
lection planning. 
 

One of the most important tools in 
planning is simply being aware of 
what we have. How many souvenir 
buildings are in your collection? 
Where are they displayed/stored? Do 
you have some way of identifying 
them - labels on each piece, an in-
ventory computer program, 3x5 index 
cards in a file, paper lists in a folder or 
binder? Do you have photos of each 
item, sets of items or of your displays 
and how do you store these photos - 
in an album, on your computer, saved 
on a CD or flash drive, loose in a 
shoe box? 

condition and in the middle to upper 

end of the price range; the best are 

those rare pieces in excellent to mint 

condition at the top of the price range. 

While some of these assumptions 

might seem obvious to most of us who 

collect souvenir buildings – we all 

know that not everyone knows which 

is which. Remember the $15.00 Re-

hberger you got at the Thrift store or 

flea market? How do you think it got 

there? 

 

Letter from  
the Editor 
 

As you have already discovered by 
opening this issue of the Souvenir 
Building Collector, the SBCS is cele-
brating twenty years of collecting sou-
venir buildings, in any and all ways 
possible. To write the lead story, an 
overview of the formation of the 
SBCS, I began speaking with long-
time SBCS members regarding the 
‘three’ meetings that led up to the 
founding. Who attended these meet-
ings? How did you find other collec-
tors? One question seemed to engen-
der two more and so the pursuit of the 
SBCS ‘history’ commenced. 
 

One of the first ‘interviewees’ was Bob 
Kneisel. He reported about the third 
meeting and where the SBCS was 
‘born’. As to who attended this meet-
ing – he could not remember. Since 
the venue of where the SBCS started 
had been identified, I then got in touch 
with now former member, Dave For-
man (also ‘Ask Mr Building”). Dave 
had almost no recall of the momen-
tous meeting in his living room but did 
share a brief overview of how he start-
ed collecting souvenir buildings. 
 

The primary source of the ‘history’ 
was Bill Trainer and since I had 
planned to do a biography of Dixie 
Trainer the two stories, quite naturally, 
became one story – in two parts.  
For the record – there are undoubted-
ly errors in this story and any and all 
who can ‘correct’ these mistakes are 

 

Another valuable tool is to know the 
relative value of the pieces in your 
collection. I use the term “relative 
value” as a way to start the thinking 
process rather than assigning a mar-
ket value to each piece. By relative 
value, I mean – is this a $5 piece or 
is it a $50 piece? Is it worth $50 or 
$500? The actual dollar amounts 
you use to determine relative value 
is not so important; it is simply is an 
exercise to determine which pieces 
belong to your “good, better or best” 
categories. 
 

Perhaps the most important collec-
tion planning tool is simply communi-
cation. Even if you have the most 
sophisticated inventory program 
(complete with photos, written de-
scriptions, dates and costs of acqui-
sition and the location of each piece) 
and accurate, up to date appraisals 
and clearly marked storage boxes, 
you still need to talk with those folks 
around you (spouse, children, Exec-
utor of your Estate, etc.) to make 
sure that they know your plans for 
the collection when you are no long-
er taking care of them. 
 

What do you want to happen? There 
are several choices – send the whole 
collection off to an auction house, 
divide it among your beneficiaries 
and hope that they don’t simply put 
up a yard sale sign immediately, hide 
them really well in the attic and leave 
it up to the next buyer of the house 
to deal with it or donate them to the 
local Thrift store. Of course a great 
way to sell your little buildings is at 
one of the SBCS conventions or 
through a classified ad in our news-
letter. 
 

Just as it is important for you to know 

which pieces in your collection are 

good, better or best – it is perhaps 

more important for your significant 

others to know this information. A 

simple definition of these terms 

would be – the good are those more 

common pieces in a range of condi-

tion that are at the lower end of the 

price range; the better are pieces 

that are harder to find in very good 
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tion was ‘when did you join the 
SBCS?’. Her answer was: 1995 and 
the detail is one that has been heard 
many times over the years. While not 
exact as to how she learned about the 
SBCS it was either that she picked up 
an SBCS flyer from Margret Majua at 
an Atlantique Show or that she saw 
an ad in an antiques publication. 
 

She got started when she picked up 
some small buildings to place on a 
shelf she had in a local antique mall. 
At the time she and her husband, 
Robert, were writing a book on 
bookends (BOOKEND REVUE pub-
lished in 1996) and she thought it 
would be more fun to have more than 
bookends on the display shelf. She 
put up two buildings and someone 
mistook the pricing of $7.50 and paid 
$17.50! At that point she started to 
look for nice buildings to sell on the 
shelf. She sold some really good ones 
before she then started to collect sou-
venir buildings. 
 

At one point she had many more 
buildings/monuments and Banthrico 
bank buildings. When she and Robert 
retired they, like many in the same 
situation, downsized. This included 
her husband selling many of the sou-
venir buildings on ebay. Today the 
collection is in one cabinet with four 
‘really crowded’ shelves as she still 
does buy from time to time. 
 

The most recent purchase was a light-
house cigarette lighter that has ‘Cape 
Diamond Light – Diamond Chrystal 
Shaker Salt’ on the base and is in in-
cluded in Monumental Miniatures 
(#639). She says that – probably – 
her most exciting purchase, ‘aren’t 
they all exciting?’, was a pretty beat 
up old lead Chrysler Building that she 
found in a dusty cabinet in an antique 
mall near Asheville, NC in 1997. At 
the time she thought that this was the 
‘holy grail’ of souvenir buildings! 
 

Surprise! Surprise! She prefers metal 
buildings, older buildings and build-
ings and monuments that she has 
visited or are in California. She likes 
finding buildings while ‘poking around’ 
and – has never bought a building on-
line! 

ing that you may cull/downsize from 
your collection. After all the Souvenir 
Building Collector resides in several 
libraries and is a research resource 
for finding information on souvenir 
buildings. 
This will be appreciated – in the 

NEXT twenty years by future souve-

nir building collectors. 
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KUDOS and a big SHOUT 
OUT to Donna Seecof for design-

ing the new Souvenir Building Col-
lectors Society website. Last year in 
the Summer-Fall 2013 (Vol 20 # 2) 
issue of the SBCS newsletter a 
“Help Wanted/Needed” article was 
placed for help and expertise in re-
designing the Society’s then outdat-
ed website. There was one re-
sponse – from Donna and it turned 
out to be the perfect response. 
 

Working with Joe Kopitz and an ad-
visory group of members including 
Bob Kneisel, Darron Copeland, Mark 
Fine, Mike Merwine, Marty 
Gutierrez, Harry Misuriello, and Car-
ol Detweiler, the new website was 
designed and tested during the win-
ter and spring of 2014. It is now ‘live’ 
and all members are invited – urged 

– to pay a visit to the new user 
friendlier website and give it a ‘try’. 
 

The design of the new website was 
an opportunity to ‘interview’ Donna 
via phone and email. The first ques-

encouraged to do so. Better yet – 
some of you ‘original members’ who 
attended one or more of the three 
meetings in the early 1990’s – please 
share your memories and the names 
of others who were present- as best 
as you can recall. 
 

A final comment: Joe Kopitz has writ-
ten about ‘what the %#$*’ are we old-
er ‘crazies’ going to do with our col-
lections in the coming years’. You 
most definitely should record a list of 
what you have and I would argue that 
just a list is more important than trying 
to ascertain a relative value of the 
individual pieces. If you know that you 
have some rarer more valuable items 
in your collection by all means add 
this info to your list but – please make 
the list. It is an important starting 
point. 
 

Another suggestion that I would urge 
you to give serious consideration is: if 
you do choose to start de-
accessioning and selling your build-
ings from your collection – say on 
ebay – by all means add, in the item 
description, that piece is from SBCS 
collector John Q Public (your name). I 
believe that WHERE a building came 
from adds not only provenance to that 
piece but VALUE 

 

I have buildings that were in Pat 
Smith’s collection, one building (I 
don’t remember which one) from the 
Weingarten/Majua collection – albeit 
a ‘lesser/not important’ one that they 
chose to sell. Recently I purchased a 
UVA Rotunda, made by Infocustech 
for the 2008 Charlottesville conven-
tion, which was gold in color – an un-
usual variation on the pewter building 
which was the convention building. I 
was able to learn that this particular 
piece had belonged to longtime mem-
ber Tom DiNapoli and I was thrilled to 
be able to add his name onto the oth-
er information regarding the building 
on the 4x6 card that I use to log each 
piece in my collection. 
 

The fact that you have these collec-
tions and that you are members of the 
Souvenir Building Collectors Society 
is important information that should 
be passed on with any souvenir build-
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There were 24 presenters of odd ball 
collections on hand to amaze and 
delight us all. For our viewing pleas-
ure were collections of: vintage ani-
mated 16mm films, men’s ties, old 
bicycle seats, lunch boxes, Snow 
White chalk ware figurines, NYC res-
taurant menus and cocktail stirrers, 
Tiki glasses, Ohio Turnpike memora-
bilia, Political pins, Ganesha figurines, 
Western wear, everything Pez, vin-
tage greeting cards, Glass Jar speci-
mens (use your imagination), 19th 
Century scrapbooks, Thrift Store por-
traits, Amex card promotions, Taxi-
dermy/Entomology, Skylander cards 
and historic found-objects from Red 
Hook. 
 
The SBCS’s own Joe Kopitz present-
ed his collection of Bank advertising 
banks. These were all items given out 
by Banks to encourage one to save. 
Some even needed a key to open – 
but the Bank didn’t give you the key. 
You had to return to the Bank so they 
could open it and you deposited the 
saved money into your account. On 
display were 23 coin banks from local 
NYC Banks. Only two of the Banks 
represented are still around today. 
Most were long ago merged out of 
existence. To show off a wider variety 
of coin bank styles, another 12 banks 
from other States were included. 
 
Most of the coin banks were in the 
shape of the Bank’s main office build-
ing. These were made of metal 
(Emigrant Savings, Bangor Savings, 
Banker’s Trust, Easton National 
Bank, Serial Federal, Dollar Savings 
and Second Ward Savings) ceramic 
(Brooklyn Savings), plastic (Union 
Dime, First National City Bank, Home 
Federal Savings, First Federal of 
Charlotte County, Newton Savings 
and Greenwich Savings) and even 
rubber (the Preble County National 
Bank) and cardboard (Calumet Na-
tional Bank). A unique plastic coin 
bank of the Villa Park Trust and Sav-
ings Bank represented their modern 
1964 branch designed by Mies van 
der Rohe.  
 
 
 
 
 

The second email, positive, came 
from Paul Hirshorn with attached 
illustration and reads as follows: 
 

“Dear Madame Editor, 

It’s surprising how many St Louis 
Cathedrals one has when one actu-
ally counts them. I seem to have 
five, and here they are. Only one is 
metal but I do have a fondness for 
the one with tiny hooks which, I am 
guessing, are for keys. Theme and 

variations are my absolute favorite. 
If you plan to do this sort of feature 
again let me suggest that the Alamo 
would be a good subject (I think I 
have about five of them, too). 
Always happy to be of help. 
Yours truly, 
Paul” 

 

I appreciate both of these responses 

and would like to note in the case of 

Paul Hirshorn that in discovering 

how many St Louis Cathedrals he 

has in his collection – he actually 

counted them; a new first! 

Collector’s 

Night 

 

On Thursday, July 17, 2014 the City 
Reliquary, a community museum 
located in Williamsburg, Brooklyn, 
presented Collector’s Night 2014 at 
the Brooklyn Historical Society. It is 
said that if something exists, some-
body somewhere probably collects 
it. The City Reliquary certainly hopes 
so. The Brooklyn Historical Society 
hosted the annual Collector’s night, 
giving Brooklynites and those be-
yond the opportunity to dust off their 
eccentric and whimsical collections 
and display them for all to see. 

Now for the real Donna Seecof: she 
and Robert have published a second 
book BOOKENDS Objects of Art and 
Fashion, Schiffer Publishing, 2012. 
Their collection of bookends is pri-
marily three dimensional sculpture 
although there are some that are 
‘buildings’. To see amazing bookends 
go to Donna’s blog bookendcollec-
tor.com. 
 

A few last ‘facts’ about Donna: she is 
a nurse with a Master’s from UC San 
Diego; she is retired from GE 
Healthcare Solutions; she is a certi-
fied Six Sigma Black Belt and a Mas-
ter Change Agent; and – she is now 
working at being a grandmother and 
still trying to downsize. 
 

She plans to attend SBCS 2014 this 
October in Nashville where we 
SBCSers can give her a true 

SHOUT OUT! 

 

By Elizabeth Lawson 

 

St Louis Cathedral 

Redux 

By Elizabeth Lawson 

 

In the last issue of the Souvenir Build-
ing Collector (Vol 21 Number 1), for 
the first time in three years of editing 
the SBCS newsletter, the editor re-
ceived two email responses, both 
about the same article on the St Louis 
Cathedral; one was positive and the 
other a correction. 
 

Regarding the latter, Tom DiNapoli 
emailed an immediate rejoinder, and 
rightly so, to the editor, that the pic-
ture of the ‘St Louis Cathedral’ in 
Katharine Isbell’s collection was in 
error. Pictured, and clearly identified 
as ‘Barcelona’ was Gaudi’s Familia 
Sagrada. My apologies for this gross 
oversight and – thank you Tom for 
pointing this out. There are probably 
many other SBCSers who noticed the 
same mistake and were too polite to 
say so! 
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It’s a time and place for beginning 
collectors to talk with experienced 
ones; for folks with a moderate collec-
tion to increase their knowledge and 
expand their collection; for the collec-
tor who wants to thin out their collec-
tion and those who want to beef up 
their own. In other words – for one 
and all! 
 
Join us this October in Nashville (see 
separate Nashville convention insert) 
and bring your love of little buildings. 
More important - bring lots of build-
ings to sell, trade, auction or just to 
show off. Many items from Pat 
Smith’s collection will be there for 
sale – and all the proceeds will bene-
fit the SBCS. This is a golden (or pot 
metal) opportunity to reach an eager 
crowd of little building lovers. Why not 
make the most of it? 
 
Make sure to leave room in your lug-

gage to take home all of your new 

treasures. And don’t forget to bring 

your wallet! See you there. 

 

 

 

 

A number of Joe’s coin banks repre-
sented a symbol or mascot of the 
Bank. For example, there was a ce-
ramic version of The Bowery’s origi-
nal leather chest, a ceramic sailor 
boy with a sack over his shoulder 
from the Seamen’s Bank for Sav-
ings, Abe Lincoln’s log cabin from 
the Lincoln Savings Bank and a 
plastic lighthouse from the East Riv-
er Savings Bank. There was even a 
combination of mascot and building 
– a giant rabbit hugging Coast Fed-
eral Savings & Loan’s main office in 
Los Angeles. 
 
The 3 hour event was jam packed 

with lots of attendees roaming the 

room, admiring the various collec-

tions and chatting with the present-

ers. One collector entertained us all 

night by playing tunes from his 45’s 

record collection. Another presented 

a music video of his photographed 

collection of hand painted signs. The 

vintage animated film collector 

showed cartoons from the 1920’s 

and 30’s. From all accounts, it was a 

tremendous success and a whole lot 

of fun. 

 

Come One – 

Come All 

 

 

The SBCS annual convention is a 
time to gather with other souvenir 
building collectors to talk about, buy, 
sell, swap, learn, discuss, chat, remi-
nisce, exaggerate, show off, swoon, 
study, photograph, covet, embrace, 
handle and discover new things 
about the little buildings we all love. 
It’s a time to experience new places, 
see how others display their collec-
tions and explore more places to buy 
little buildings. Souvenir shops, an-
tique malls and flea markets all will 
be beckoning us to uncover their 
secret stashes. There is something 
for everyone. 
 

The top of the Williamsbugh Savings 
Bank’s main office was a coin bank 
and pen holder. The only non coin 
bank item was the main office of the 
First National Bank of Tulsa, OK 
which was made into a set of Salt 
and Pepper shakers. 

The display of Bank adver�sing at  

Collectors Night 

Some specific Bank's advertising 
mentioned in the story. 
Back row (left to right): 

East River Savings Bank lighthouse, 
Williamsburgh Savings Bank Tower 
of Strength pen holder, Seamens 

Bank for Savings sailor boy, ceramic 
replica of the leather chest from the 
Bowery Savings Bank, Main office 
and rabbit mascot from the Coast 
Federal Savings of Los Angeles.  

 
Front row (left to right): 

Rubber replica of Preble County Na-

tional Bank of Eaton Ohio, Abe Lin-

coln's cabin from the Lincoln Savings 

Bank, plastic replica of the Villa Park 

Trust and Savings Bank designed by 

Mies van der Rohe and the main of-

fice of the First National Bank of 

Tusa as Salt & Pepper shakers. 
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SBCS  

Classifieds 

for 

Informa�on, no�ces, sources, reminders, looking-fors, selling, buying, ques�ons, wants, needs, 

swaps, sound offs, shout outs, or whatever any SBCS member can say in no more than 50 words – 

twice per membership year.  Send your classifieds to the Newsle*er Editor at ewl2m@virgini.edu. 

Have dozens of �n building boxes; many from England.  Let me know what you are looking for. 

contact bmcfarlane@myfairpoint.net 

For Sale over 800 unique metal replicas  www.replicabuildings.com 

Wanted  ADS for the newsle.er Classifieds 

Wanted for the SBCS newsle.er as it celebrates its 20
th

 year – members stories of how they came 

to join the SBCS and what year;  also wanted are personal stories from those members who re-

member Dixie Trainer.  Send to the Newsle.er Editor at ewl2m@virginia.edu. 

Reminder to SBCS members from Dave that he adds informa�on weekly to his online blog, BUILD-

ING COLLECTOR. He researches rare replicas, interviews collectors, iden�fies sources, and links 

related architectural news.  He encourages readers to add comments on each blog post which 

adds to the wealth of informa�on. 

www.BuildingCollector.com 

A Heads Up 

Marty Gu�errez and KJ Jakob will be hos�ng 

SBCS 2015 In Orlando in May 2015.  

Date and more details will follow. 

Photo credits: 
Paul Hirshorn,  

Joe Kopitz,  

Elizabeth Lawson, 

Donna Seecof 
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